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Words of Encouragement

On Sunday (July 16), I included this story in my
sermon. The Gospel text was from Matthew 13: 1-9, 18
-23, “The Parable of the Sower.” In this text, Jesus was
speaking to his disciples who had reason to be
discouraged. Things were not going so well for them.
Some years ago, The Wall Street Journal carried an
article about The Reverend Philip A.C. Clarke of the Park
Avenue Methodist Church in New York City. Phil had
retired after 43 years in the same congregation. He
went there straight out of seminary and stayed there 43
years. Can you imagine that! Uncommon
anywhere! Unheard of in the Methodist Church!
When he first went there, the church was on the
brink of closing. They had only a handful of
members. They would have only a dozen people at their
worship service. The building was large and in need of
repair. They had no money. That was the picture for ten
years! Can you imagine! Ten long, discouraging years!
Then, slowly, the congregation began to
grow. It was difficult, because the church is located on
the Upper East Side, where a third of the people leave
the neighborhood every year. But they would gain a few
more than they would lose for the year and the next
year they would gain a few more. About twenty years
ago, they would have 150 or more for worship. It was
known as a wonderful, caring congregation. The
building was fully renovated, and the congregation gave
generously to mission and benevolent causes.
During those early years, Pastor Phillip had the
opportunity to go to other, more prosperous, churches,
but he always asked to stay. He had the idea that, if he
could turn that congregation around, it would be the
most important thing that he could do with his life. And
he did it! Pastor Phillip and the Lord turned it
around! They built it up! They made it into a
significant, vital congregation that touched the lives of
thousands of people over those many years.
Continued on page 3.
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Worship
at Grace
Communion is celebrated
at all services.

August 6
Worship 9:00 a.m.

August 13
Worship 9:00 a.m.

August 20
Worship 9:00 a.m.
followed by a
Picnic at 10:00 a.m.

August 27
Worship 9:00 a.m.

Grace Lutheran Church
900 N. Mason,
Appleton, WI 54914

Pastor Dan Luett
920/594-2015
pastordanluett@gmail.com

Office Manager:
Sarah Bultman
920/733-9135
Grace54914@gmail.com
www.gracelutheranappleton.org

GRACE HAPPENINGS

Tailgating Together*
Sunday, August 20
9:00 a.m. - Attend W orship & Be fed by the W ord and Sacrament
10:30 a.m. - Stay for the Tailgate P arty & Be fed by yummy food and
fellowship together


Come to worship & stay for brats, hot dogs, hamburgers and other “tailgate”
treats!



We’ll eat outside, weather permitting, so bring your lawn chairs along - tables will
be brought out to the parking lot.



Join a sing-a-long and raise your voices in song.



Enjoy the fellowship of friends and neighbors.



Watch for sign up sheets to help with sides!

*Tailgate at church and then attend the Timber Rattler game
which begins at 1:05 p.m. They’ll be playing the Quad Cities.

Interfaith Gathering

Crossways S’mores: A “wish list” of
items needed for Crossways Camping
Ministries is displayed in the narthex (or
on their website
www.crosswayscamps.org/donate). Feel
free to take a marshmallow
and return the item(s) you
wish to donate in the box
below the campfire. The last
Sunday for dropping off your
donation is August 13. If
you wish to make a donation
directly to Crossways, you make contact
Jake Czarnik-Neimeyer at: 920-8820023. Thank you for your generous
support of the Mission and Ministry of
Crossways.

All are invited to the 18th annual Interfaith
Gathering on Sunday, August 6 at 3:00 pm.
The "Under the Tent" event will again be
hosted by the Fox Valley Islamic Society. The
Mosque is south of Neenah, one mile east of
Highway 41 on County Road G. An estimated
250 people of faith will gather for presentations
and discussion from 3:00 pm to 5:30 pm. The
event will close with a feast and fellowship.
Please RSVP at fvis.interfaith@gmail.com

Calling All Green Thumbs

Lutheran Campus Ministry at UW-Oshkosh is
gearing up for its annual plant giveaway for
incoming freshman students. Please consider
planting some easy-to-grow houseplants this
summer and have them ready by the beginning
of September. Label each plant with the plant
type. Include name, church and address.
Cheryl Muggenthaler will deliver your plants to
the Gathering Place between September 2 & 4;
just let her know.

High School Grilled Cheese Lunches

When school starts again in September so will
the Grilled Cheese Lunches for Appleton West
High School students. New volunteers are
always welcome. Interested people should
contact Susan Pringnitz at 733-7591. Looking
forward to a great year serving the youth in our
neighborhood!
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Summer Bible Club had a fine group of
around twenty enthusiastic participants
from Lincoln School YMCA Aftercare
program. Pastor Dan and Lois Hilger
welcomed the students, offered stories,
activities and hospitality in Christ's name.
The first week we learned all about Jonah,
and how he ran away from God. Don't
ever do that! You may end up being
swallowed by a big fish! The second week
we focused on Noah. He really was a
great man of God, and did what God
asked him to. We all appreciate the
covenant God has with us, that he will
never flood the world again. The last week
was on Joseph's Colorful Coat. This story
tells us that God has a plan for all of us if
we listen to Him. We are thankful for the
cooperation we have between Grace
Lutheran and the YMCA program at
Lincoln.

Mark Your Calendars
from the Grace Board of Education





God’s Work Our Hands – September 10
Rally Day – September 17
Backpack Blessing – September 17
Adult Forum on “Reformation: The Word at
Work” – begins on September 17

Reformation 500 Bookstore

The 500th anniversary of the Reformation is fast
approaching! Learn about Martin Luther, his
writings, and the impact of the Reformation for
the church today. Coming in September we will
host the Reformation 500 Bookstore. Check it
out and discover a variety of resources on the
Reformation for readers of all ages. The books
will be offered at up to 50% off plus free
shipping.

Words of Encouragement continued from page 1.

How did Pastor Phillip keep going during the first ten years? How did he
maintain his enthusiasm when nothing seemed to be happening? How did he
resist the temptation to leave Park Avenue for greener pastures during the
years of his life when most people are moving upward and onward? The key
was his vision! Pastor Phillip was able to look at that tiny congregation meeting
in that big, old, run-down building and see possibilities. He was also willing to
give his life to make those possibilities happen. He did that. He gave his life to
make those possibilities happen.
But first, he had to see the possibilities and see them he did! When he
looked at those dozen people gathered for worship, he saw the New York City
equivalent of seed corn. He could imagine those people taking root and
multiplying and spreading and growing. He could imagine them becoming a
dynamic presence for Christ, a spiritual oasis in that very secular setting on
86th Street. He could imagine a harvest of thirty-fold and sixty-fold and a
hundred-fold. It would take many years for that to happen. It wouldn't even
begin to happen for the first ten years of his
ministry. But he saw it, and the vision sustained
him. The vision made it possible.
There is hope! We the members of Grace
and not just the pastor need to forge ahead with
willingness for change and openness to new
possibilities. Thinking yes “we can” and not “no we
can’t!” With God all things are possible.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Dan
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August Worship
Assistants

Scripture
Readings

Summer Worship at 9:00 a.m.
Ushers: Mike Keeney, Phillip Keeney, Joh Wilharms

August 6
Greeters: Mason - Gerry & Ed Kerwell
East - Phyllis & Gary Schroeder
Asst. Minister: Becky Luett
Lector: Carey Mackesy
Communion: Dennis Pringnitz

August 6
Isaiah 55:1-5
Romans 9:1-5
Matthew 14:13-21
August 13
1 Kings 19:9-18
Romans 10:5-15
Matthew 14:22-33

August 13
Greeters: Mason - Millie, Joe & Lindsey Wilharms
East - Karen Miller
Asst. Minister: Sharon Meier
Lector: Cheryl Muggenthaler
Communion: Ron Bailey

August 20
Greeters: Mason - Judy & Dallas Cross
East - Mary Kruckeberg / Mary Wheeler
Asst. Minister: Tom Jensen
Lector: Gerry Kerwell
Communion: Gene Krull

August 27
Greeters: Mason - Ron Bailey
East - Mary & Tom Jensen
Asst. Minister: Laury Grow
Lector: Laury Grow
Communion: Marty Grow
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August 20
Isaiah 56:1, 6-8
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32
Matthew 15:21-28
August 27
Isaiah 51:1-6
Romans 12:1-8
Matthew 16:13-20

Grace Lutheran Church
900 N. Mason St.
Appleton, WI 54914

August 2017

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

3

4

5

9 am Bible Study
6:30pm
TLC Worship
6:45 pm AA

10 am - 1pm
Salvation Army

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

8

9

10

11

12

6:30 Fox Sounds

6:30 pm
Board of Education
6:30pm FV Chorus

9 am Bible Study
6:30pm
TLC Worship
6:45 pm AA

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

16

17

18

19

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

25

26

9:00 am Worship

13

14

15

9:00 am Worship

6:30 pm
Joy Circle
7:30 pm AA

News. Deadline

10:30 am
Worship & Music
6:30 TLC Council
6:30pm FV Chorus

27
9:00 am Worship

Saturday

2

7:30 pm AA

10:00
Tailgate Picnic

Friday

6:30pm FV Chorus
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9:00 am Worship

Thursday

1

6

20

Wednesday

21

22

7:30 pm AA

6:30pm FV Chorus

9 am Bible Study
6:30pm
TLC Worship
6:45 pm AA
7pm Council Mtg.

23

24

9 am Bible Study
6:30 pm
TLC Worship
6:45 pm AA

9:00 TLC
9 am
Newsletter Team Bible Study

31

28

29

30

7:30 pm AA

6:30pm FV Chorus

9am Bible Study
6:30 pm
TLC Worship
6:45 pm AA
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6:30 Fox Sounds

9 am Hmong
Worship

Care List Prayers

SEEKING VOLUNTEERS

The Grace care team is seeking additional

Please keep these members in your prayers: volunteers. The Grace Visitor program is quite
Dorothy Henke
Ellen Holz
Donny Kassube
Marie Mueller
Ruby Niemuth

successful, and we would like to establish
more matches. This is a blessing for both the
volunteer who visits once a month as well as
the visited person. Please contact Sharon
Meier,739-4291, if you might be interested or
have questions. This is a wonderful outreach
opportunity.

Art Peterson
Gladys Prahl
Henry Schoenborn
Pastor Jim Seim
Rose Zinck

Also, we are still looking for volunteer drivers
who will likely be called less than once a
month. This is a very flexible volunteer
position and another opportunity to get to
know another member better.

Bible Study Opportunity In August 2017

Opportunities to Study God’s Message for You
Bible study groups from Grace and Trinity have decided to combine and
meet on Wednesday mornings at 9 a.m. in the kitchen at Grace. Please
consider joining to study God’s message for us. It should be a fun
experience, with lots of good discussion. The study is based on the
revised common lectionary gospel lesson for the week.
Readings and studies for Wednesdays in August include:
August 2 - Matthew 14:13-21
August 23 - Matthew 16:13-20
August 9 - Matthew 14:22-33
August 30 - Matthew 16:21-28
August 16 - Matthew 15:[10-20] 21-28

Changing the world around you

To be an advocate means to speak up, to plead the case of another or to champion a cause. Usually advocacy
involves bringing influence to bear to win change. It is something most of us do routinely on behalf of
ourselves, our families, our neighbors and our friends.
Becoming an advocate may seem overwhelming. How does one even get started? If you want to make a
positive difference for vulnerable people in your community, then you will need to start by taking three steps:
1. Become informed by getting the basic facts.
2. Become involved by volunteering at an existing program, attending a conference, or answering telephone
inquiries at a referral line.
3. Become an advocate by making calls or writing letters.
What will you do to change the world around you?
This message was adapted from the “Stand Up for Justice” resource available from the Women of the ELCA
website.
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Community News
Pop Up Produce and Vintage Clothing Shop

Riverview Gardens in collaboration with the Community Clothes Closet are excited to
announce a new Pop Up Shop where you can purchase fresh produce and vintage
clothing! By purchasing produce from Riverview Gardens and vintage clothing from
Community Clothes Closet, you are directly impacting the lives of community members
in need. Cash, check and cards accepted. Free parking lot in back of building.



Where: Riverview Gardens Downtown Building (513 W College Avenue, Appleton).
When: August 3rd-6th (during M ile of M usic)
Thursday: 4 - 9 p.m.
Friday and Saturday: Noon-9 p.m.
Sunday: Noon -4 p.m.

Habitat Interfaith Build Fall-2017

The Appleton Conference ELCA Churches are teaming up this fall to help
with the second Habitat for Humanity Interfaith Build in 2017. Members
of all Appleton Conference congregations are invited to join six other faith
traditions in the Fox Valley to build a house at 2250 W. Russet Ct. Lot 4,
Appleton. Our work together will make home ownership affordable for
Visai Xiong and his family.
Your help is needed to work on the house, provide support for the workers, and/or provide a
lunch for the workers. No building skills are necessary to help with the construction. Construction is
scheduled to start on August 26th with completion of the home in early December. The Appleton
Conference ELCA Churches have been assigned 10 days for helping with the Interfaith Build. Use the
link below to see assigned dates.
 Crew members (Construction) (7:45 to 4:00 pm) - These are general construction volunteers. No
special skills are required to volunteer. Note age restriction for youth: Volunteers ages 14-15 can
help with painting or cleaning workdays only and must have 1 adult per 1 youth. Volunteers ages
16-17 can help with general construction (but not roof workdays) and must have 1 adult per 3
youth.
 Site Support (7:30 to 4:00 pm) - Non-construction volunteer onsite. Serve as host for the
worksite. Tasks include: greeting and registering volunteers, all onsite paperwork, bringing ice &
water needed for the workday, preparing beverages, assisting with meal service (but NOT
providing the meal), running errands, organizing tools and materials onsite, keeping the site
clean & safe, and other tasks as assigned. Volunteer will be provided information by Habitat Staff
for this position.
 Meal Provider - Persons or group who prepares (or purchases) a lunch at home, delivers to
building site at noon, and helps serve it to the volunteer crew. A document with ideas and
suggestions will be provided by the Volunteer Services Manager (Jodi Isom). This is a taxdeductible donation.
Signing up to help is easy. Just go to the Habitat’s Volunteer webpage for the ELCA:
https://foxcitieshabitat.volunteerhub.com/lp/elca/events , or contact Ron Jones at
rjones5@new.rr.com or 731-9250.
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Fox Valley Lutheran Homes: August 2017 NEWS
It is hard to even write August, because that means that
summer is coming to an end, and it seems like summer has
hardly even begun. I want to begin by saying “Thank You” to
all of the wonderful donors who have helped with our Spring
Appeal 2017. This was the first year we decided to go with a fall and a spring appeal and
our donors are telling us that this is a good decision! That 46 year-old carpeting in our
hallways at Linwood Place is soon going to be a thing of the past. We are within $2000 of
meeting our goal to carpet all three floors of our hallways in the apartment building.
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
At the time I sit to write this we are in the interviewing process, to find a new Care
Coordinator. Hopefully I will have the name of that person to send out in a special email
to your congregations before long!
Life is good at Fox Valley Lutheran Homes! The tenants who live here can be
overheard saying “I love it here!” frequently. Many things about this facility are working
well and looking better than ever. If you haven’t been here for a tour for a while, drop by,
I’d love to show you around. I’m generally here on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays.
We are proud of the facility we have here, and we all do love it. The reason we can do
these improvements and all the ministries is because of YOU: your support by publication
of our events, by financial donations, by prayers, by word of mouth, by attendance at our
events…these all help to make us who and what we are. Thank you!
We are planning for the fall and our annual Pie, Ice Cream and Silent Auction. The
2017 event will take place on October 1, from 10 AM to 1PM in the Fox Valley Commons.
Put that date on your calendar now! We need the following:
Bakers - your delicious pies
Crafters – your craft projects
Woodworkers – your wooden projects
Artists – paintings. sculpture
Artisans – your work
Business people - something you could donate to our Silent Auction, i.e.
overnight at a motel, round of golf, gift certificate for a restaurant, gift
certificate for a beauty salon, etc.
This is where we raise a large portion of our funds for the extra projects we do in the fall.
I will be sending out more information through your Connector. Find your Connector(s)!
Watch for more information as the date gets closer. Have a great summer!
Thanks to all of you for what you do to support us and our ministry! You make a
difference!
Becky Luett, Deacon & Executive Director

“Memory Care Respite Partners”

Respite for you and care for your loved one. This program is available the 1st
Monday of each month, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. at St. Paul Lutheran Church, 200 N.
Commercial St. in Neenah. While you're away, we will provide: organized arts,
crafts & music, staffed by professional caregivers and volunteers, snacks &
refreshments. This is a FREE community program. RSVP to register for a spot
at 920-383-1180 or email: memorycarerespitepartners@gmail.com.
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Congregation Boards
Executive Committee
Tom Jensen, P resident
Cheryl Muggenthaler, VP
Laury Grow, Secretary
Dennis Pringnitz, Treasurer
Council
Jon Seidl, Education
Open, P roperty
Rev. Jen Johnson-Wrege,
Worship and Music
Ministry Leaders
Sharon Meier, Care Team Coord.
Bob Waldron, Building Use Coord.
Susan Pringnitz, High School Lunch
Shari Waldron, Faith in Action
Mark Balkman, Finance

Mission Statement
By grace, through faith,
we follow God’s word,
share gospel of Jesus Christ and bring
hope to others through worship,
education and outreach.

Who Are We?
The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations in the
United States, with more than 3.7 million members in more
than 9,300 congregations across the 50 states and in the
Caribbean region. Known as the church of “God’s work. Our
hands,” the ELCA emphasized the saving grace of God
through faith in Jesus Christ, unity among Christians and
service in the world. The ELCA’s roots are in the writings of
German church reformer, Martin Luther.
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