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The season of Advent marks the beginning of a new church year in which we reflect anew on the
meaning of the incarnation, ministry, suffering, death, and resurrection of Jesus for us. In the season
of Advent we focus on the threefold coming of Jesus Christ to the world in the flesh, in the Word and
the Sacraments, and in glory. At this time each year we in the church should ask ourselves the same
question that Martin Luther asked as he pondered the rich meaning of the Christmas story, “Why
would the Lord of all the universe care enough about us mortals to take our flesh and share our
woes?”
By asking ourselves, during the season of Advent, why God would care enough about us mortals to
take on our flesh and share our woes, we see how much God loves us. When we look at the connection between the manger and cross, we are tying our two major Christian holiday together. Luther
would often say that the manger and the cross are made of the same wood. That is to say that they
are both made by wood stained with the blood of the sin and disobedience of God’s creatures. They
are also stained with the sweat and tears of our personal God who cares about his entire creation.
His care is shown in his action to send his Son, Jesus and close the gap of distance and separation
between him and creatures that have forgotten to hear, listen, and obey the good and holy Word of
their heavenly Father.
The truth that God cares enough for us to take on our flesh and share our woes is shown to us in the
wonderful Christmas story which we eagerly wait to celebrate. But take comfort now in this truth as it
is made known to you now through God’s Word and his Sacraments. As members of his church we
should equip ourselves to share this good news with others who live among us and are confused in
their questioning, suffering, and despair. And as you equip yourselves this Advent season and share
the reason for the hope that you have in Christ, rest assured that he is coming again soon.
In the last two monthly newsletter articles I have written about changes at Grace. This month is no
exception. Our Sunday School Christmas service will be on Sunday, December 16, at 9:15. We will
end the first service with the Sunday School sharing “What Child Is This” with us in word and music.
Following this we will have a Birthday Party for Jesus in the PAC. Please join us. Come at 8:30 for
the worship service and Sunday School service or come at 9:15 for the Sunday School service and
party and worship at 10:30. I know we have never done it this way before – give it try!
Please join us in our Christmas worships at 6:30 pm on Christmas Eve and at 9:00 am on Christmas
Day. Merry Christmas!

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Dan

P.S. See you in church!

Who Are We?
The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations in the United States, with more than 3.7 million
members in more than 9,300 congregations across
the 50 states and in the Caribbean region. Known as
the church of “God’s work. Our hands,” the ELCA emphasized the saving grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ, unity among Christians and service in the
world. The ELCA’s roots are in the writings of German church reformer, Martin Luther.
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December Worship
Assistants

Scripture
Readings

December Ushers
Marty Grow, Laury Grow, Brian Klauer, Kathy
Lanska

December 2
Jeremiah 33:14-16
1 Thessalonian 3:9-13
Luke 21:25-36

December 2
Greeters: Mason - Robbie Johnson & family
East - Ralph Sievert
Asst. Minister: Lois Hilger
Lector: Gerry Kerwell
Communion 8:30 am: Dennis Pringnitz
Communion 10:30 am: Deb Werth/Ethan Kraft

December 9
Malachi 3:1-4
Philippian 1:3-11
Luke 3:1-6

December 9
Greeters: Mason - Nita Williams
East - Karen & Gene Krull
Asst. Minister: Becky Luett
Lector: Robbie Johnson
Communion 8:30 am: Ron Bailey
Communion 10:30 am: Luann Seidl

December 16
Zephaniah 3:14-20
Philippian 4:4-7
Luke 3:7-18

December 23
Micah 5:2-5a
Hebrews 10:5-10
Luke 1:39-45

December 16
Greeters: Mason - Mary & Ray Hubers
East - Mandie Klauer
Asst. Minister: Tom Jensen
Lector: Gene Krull
Communion 8:30 am: Gene Krull
Communion 10:30 am: Deb Werth/Ethan Kraft

December 30
1 Samuel 2:18-20,26
Colossians 3:12-17
Luke 2:41-52

December 23
Greeter: Mason - Marty Grow
East - Mary Boldt
Asst. Minister: Laury Grow
Lector: Laury Grow
Communion 8:30 am: Marty Grow
Communion 10:30 am: Luann Seidl

December Additional Special Services
December 24 6:30 pm Christmas Eve
All attending please greet each other

December 30

Asst. Minister: Becky Luett

Greeter: Mason - Verla Koerner
East - Phyllis & Gary Schroeder
Asst. Minister: Tom Jensen
Lector: Tom Jensen
Communion 8:30 am: Gene Krull
Communion 10:30 am: Deb Werth

Lector: Melissa Krahn
December 25 9:00 am Christmas Day
All attending please greet each other
Asst. Minister: Ron Williams
Lector: Becky Luett
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Sunday

2
8:30 am Worship

Monday

7:30 pm AA

9 am
Bible Study

11

12

13

14

15

8:30 am Quilting
6:00 pm Confirmation

9 am Bible Study
11:30 am Worship @FVLH
6:30 pm Worship
6:45 pm AA

10 am Grilled
Cheese Lunch
10 am - 1pm
Salvation Army

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

19

20

21

22

10 am Grilled
Cheese Lunch

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

16

17

18

8:30 am Worship

7:30 pm AA

8:30 am Quilting

10:30 am Worship

Newsletter
articles due

23

24
7:30 pm AA

9:25 am Sunday School

10:30 am Worship

6:30 pm
Christmas Eve
Worship

30

31

8:30 am Worship

7:30 pm AA

No Sunday School

1 9 am Hmong

10 am Grilled
9 am Bible Study
Cheese Lunch
11:30 am Worship @FVLH
6:00 pm Brd of Ed
6:30 pm Worship
6:45 pm AA

6:30 Joy Circle
9:25 am Sunday School 7:30 pm AA
10:30 am Worship

6:00 pm Confirmation

9 am Bible Study
11:30 am Worship @FVLH
6:30 pm Worship
6:45 pm AA

25

26

Merry Christmas!

Worship
7:00 pm Potter’s
House Worship

8 9 am Hmong

Worship
7:00 pm Potter’s
House Worship

7:00 pm Potter’s
House Worship

12:00 Advent
Bags

7:00pm Potter’s
House Worship

27

6:45 pm AA

7

Saturday

5

10

6

Friday

8:30 am Quilting
10:00 am W&M Mtg
6:00 pm Confirmation

8:30 am Worship

8:30 am Worship

Thursday

4

10:30 am Worship

9:15 am Sunday School
Program W/Fellowship
After

Wednesday

3

9:25 am Sunday School

9

Tuesday

28

29

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

9:00 am Worship
7:00 pm Potter’s
House Worship

10:30 am Worship
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December 2018 NEWS
THANKS to all w ho helped w ith our Live Auction and w ith our Fall Appeal. Both
projects are going to raise funds for our much needed new roof what will hopefully be going
up this month! Our auction was beautiful with wonderful quilts and great sports and art
items. Thanks to all who donated, helped, and supported in any way. Our Fall Appeal is still
on-going, so if you haven’t replied yet, it isn’t too late! Send in your donation and it will be
warmly welcomed!
We once again have two vacancies at Linwood Place Apartments, a 2 bedroom and a 1
bedroom apartment. Call Becky at 734-7225 to make an appointment to see either or both
apartments. They won’t last long. Come join our family at Fox Valley Lutheran Homes!
This next year is an exciting year for Fox Valley Lutheran Homes. It’s our “Silver and
Gold” year! FVLH observes its 25th Anniversary and our building turns 50 years old! We
have lots of special things planned! Watch the newsletters to see all the events coming up!
Thanks to the volunteers from the many congregations who help keep Fox Valley Lutheran
Homes & Linwood Place going! We couldn’t do it without you! You make a difference! Your
hands are indeed doing God’s work! We at Fox Valley Lutheran Homes are thankful for you!

Becky Luett, Deacon
Executive Director

Care List
Prayers
Please keep these
members in your
prayers:

Marian Breitenfeldt
Dorothy Henke
Ellen Holz
Donny Kassube
Roger Kirkeide
Marie Mueller
Gladys Prahl
Pastor Jim Seim
Marv Wrege
Rose Zinck

Grace will be having a Christmas Eve Service
December 24 at 6:30 pm and also
Christmas Day December 25 at 9:00 am.
Please come and bring your friends and families to
celebrate the birth of Christ!!

Opportunities to Study God’s Message for
You

A combined Grace and Trinity bible study meets on Wednesdays at
9 a.m. in the kitchen at Grace and on Fridays another group meets
at 9 a.m. in the narthex. Please consider joining to study God’s
message for us at one or both of these discussions.
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GRACE HAPPENINGS
Check out the Grace Web Site www.gracelutheranappleton.org for updated information about our congregation. We also have a new feature – Daily Devotions. Every day a new devotion is on our website. Check them out!
Ruby’s Pantry is a faith based organization that is for everyone who eats. It is not government
funded. You can receive one portion (this equals 2 laundry baskets full of food) for every $20.00 spent
and you can get more than one portion, just bring extra baskets for your food. You normally get pizza, frozen food, canned goods, meats, bread and other assorted items (could be toilet paper or napkins, etc). In
the Appleton area Ruby’s is located at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church at N1615 Meadowview
Drive in Greenville WI 54942. They distribute food the first Saturday of the month. There is some information available on the table in the narthex. Even if you don’t need everything they offer, it can be shared
with people who can use it like our Faith In Action bags or our Blessing Box for nonperishable items.
Faith in Action is done the first Sunday of the month. Please bring in your items. The items are
very much appreciated.
Cemetery Plots – Grace has several donated cemetery plots at Highlands Memorial Park. The council
has voted to put them up for sale to members of Grace. The cost for each plot will be $250 payable to
Grace. In addition, there is a fee payable to Highlands Memorial Park in the amount of $125 for transfer
of the deeds. We have an infant and a child plot and are not being sold in case someone needs either of
them. We have a mausoleum for two and is $1,000 plus the $125 for the transfer of the deed. It includes
the opening and closing. If cremation is used two can be put in the same plot. However, there is an additional charge from Highlands to do so. The charge is one-half of the assessed value at the time of the 2nd
burial. Current value is approximately $4,000 so the additional charge would be $2,000 if you paid it now
and could be higher at a later date.
We are offering them to Grace members first. If you are interested or have questions, please see Cheryl
Muggenthaler.

Are you looking for a creative outlet? Are you willing to lend a hand? Grace Sunday School can use additional helpers and teachers. We have a great group of students to work with. Please contact Lois
Hilger 920-850-0111 or Pastor Dan if you have any questions. We will be happy to have your participation to help share the responsibility of teaching our young people. God bless you for considering this!
Once again it is the season of snow. There is a sign up sheet on the table in the narthex to help with
snow removal. In case of extreme weather, Grace will announce any closures thru the radio on WHBY
1150 AM and thru the TV on station WBAY (ABC).
The QUILTING GROUP needs some help. They have an abundance of material and fabric but need help
pulling it all together. Help is needed in sewing the tops and bottoms together which can be done at your
home with all materials provided. They might even have an extra sewing machine for you to use. They
also meet on Tuesday mornings from 8:30 am - 11:30 pm or any time in between to sew and tie all the
quilts. The quilts get donated overseas thru Lutheran World Relief. If you would like time to enjoy others
company and be part of this amazing giving or if you have questions, please let Susan Pringnitz know at
920-284-2074.
Flowers in Church
The Altar Guild has a Flower Chart by the Nursery door near the East stairway in the narthex for those who may want to donate an arrangement of live flowers for worship on any
Sunday. Please put your name next to the date you would like and contact Karen Krull,
739-3880 or Diane Bailey, 734-9076 to get the details. You may want to recognize a special birthday or anniversary coming up or just order them for any Sunday.
The new 2019 Aging & Disability Resource Directory is here and available for anyone interested. It is in the narthex.
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No December Meeting scheduled but watch for
January information!
Second Sunday
Congregation Conversations
To: Deepen our faith
Help us figure out where & how God is calling
us to serve today
Strengthen our congregation for mission
Takes place between worship services
Coffee & goodies provided
Please come and have your voice heard
The Blessing Box continues to be used almost daily. The other day a member of
Grace saw a man and his little girl stop and get some items.
With the cold weather we cannot put items with water in the box such as Canned Vegetables, Canned Soup, Canned fruit or the little Fruit and Pudding cups, Spaghetti Sauce,
Canned Beans, etc. They will freeze, and the cans could explode.
Now is the time for boxed items such as Mac N Cheese, Hamburger Helper kind of meals,
Ramon Noodles, Pasta, Dried Soups, Boxed Cereal, packaged mashed potatoes, Toilet Paper, Paper Towels etc.
Woodmans often has a bin in the aisle just in front of where you go to the meat area with
the little boxes of cereal that the kids like for $.39 a box.
Grace has wonderful neighbors who are putting items in the Blessing Box all the time. I am
amazed what I find in there some days.
The canned items we have will be saved for when it gets warmer, so if you want to bring
something like that, we will save them and be ready to go.
The Book Nook is going well. All kinds of books are being taken daily. We were able to get
several hundred books free at the AAUW book fair recently for all ages, but that does not
mean that if you have books you want to get rid of, we don’t want them. We take all!
An Idea: W e have a few items such as scarves, baby pajamas, tow els, a couple
donated afghans, and items from the rummage sale. I know I have a whole box of candles
I don’t use and also some Christmas ornaments. So, if you have items that you no longer
want or need, we can put a little note on them and put in the Blessing Box as little Christmas Gifts.
If anyone has questions, please let me know.

Cheryl Muggenthaler

Thank you for all the prayers for Lloyd Learman.
His last checkup shows a great improvement.
Passed on as requested by Joyce Learman.
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Advent – 2018
Sundays in Advent
December 2, 9, 16 & 23
Wednesday Mid-week Advent Worship
11:30 a.m. at Fox Valley Lutheran Homes with
Soup Lunch following Worship
6:30 p.m. at Grace with Trinity.

First Sunday in Advent—December 2, 2018
During Advent we pray, “Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.” The candles remind us that as each
week of Advent passes that the time is getting closer and the light is getting brighter.
Worship at 8:30a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Lighting of the Advent Candles & Holy Communion
Participate in the Angel of Hope Project.

Second Sunday in Advent—December 9, 2018
Our prayer this day is that God will “stir up our hearts” to be
ready for this event that IS going to happen and will change the
world forever. We light two candles. Darkness will not overcome
the light. Worship at 8:30a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Lighting of the Advent Candles & Holy Communion
Angel of Hope gifts at church

Third Sunday in Advent – December 16, 2018

Be surprised by GREAT JOY toward the end of the 8:30 a.m. worship when our Sunday School
children proclaim the GOOD NEWS to us. Be prepared for a slightly longer time of worship and then to a
time of fellowship that reflects the fullness of the season.
Worship at 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.

(Sunday School proclaims the Good News starting at 9:15)
Worship at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Lighting of the Advent Candles & Holy Communion

Fourth Sunday in Advent—December 23, 2018
On this last Sunday in Advent we will hear Mary’s song of praise to God for raising up the lowly and fulfilling all things. And, we hear her response: “Let it be for me according to your will.”
Worship at 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Lighting of the Advent Candles & Holy Communion
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Grace Care Advent Wishes to our Homebound

The Grace Care Team wishes each of you a blessed, meaningful, warm and fuzzy Advent season, and
we want to remember our people on the Care and Concerned List again this year. Between now and December 10, please bring in donations for our more fragile members of Grace, and the care team
will assemble gift bags for each of them. We will be making up about 15 bags this year. Here are some of
our brainstormed ideas, and perhaps you have other ideas as well. Please look for the big bin in the narthex and fill it up by Dec. 10. Examples: New greeting cards, Stamps, Homemade cookies, Hand Sanitizer, Hand/body lotion, Cough drops, Small Kleenex, Chapstick, Hard Candy (wrapped), Socks, Gift certificates, Individual packets of hot chocolate or cider, Christmas candy, Christmas-theme gift bags (approx.
6X6X2) Any other ideas for a homebound person are also welcome.
Cash donations to cover expenses may be added and noted on your giving envelope…
Thank you in advance.
Calling for cooks and bakers! Grace has volunteered to offer the lunch after an Advent service at
FVLH on Wednesday, December 12. Please let Sharon Meier, 739-4281, know if you can provide a
crockpot of soup, bars, or cookies. It needs to be at FVLH at 11:00 that day, but arrangements can be
made for delivery.
Once again there is an ANGEL TREE set up in the narthex. It will have ornaments on it with items to purchase for those in need. There will be green cards in a basket with instructions on how to help. All items
must be returned by December 9th. One change from previous years is the ornaments are only for items
for individuals. However, there are 2 extra white cards with suggestions of additional items for children
and adults that would be appreciated in addition to the ornaments also to be returned by December 9th.
Thanks in advance for all the donations to help those less fortunate.

Grace Christmas Display
The Altar Guild is planning to decorate for the Christmas season. There will be trees, plants, lighted garland, a Christ candle arrangement and decorations on beams and doors.
You are invited to help with the cost by giving a suggested gift of $12.00 or any amount you choose.
Please respond by filling in the form below and enclosing it in an envelope with your gift and marked
Christmas Display by Sunday, December 16. Donors will be listed.
Name_______________________________________________________________
Amount_____________________
This gift is in honor of (optional)___________________________________________
This gift is in memory of (optional)________________________________________
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What Child is This?
will feature Grace’s Sunday School on December 16 at 9:15 am following the 8:30
service. Come at 8:30 or 9:15 to once again
hear the Christmas Story!
Come and hear the special music by the
Sunday School children.
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Congregation Boards

Sunday Worship
At Grace

Executive Committee
Tom Jensen, P resident
Cheryl Muggenthaler, VP

Communion is celebrated at all
services.

Laury Grow, Secretary

December 2

Dennis Pringnitz, Treasurer

8:30 am Worship
9:25 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

Council
Jon Seidl, Education

December 9

You??, P roperty

8:30 am Worship
9:25 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

Rev. Jen Johnson-Wrege,
Worship and Music
Mark Balkman, Finance

December 16
8:30 am Worship
9:15 am Sunday School Christmas
Program at end of 1st service
10:30 am Worship

Ministry Leaders
Lois Hilger, Sunday School Coord.
Sharon Meier, Care Team Coord.

December 23

Bob Waldron, Building Use Coord.

8:30 am Worship
9:25 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

Susan Pringnitz, High School Lunch
Shari Waldron, Faith in Action

December 30

8:30 am Worship
9:25 NO Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

Grace Lutheran Church
900 N. Mason,
Appleton, WI 54914

Pastor Dan Luett

Mission Statement

920/594-2015
pastordanluett@gmail.com

By grace, through faith,
we follow God’s word,
share gospel of Jesus Christ and bring hope
to others through worship,
education and outreach.

Church Office
920/733-9135
Grace54914@gmail.com
www.gracelutheranappleton.org
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