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Our Story, God's Story
The way that I tell if I have seen a good movie, or even a good TV show, is
whether I am still thinking about the story the next day. For some reason
stories have a peculiar power that works wonders in us, bringing up things
we never intended to consider. Stories can unlock what we didn't even
know we thought or felt. They work on us and keep working sometimes for
quite a while.
Jesus understood how stories work for people. As a teacher, he was a
genius at storytelling. When we read the parables, we get caught up in the
story and end up thinking about all sorts of important things that we would
usually shy away from. Those teaching stories are true treasures.
The stories of God's people, starting with the Hebrew people, have been
shaped orally and handed down from generation to generation, finally
being compiled into the bible as we know it today. These stories and
accounts have become God's story for us. They are meant to become our
own story. Our life experiences are meant to be informed by God's story
and shaped by it, even transformed through it, so that God's purpose and
direction becomes more and more clear to us.

Worship at Grace
Worship Time
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.
Communion is celebrated
at all services.

August 7
Potluck Brunch
follows worship.

August 14
August 21
August 28

The culture's story competes with God's story in terms of content and
volume these days. Through conversations, advertisements and so many
other means, the culture's story is in the air we breathe. This year the
competing political stories are especially loud and pervasive. Use of a single
word often sets off a whole list of assumptions about who we are or more
accurately who we are against. Our responsibility as citizens is real, but the
story that informs who we vote for or what policies we support should be
shaped by our baptism into Christ and God's story, not a particular political
platform.
We are inundated with polarized stories each day. We learn them without
much effort at all because of the repetition. God's story on the other hand
has become a story we must be intentional about studying and reflecting on
in order to learn it well, in order to know it by heart.
God's story and our story are meant to talk to each other and in so doing
shape and transform our lives. What a wonderful life project- focusing on
God's story. What a great gift to have the power of God's Word working on
our behalf.
Pastor Vicki
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Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You
Sunday Summer Celebration



1 Sunday remaining of special music to help lead worship



Sunday morning Potluck Brunch!!!

Invite your family, friends and neighbors to worship!

August 7 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Brunch follows worship

Any Sunday is a GOOD Sunday
to bring someone to worship!

Neil Holub brings his bluegrass
band to Grace worship. We’ll be
singing familiar hymns in blue
grass style.

Grace Happenings
The C-O-N-N-E-C-T dining group
will meet at Basil Cafe, 1513 N.
Richmond, in Appleton, at 5:30 P.M. on
Sunday, August 28. Sign up on the
sheet on the narthex desk by Sunday
Aug. 21. Never come before? Why not
join us this time? It’s an easy place to
find, has fine food, and friends are all
around. Please come!

2016 FVIS Interfaith Gathering
“Building Cultural Diversity within Faith
Communities”
Sunday, August 14
2:30 - 3:00 p.m. Mosque Tours
3:00 - 5:00 p.m. Program with Dinner
to follow

Grace Media Policy

We want to share our Grace Lutheran
Church story with others and so you
may see photos and videos being taken
and shared in multiple ways (including
the website). If you don’t want your
image to be used in our story telling,
please contact the church office at 920733-9135 or by email. Parents, for an
image of your child to be used, we
need your permission; please contact
us for the form.

Fox Valley Islamic Society
103 Kappall Dr., Neenah
This year's annual Interfaith Gathering
hosted by the Fox Valley Islamic
Society is set for Sunday
afternoon, August 14. The Keynote
speaker will be Dr. Jon Pahl, professor
at the ELCA seminary in Philadelphia.
Dr. Pahl is from Appleton and spoke at
the Neenah Mosque in January.
Members of the FVIS are delighted to
have him back. A portion of the $500
budgeted by the Conference will be
used to help with his travel expenses.

Remember to complete the
Member Updates form (in this
newsletter) & return.
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Sunday\\
Sunday

Mon
Monday
1

Wed Thursday
Thu
TuesdayTue Wednesday
2

3

4

5

6

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship
Sanctuary

11

12

13

6:30 p.m.
Fox Sounds

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship
Sanctuary

6:30 p.m.
Fox Valley Chorus

7

8

9

9:00 am Worship
Brunch Potluck
follows Worship

6:30 pm
Joy Circle

6:30 p.m.
Fox Valley Chorus

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

6:30 p.m.
Fox Valley Chorus

6:00 pm
Board of Ed Mtg.

News. Deadline

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship
Sanctuary

24

25

26

27

6:30 p.m.
Fox Sounds

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship
Sanctuary

9:00 am Worship

21

22

23

9:00 am Worship

6:30 p.m
Fox Valley
Chorus

11:00 a.m.
Worship & Music
Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Fox Valley Chorus

28

29

30

9:00 am Worship

10

Sat
FridayFri Saturday

31

6:30 p.m.
Fox Valley Chorus
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6:30 p.m.
Council Mtg.

A Note from Council President
We may be in the doldrums of summer but things are not slowing down at Grace. Over
the past months we have learned once again that change is never easy. We have held
forums on our finances and the possible options we might consider as we move forward
in the call process. We have re-established the Call Committee and their work continues
to move forward. In other words, we have continued the work and discussions to
determine how Grace will come out of this period of transition.
The big question for the next few months is what will we do with this information and
how will we direct future discussions? We still have options and are in control of our
future. Will we decide to move forward as we have in the past or will we decide that we
must step away from the past and forge a new future? This decision will not come easy.
For example, Council looked long and hard as to what we truly can afford to pay a new
pastor. After much discussion we came up with a range of $45,000 - $50,000 dollars.
This number works within our current budget but is less than the level of compensation
for a full-time pastor.
We must continue to talk and share ideas with open minds and hearts as to what is best
for our congregation and ministry. These decisions are clearly ours to make and will
further guide the Call Committee in its work. Please be open to share ideas with others,
with the council and with Pastor Vicki when asked or even when you’ve not been asked.
Tom Jensen, Congregation President

Faith in Action

Sunday, August 7th
It’s time for dinner! So far
this summer, Grace has
generously donated food
for breakfast and lunch.
August is the time to
donate dinner supplies to a
family in need in our area
that is hungry. Of course,
snacks and food for all
meals are welcome
anytime. Questions: See
Shari Waldron.

Green “Faith in Action” bags available
in the narthex for your convenience.
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Dinner—August
Hamburger Helper
spaghetti noodles
spaghetti sauce
salad dressings
rice
Knorr pasta & rice pkg
boxed/bagged potato mixes
baked beans
stuffing mix
canned vegies
jello
kool-aid
applesauce

God’s Gifts
We Give

Moving Forward in Grace
To Do List:






Pray for the Call Committee as they complete the Ministry Site Profile
and meet with Synod leaders.
Pray about and study the information from the “Change and
Possibilities” Forum.
Pray for Trinity as they relocate.

Crossways Appleton Day Camp Update
Forty energetic campers, who just finished grades 1
-6, recently participated in Crossways Day Camp
based at Zion Lutheran Church. This four day camp
experience was made possible through a
partnership between Grace, Trinity, First English,
Our Savior, Prince of Peace, Zion, and Family First
Ministries.
This summer’s theme was “Walking With Jesus.”
Each day, Crossways Camping Ministries’
enthusiastic college-aged staff led camp-style
worship, Bible study, games and activities, arts and
crafts, and nature time. Support was provided by
volunteers from the partner churches, with lunch
and snacks included. Special activities included
Field Games at City Park, Gardening/Nature
Activities at First English, and outdoor activities
with a picnic lunch at 1000 Islands Nature Center. A
swimming event at Mead Pool was unfortunately cancelled due to inclement
weather, but alternative indoor games made for a fun afternoon instead. (Ask a
camper about Pew Battleship!)
By all accounts, the campers thoroughly enjoyed this quality Christian experience,
made new friends, and look forward to participating again next year.
Special thanks to the Committee of Parish Education for supporting this ministry, and
to Mary Hubers, Susan Pringnitz and Deb Werth for serving as Grace’s camp
volunteers.
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Scripture Readings
August 7
Genesis 15:1-6
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16
Luke 12:32-40
August 14
Jeremiah 23:23-29
Hebrews 11:29 - 12:2
Luke 12:49-56
August 21
Isaiah 58:9b-14
Hebrews 12:18-29
Luke 13:10-17
August 28
Proverbs 25:6-7
Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16
Luke 14:1, 7-14

August Worship Assistants
Ushers:
Organist:
Sound:

Larry Baumbach, Mike Keeney,
Phillip Keeney, Joe Wilharms
Diane Bailey
Robbie Johnson

August 7
Greeters:

Mason - Gerry & Ed Kerwell
East - Phyllis & Gary Schroeder
Asst. Minister: Ron Williams
Lector:
Carey Mackesy
Communion:
Dennis Pringnitz
August 14
Greeters:
Asst. Minister:
Lector:
Communion:
August 21
Greeters:
Asst. Minister:
Lector:
Communion:
August 28
Greeters:
Asst. Minister:
Lector:
Communion:

“Next time we’ll sit closer.”
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Mason - Millie, Joe & Lindsey
Wilharms
East - Karen Miller
Lois Hilger
Cheryl Muggenthaler
Ron Bailey

Mason - Judy & Dallas Cross
East - Mary Kruckeberg /
Mary Wheeler
Tom Jensen
Gerry Kerwell
Gene Krull

Mason - Ron Bailey
East - Mary & Tom Jensen
Laury Grow
Laurie Lease
Marty Grow

Care List Prayers
Earl Breitenfeldt
May Cook
Adeline Elias
Dorothy Henke
Donny Kassube
Marie Mueller
Ruby Niemuth
Gladys Prahl
Henry Schoenborn
Muriel Tiedt
Selma Torbeck
Rose Zinck

Each week cards are on the table
in the gathering area for you to
sign for a homebound member.
Several times a month there are
envelopes with newsletters,
prayer books, etc. If
you are able to deliver a
envelope to a member
that would be great. A
short visit is very much
appreciated.

June Financial

In Prayer this Month
Do you have a need? W hen you need
prayers said for you or a loved one, we
have Prayer Chain Teams. If you have a
prayer request, please call Mary Hubers,
731-1428 or Carol Sievert, 734-4473.

For Healing for Tom Jensen, Ed Kerwell,
Gerry Kerwell, Mardie Paalman, Cookie
Regal's sister; Larry Johnson, Cookie
Regal's brother; Winston Augustus Smith,
Cheryl Muggenthaler's nephew; Roger
Schmidt.
For those recovering from
surgery especially John DeVoll
Donaldson, Ruby Niemuth, Diane Bailey's
mother; and Millie Wilharms.
For those with cancer especially Mark
Catlin and Robin Messenger, Deb
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Beginning Balance
Income

$ 37,425.98
$ 10,920.29

Expenses

$ 10,544.54

Ending Balance $ 37,801.73
Mortgage:

$ 107,783.49

Line of credit

$

-0-

Thrivent Choice (YTS) $

1778.00

Benevolence (YTD)

$

8090.32

Savings

$

3273.55

Living Faith
Summer Bible Club - Jesus, Miracle Man
Tuesdays at 12:30pm in June and July, children from the After
Summer School Child Care program at Lincoln Elementary next door
and their teachers walked over for "Bible Club". There were about 20
children in grades 1-6 each week who sat on the Parish Activity
Center floor on blankets for these half hour sessions and heard about
the miracles of Jesus. They acted out the stories and enjoyed learning
about a handful of the gracious events of God. One week the
temperatures soared so the group stayed outside where there was a
breeze to learn about Lazarus being raised. The group enjoyed the
real loaves of bread passed around for the account of the feeding of
the 5000. 12 large baskets were lined up afterwards, but they weren't
filled with the leftovers like in the story! A Prayer Song and a Jesus
Cheer concluded the sessions. Pastor Vicki and Lois Hilger shared
leading each week. Everyone's faith seemed to grow from the time
together.
A simple note of thanks received for Summer Bible Club.
Thanks again for the Grace program, the kids enjoyed it again this year!
Enjoy the rest of your summer!
Jolene Leurquin
Lincoln / YMCA Program Coordinator

Amazing God
Sunday School this Fall - Start Date September 11
Plans are underway for a whole new Sunday School year. This learning time
will begin at 9:30am on Sundays with a total group time for music after
which two groups will gather separately for learning activities. There are 12
children from Age 3- Grade 6 at Grace who are invited to come, learn and
have fun.
Tracy Lyboualong and Bethany Nieft will share teaching the Age 3- Gr 2
group. Lois Hilger and Marilyn Catlin with teach Gr 3-6. The Board of
Education is hopeful about finding another teacher for the younger group,
and is thankful for a list of willing subs. Teachers divide up the Sundays and
share the work that way.
Thoughts of finding a new way "to do" Sunday School were considered, but one more year of the
framework that has served well in the past was adopted. With 12 students likely to register and
attendance patterns being what they are, it will be a small group of learners this year very likely. Who
knows what will be discovered through this nearly one-on-one program.
The Spark curriculum will be featured once again. This year instead of following the lectionary used in
worship, the groups will learn about key bible stories in the Old and New Testaments.
AMAZING GOD is the theme for the year! What a great mission to share the wonder of God's
goodness with children.
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What Veterans and their Families
Should Know when Applying for
Department of Veterans Affairs
Pension Benefits
CONNECTIONS are going to be happening
when your congregation makes new relationships
with the people here at Fox Valley Lutheran Homes!
We had a pleasant evening with representatives from
six congregations of the Appleton Conference at our
Connections Gathering here at FVLH and we are in
the process of setting up official “Connectors” at each
congregation. You will be hearing from them if your
congregation was represented. You will be hearing
from ME if not!
With August here, the fall season is right around
the corner, and for us here at Fox Valley Lutheran
Homes, that means that our annual Pie, Ice Cream
and Silent Auction is already stepping into gear! It is
set for October 2, 2016 (the bye Sunday for the
Packers!) It will be from 10AM until 1PM. This year
with a new software program we will be able to
advertise and sell tickets online (or so we hope), so
look for that on our website closer to the time of the
event.
For those of you who attended our First Christmas
Tour of Homes last year, I would appeal to you to
help us recruit some homes for this year’s tour. We
don’t want to have to ask the same people to put
their homes on the tour again. If you decorate your
home in some unusual way, or know someone who
does, please talk to them, or talk to me, so I can ask
them. We’re looking at one of the first two Saturdays
in December, since the Packers didn’t leave us any
empty Sundays in December this year. Thanks for
your help and support!

Becky Luett, AIM, Executive Director
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VA’s pension program provides monthly
benefit payments to certain wartime
Veterans with FINANCIAL need and
their SURVIVING SPOUSES.
Find out what you need to know about
the organizations that are offering
assistance. Who can help you, what is
available. You may be eligible for
benefits such as Basic Pension,
Housebound Pension and Aid and
Assistance.
Come to Fox Valley Lutheran Homes on
Monday, August 15th at 10;30 AM to
learn about these programs. Please call
7 34-7225 to reserve your spot!
Fox Valley Lutheran Homes is located
at 425 N. Linwood in Appleton.

Other News from
Fox Valley Lutheran Homes
1) Oct 2nd, 10am-1pm is set for
the Annual Pie, Ice Cream and Silent
Auction. M ark your calendars.
2) A Christmas Tour of Homes is
being planned. If you decorate your
home in a special way and are willing to
invite others to view your decorating,
call Becky Luett (734-7225)

Congregation Boards

Call Committee

Executive Committee
Tom Jensen, P resident

Chair: Gary Schroeder
schroederphyllis@gmail.com
757-6228

Cheryl Muggenthaler, VP
Dennis Pringnitz, Treasurer

Ed Kerwell
gekerwell@gmail.com
731-3907

Council
Jon Seidl, Education

Verla Koerner
verlamae@new.rr.com
734-3328

Ron William, Secretary

David Lease, P roperty

Cookie Regal
cookie2982@gmail.com
739-2982

Rev. Jen Johnson-Wrege,
Worship and Music

Jon Seidl
jonseidl@hotmail.com
759-2760

Ministry Leaders
Sharon Meier, Care Team
Larry Baumbach, Tenant Advisor

Deb Werth
dwerth@new.rr.com
954-1936

Susan Pringnitz, High School Lunch
Shari Waldron, Faith in Action

Mission Statement
By grace, through faith,
we follow God’s word,
share gospel of Jesus Christ and bring
hope to others through worship,
education and outreach.
About The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations in the United States, with more than
3.7 million members in more than 9,300 congregations across the 50 states and in the
Caribbean region. Known as the church of
“God’s work, Our hands,” the ELCA
emphasizes the saving grace of God through
faith in Jesus Christ, unity among Christians
and service in the world. The ELCA’s roots
are in the writings of the German church
reformer, Martin Luther.
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