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Dear Friends in Christ,
Here we are, ready to celebrate the birth of Christ – a major event, even for those who
don’t believe in Him. It used to be that merchants would wait until after Thanksgiving
to begin the celebration by filling their shelves with enticing gifts, decorations, and all
the trappings but now we see that it often starts in October.
How different from the first Christmas! Mary and Joseph settled down in a stable.
There were no photographers waiting outside to snap the first picture of the new king.
No one knew what was happening! No one, that is, except for the parents and the host
of Heaven who made the announcement. But to whom was this announcement made?
To the powerful who would speed through the towns and villages, spreading the news?
No, it was made to shepherds who were outcasts, hired hands who were so low on the
social scale that they weren’t even allowed to give testimony in a court of law. They
weren’t even allowed to come into the Temple.
Yet these were the ones chosen by God to tell the good news. These ostracized creatures saw the angels with “… the glory of the Lord [shining] around them…” They heard
the message the angels brought: “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a
Savior Who is Christ the Lord… You will find a baby…lying in a manger” (Luke 2:9,1112). They saw, they listened, and then they went to see for themselves. After receiving the Good News, they shared it. “When they had seen Him, they spread the word
concerning what had been told them about this Child, and all who heard it were amazed
at what the shepherds said to them” (Luke 2:17-18 NIV).
If lowly shepherds could tell the story, can’t we as well? “All who heard it were
amazed,” Luke writes, but he doesn’t say all believed. All we’re asked to do is tell the
story. How could fear, uncertainty, or apathy hold us back? This is the biggest news
mankind has ever received! As stewards of the Gospel, we have no choice but to follow
the example of the shepherds and “spread the word concerning what has been told [us]
about this Child.”
Please join us in our Christmas worships at 6:30 pm on Christmas Eve and at 9:30 am
on Christmas Day. Merry Christmas!
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Dan
P.S. See you in church!

Advent Devotionals and some Advent Calendars are on the table in the narthex
- Please help yourself if interested. Some are large print.
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December Worship
Assistants
December Ushers
Marty Grow, Laury Grow, Kathy Lanska, Brian Klauer
December 1
Greeters: Mason - Robbie Johnson
East - Ralph Sievert
Asst. Minister: Becky Luett
Lector: Becky Luett
Communion: Dennis Pringnitz

Scripture
Readings

December 1
Isaiah 2:1-5
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44

December 8
Isaiah 11:1-10
Romans 15:4-13
Matthew 3:1-12

December 8
Greeters: Mason - Nita Williams
East - Karen & Gene Krull
Asst. Minister: Tom Jensen
Lector: Robbie Johnson
Communion: Deb Werth

December 15
Isaiah 35:1-10
James 5:7-10
Matthew 11:2-11

December 15
Greeters: Mason - Mary & Ray Hubers
East - Sharon & Bob Meier
Asst. Minister: Mandie Klauer
Lector: Brian Klauer
Communion: Gene Krull

December 22
Isaiah 7:10-16
Romans 1:1-7
Matthew 1:18-25

December 22
Greeter: Mason - Marty Grow
East - Cheryl Muggenthaler
Asst. Minister: Ron Williams
Lector: Ron Williams
Communion: Marty Grow

December 29
Isaiah 63:7-9
Hebrews 2:10-18
Matthew 2:13-23

December 29
Greeter: Mason - Verla Koerner
East - Phyllis & Gary Schroeder
Asst. Minister: Lois Hilger
Lector: Lois Hilger
Communion: Gene Krull

ADDITIONAL SERVICES
December 24 6:30 PM
Asst. Minister: Deb Baumbach
Lector: Melissa Krahn
December 25 9:30 AM
Asst. Minister: Tom Jensen
Lector: Tom Jensen
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Grace Lutheran Church
900 N. Mason St.
Appleton, WI 54914

December 2019

Sunday

1
9:30 am Worship
10:30 Christ. Ed.

Monday

Tuesday

9:30 am Worship
10:30 Christ. Ed.

9:30 am Worship
10:30 Christ. Ed.

Saturday

7

4

5

6

7:30 pm AA

8:30-11:30 Quilters
10:30 W& M Mtg

9 am Bible Study
11:30am Worship
@ FVLH w/lunch
6:30 pm Worship
7:30 pm AA

10:30 Grilled
Cheese

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

9

10

11

12

13

14

6:30 Joy Circle
7:30 pm AA

8:30-11:30 Quilters

9 am Bible Study
11:30am Worship
@ FVLH w/lunch
6:30 pm Worship
7:30 pm AA

10:30 Grilled
Cheese

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

16

17

18

20

21

8:30-11:30 Quilters

9 am Bible Study
11:30am Worship
@ FVLH w/lunch
7:30 pm AA
6:30 pm Council

19

7:30 pm AA

10:30 Grilled
Cheese

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

24

25

26

27

28

6:30 pm Worship

9:30 am Worship

6:00 pm Potter’s
House Worship

**Newsletter
Articles due**

22

23

9:30 am Worship
10:30 Christ. Ed.

Friday

3

6:00 pm Potter’s
House Worship

15

Thursday

2

6:00 pm Potter’s
House Worship

8

Wednesday

7:30 pm AA

Merry Christmas

6:00 pm Potter’s
House Worship

29

30

9:30 am Worship
10:30 Christ. Ed.

7:30 pm AA

31

6:00 pm Potter’s
House Worship
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10 am - 1pm
Salvation Army

9 am Hmong
Worship

Thank you to all who supported our Ministry at the Pie & Ice Cream Social in
October. Your donations of pies and silent auction items, cash donations as
well as your time and talent volunteering to make this event a success is
greatly appreciated. Our gratitude to those of you who joined us for an afternoon of great food and fellowship.
We would like to invite you to attend Advent worship services at
11:30 AM on Wednesdays, Dec 4,11 and 18 followed by a luncheon in Linwood Commons, 425 N Linwood Ave. in Appleton.

GRACE HAPPENINGS
Check out the Grace Web Site www.gracelutheranappleton.org for updated information
about our congregation. We also have a feature – Daily Devotions. Every day a new devotion is on our website. Check them out!
Envelopes – New envelopes will be available the middle of December for 2020. If you attend Grace and are not a member you may still receive envelopes so your donations can be
recorded and you will receive a statement at the end of the year. The other option is to put
your donation in one of the pew envelopes with your name on it and it will also be recorded.
If you make your donations through auto pay at your bank just put your new envelope
number where they ask for account number starting January 1, 2020. Statements for 2019
will be out by the end of January 2020. Please see Cheryl Muggenthaler if you have questions or request envelopes for 2020.
IMPORTANT: - Contributions for 2019 – Contributions you want recorded for 2019
must be received by December 29. Checks MUST have a December date to be
counted for 2019.
Cemetery Plots – Grace has several donated cemetery plots at Highlands Memorial Park.
The council has voted to put them up for sale to members of Grace. The cost for each plot
will be $250 payable to Grace. In addition, there is a fee payable to Highlands Memorial
Park in the amount of $125 for transfer of the deeds. We have an infant and a child plot
and are not being sold in case someone needs either of them.
We are offering them to Grace members first. If you are interested or have questions,
please see Cheryl Muggenthaler.
Grace Christmas Display The Altar Guild is planning to decorate for the Christmas
season. There will be trees, plants, lighted garland, a Christ candle arrangement and decorations on beams and doors. You are invited to help with the cost by giving a suggested gift
of $12.00 or any amount you choose. Please respond by filling in the form below and enclosing it in an envelope with your gift and marked Christmas Display by Sunday, December
15. Donors will be listed.
Name_______________________________________________________________
Amount_____________________
This gift is in honor of (optional)__________________________________________
This gift is in memory of (optional)________________________________________
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Blessing Box: Recently there have been several articles, in the new spaper, about
the increasing number needing help with food. Although many have jobs, they still need
some help. They talked about our local food pantries, Loaves & Fishes and The Salvation Army meals. Because of their size they are able to help many people.
In the summer of 2018, Grace’s Blessing Box was built and installed by a local boy scout to
earn his Eagle Scout Badge so we can help those in our neighborhood. It is filled 3-4 or
more times a week by members of Grace. In addition to food we put in donated clothing
items such as 20 pairs of new shoes that were bought on sale for $1.00 a pair. We receive
gently used clothing and newly knit afghans and other items that are so needed.
According to the principal at West, our grilled cheese lunch may be the only meal some of
those students have that day. 40% of the families, whose children attend Lincoln, are single parent families.
Besides the wonderful members of Grace, the teachers at Lincoln, neighbors of Grace, and
members of Trinity also donate. We receive oatmeal, drinks and other items from an unknown donor. Gratefully, a grant from the Appleton Conference gives us funds to buy larger
quantities, when stores are having specials, and other items that are needed.
Those who cannot get to food pantries or free meals, if they do not have a car or the money
to take the bus, can come to Grace’s Blessing Box for help.
Our Blessing box is a true BLESSING to those living in the Grace Neighborhood.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP AND SUPPORT!!!!
Cheryl

Opportunities to Study God’s Message for You

A combined Grace and Trinity bible study meets on Wednesdays at 9
a.m. in the kitchen at Grace and on Fridays another group meets at 9
a.m. in the narthex. Please consider joining to study God’s message
for us at one or both of these discussions.
Who Are We?
The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations
in the United States, with more than 3.7 million members in more than 9,300 congregations across the 50
states and in the Caribbean region. Known as the
church of “God’s work. Our hands,” the ELCA emphasized the saving grace of God through faith in Jesus
Christ, unity among Christians and service in the world.
The ELCA’s roots are in the writings of German church
reformer, Martin Luther.

Care List
Prayers
Please keep these
members in your
prayers:

Marian Breitenfeldt
Dorothy Henke
Ellen Holz
Donny Kassube
Marie Mueller
Pastor Jim Seim
Marv Wrege

Giving
If you are not able to join us on Sunday mornings for worship,
please remember as Grace Lutheran Church we still need to pay
the bills. You can direct your bank, online (Pay Pal or Direct
Banking) to send your payments, even if you aren’t here. When
you register, please list your envelope number as your account
number so the counters can record your giving accurately. You
can always send it in the mail also. Thank you for helping our
church meet our obligations.
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LUETT CHRISTMAS OPEN HOUSE

Come and spend an hour or more, visiting with friends, enjoying Christmas
goodies, and seeing all three floors of our Christmas 2019 Open House, on Saturday, December 14, from 1 to 5 P.M., at 113 Woodside Court, Neenah.
Angels of Hope
2019 Giving Tree
What a beautiful sight to behold: a Christmas tree decorated with Angels
of Hope announcing Good News! Each angel bears the name of someone
who will receive a gift from one of us (there are gift suggestions under
each name). This year we again have a mix of families and adult
individuals.
Here’s how to help out:
Select an angel(s) off the tree.
Have fun shopping for this person. Pray for this person.
Return the gift(s) to church unwrapped and place it(them) under
the tree by December 15. Be sure to include the angel with your
gift so the ones who deliver know where it is to go.
We’ll also be collecting other items that are needed by all families and
individuals such as:
Toilet Paper
Paper Towels
Toothpaste
Fast Food Gift Cards
Laundry Detergent
Dish Soap
These items may also be brought to church unwrapped by December 15.
They will be distributed among the families and individuals.
THANK YOU!!! THANK YOU!!! THANK YOU!!! THANK YOU!!!
And, GOD BLESS YOU
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Grace Advent Wishes to our Homebound
The Grace Care Team wishes each of you a blessed, meaningful, warm and fuzzy Advent
season, and we want to remember our people on the Care and Concerned List again this
year. Between now and December 15, please bring in donations for our more
fragile members of Grace, and the care team will assemble gift bags for each of them.
We will be making up about 14 bags this year. Here are some of our brainstormed ideas, and perhaps you have other ideas as well. Please look for the big bin in the narthex
right after Thanksgiving and fill it up by Dec. 15.
New greeting cards, stamps, homemade cookies, hand sanitizer, Hand/body lotion,
cough drops, small Kleenex, Chapstick, Hard candy (wrapped), Socks, gift certificates,
Christmas candy. Any other ideas for the homebound are also welcome.
Cash donations to cover expenses may be added and included on your giving envelope.
Message from the President
I want to update you on the current status of Grace’s Best Alternative Team. Y ou may
recall from my message in the October Newsletter that I was inviting a team to work together over the next 12 to18 months to propose a ‘best alternative’ to Grace’s current path.
Current demographic, financial and building issues and trends have sent us down a path that
may hurt our ability to continue as a congregation in 2022 and beyond. The Best Alterative
Team will creatively brainstorm and then identify the best alternative path for our congregation. Of course whatever their path or alternative, it will be presented to all of us for congregation approval.
At this point there is not a lot of detail for how the team will process and accomplish their
charge. They met with Pastor Dan and me in late October in a kick-off discussion. It will be
their choice as to how best to move through their work and communicate with the Council
and Congregation while they continue to meet.
What I can share at this point are the names of the people who have agreed to be on the
team and move us forward to identifying that best alternative. The Best Alternative team
includes:
Susan Anderson, Larry Baumbach, Bonne Elias Planner, Rev. Jennie Johnson Wrege, Kathy
Lanska, Cheryl Muggenthaler, Deb Werth and Ron Williams.
I am personally grateful to each of them to be willing to serve God’s mission here at Grace
in this capacity. They are individually gifted to serve in this way and collectively even more
gifted. I had also asked 4 other people to serve on the team. I know they all prayerfully
considered joining but for good reasons declined to participate. With regret I accepted their
decision but also understood their reasons which were based on sound judgment. I am
grateful for their prayerful consideration as well.
What comes next and how this unfolds, well I’m not really sure at this point. I am confident
the Team will be able to gather in ideas and input from the entire congregation, as well as
finding the best ideas outside of Grace. For now, I ask that you keep the team in your prayers and await their process for seeking your input, either directly from the congregation or
indirectly through the role I serve as your president.
Thank you. May God provide many blessings to you throughout the Advent and Christmas
seasons.
Mark Balkman
Grace Council President
Christmas Worship Opportunities
December 24 Christmas Eve Worship 6:30 pm
December 25 Christmas Day Worship 9:30 am
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Congregation Boards
President
Mark Balkman
Vice-President Susan Anderson
Secretary
Laury Grow
Treasurer
Cookie Regal
Christian Education:
Jon Seidl –Council Rep
(Lois Hilger –Chairman)
Property
Robbie Johnson
Worship and Music
Becky Luett
Director of Finance Dennis Pringnitz

Sunday Worship
At Grace
Communion is celebrated at most
Services

Mission Statement
By grace, through faith,
we follow God’s word,
share gospel of Jesus Christ and bring hope
to others through
worship, education and outreach.

December 1
9:30 am Worship

December 8
9:30 am Worship

December 15
9:30 am Worship

December 22
9:30 am Worship

Grace Lutheran Church

December 29

900 N. Mason,
Appleton, WI 54914

9:30 am Worship

Pastor Dan Luett
920/594-2015
pastordanluett@gmail.com

Church Office
920/733-9135
Grace54914@gmail.com
www.gracelutheranappleton.org
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