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Dear Friends in Christ,
In his book, The Best Is Yet to Come, John Kieschnick tells the story of Bob Buford. He
writes, “Bob Buford owned a cable television company, and God richly blessed his business. Wealth and power, however, didn’t fill the hole in Bob’s life. He had a nagging
sense of emptiness, so he went to a psychiatrist. Bob shared his dilemma,
and the psychiatrist told him, ‘Bob, I want you to go home and take out a
piece of paper and a pen. Draw a box, and in that box write the words that
describe the most important thing in your life.’

?

What do you suppose Bob wrote in His box? What would you write in your box? What is
your highest priority in life?
Before we put our answers in the box, let’s reflect on our thoughts in relation to Bob’s
emptiness. As Christians, we understand that wealth and power do not fill our emptiness
nor give us the security and happiness that Bob was seeking. As our faith grows, we
learn that true riches have nothing to do with money. We can have very little money and
be very rich or be very wealthy and be impoverished. True riches have to do with a right
relationship with Jesus Who, through His death and resurrection, brings us happiness,
contentment, joy, love, peace, and life everlasting. Material possessions do not constitute
real riches.
Material things are transitory. What we possess materially is subject to loss in a variety
of ways. Our wealth can be lost in the stock market or through rust, obsolescence, and
thievery. No matter how much money we may have, we have no way of guaranteeing
that it can be kept safe and secure. Money can be lost, stolen, or its purchasing power
lost through inflation. Investments can decline in value and businesses can fail. Our
property can be burned or robbed. All material things can be gone quickly. Even if our
material things stay with us, we will eventually leave them, because, at the end, we can
take nothing with us.
God had blessed Bob materially, but he was still feeling empty with no purpose. Through
faith, we understand that what we need most is a relationship with Jesus Who is the only
Person Whose love and forgiveness can give us all that we need. So, in response to the
psychiatrist’s question as to what is the most important thing in our life, our answer in
the box is “Jesus!”
The church season of Lent begins this year on Wednesday, February 26. During Lent we
will be collecting supplies for Pillars look for more information coming soon.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Dan
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February Worship
Assistants

Scripture
Readings

February Ushers
Larry Baumbach, Joe Wilharms
February 2
Greeters: Mason - Gerry & Ed Kerwell
East - Phyllis & Gary Schroeder
Asst. Minister: Lois Hilger
Lector: Lois Hilger
Communion: Dennis Pringnitz
February 9
Greeters: Mason - Millie, Joe & Lindsey Wilharms
East - Mandie Klauer
Asst. Minister: Laury Grow
Lector: Laury Grow
Communion: Gene Krull
February 16
Greeters: Mason - Ron Bailey
East - Mary Kruckeberg/Mary Wheeler
Asst. Minister: Ron Williams
Lector: Ron Williams
Communion: Deb Werth
February 23
Greeter: Mason - Nita Williams
East - Mary & Tom Jensen
Asst. Minister: Mandie Klauer
Lector: Brian Klauer
Communion: Marty Grow
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February 2
Malachi 3:1-4
Hebrews 2:14-18
Luke 2:22-40
February 9
Isaiah 58:1-9a
1 Corinthians 2:1-12
Matthew 5:13-20
February 16
Deuteronomy 30:15-20
1 Corinthians 3:1-9
Matthew 5:21-37
February 23
Exodus 24:12-18
2 Peter 1:16-21
Matthew 17:1-9

Grace Lutheran Church
900 N. Mason St.
Appleton, WI 54914

February 2020

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1
9 am Hmong
Worship

2
9:30 am Worship
10:30 Christ. Ed.

3

4

5

6

7

8

7:30 pm AA
1:00 W&M Mtg

8:30-11:30 Quilters

9 am Bible Study
7:30 pm AA

10:30 Grilled
Cheese

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

10

11

12

13

14

15

7:30 pm AA
6:30 Joy Circle

8:30-11:30 Quilters

10:30 Grilled
Cheese

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

17

18

19

20

21

22

7:30 pm AA

8:30-11:30 Quilters

9 am Bible Study
7:30 pm AA
6:30 pm Council

10:30 Grilled
Cheese

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

24

25

26

27

28

29

7:30 pm AA

8:30-11:30 Quilters

9 am Bible Study
7:30 pm AA

10:30 Grilled
Cheese

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship
9 am FV Kindness Connect
In PAC

6:00 pm Potter’s
House Worship

9
9:30 am Worship
10:30 Christ. Ed.

9 am Bible Study
7:30 pm AA

10 am - 1pm
Salvation Army

6:00 pm Potter’s
House Worship

16
9:30 am Worship
10:30 Christ. Ed.

6:00 pm Potter’s
House Worship

23
9:30 am Worship
(Healing Service)
10:30 Christ. Ed.

**Newsletter
Articles due**

6:30 Worship
Ash Wednesday

6:00 pm Potter’s
House Worship
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The Fox Valley Lutheran Homes Annual Meeting will be held on Saturday, April 25 at 9 AM
(registration beginning at 8:30 AM) at 425 N Linwood Ave, Appleton, WI 54914. Are you interested in
attending? Please talk to Pastor Dan if interested.
Currently Accepting Applications for New Tenants
Are you interested in living at Linwood Place? It is never too early to have your name placed on our
waiting list. Please contact us for information and to schedule a tour by calling 920-734-7225 or by
emailing our Building Manager Brian Krauss (brian.fvlhomes@gmail.com) or Executive Director Lynn
Ann Clausing Rusch, (lynnann.fvlhomes@gmail.com).
We are a non-sectarian project. Persons 62 and over of any race, color, creed, religion, national origin
or sex are welcome.
Are You Looking for a Site to Host a Meeting or Social Event?
Linwood Commons is a great place to host an event with a capacity for 80 guests and a kitchen.
No fee is charged to Appleton Conference Congregations who wish to use the Commons for a meeting
related to congregational life. Included are such events as Congregation Council meetings, Bible studies, Women’s or Men’s Group meetings, Committee meetings, book study groups, etc. A
refundable $25 deposit is collected from all groups and will be returned if custodial service required.
If you are a member of an Appleton Conference Congregation and wish to hold a personal event
such as a birthday, anniversary, shower, or other celebration, a fee of $25 plus a $25 refundable
deposit will be charged. If you are interested in reserving the Commons for your event, please
contact Lynn Ann at 920-734-7225 or by email at lynnann.fvlhomes@gmail.com.
Our Wish List!
We were recently asked by one of our supporters to share a wish list of supplies we could use in support of our ministry at Linwood Commons. Those items include decaffeinated coffee (both pods &
ground), napkins, paper plates, cups and plastic ware, paper towels and reams of 8.5 X 11” white paper. We are grateful for your continued support. If you have items you are able to donate, please contact our Executive Director, Lynn Ann Clausing Rusch at 920-734-7225
or lynnann.fvlhomes@gmail.com to arrange a pickup.
Thank you to the many of you that I have had the privilege to meet and share our mission at FVLH. I
look forward to the opportunity to meet all of you. Please feel free to contact me to schedule a time for
me to introduce myself to you and/or your congregation and share the story of Linwood Place. I can
be reached at 920-734-7225 or lynnann.fvlhomes@gmail.com.
In His Service,
Lynn Ann Clausing Rusch,
Executive Director
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The Blessing Box continues to be used almost daily. The other day a member of
Grace saw a man and his little girl stop and get some items.

With the cold weather we cannot put items with water in the box such as Canned Vegetables, Canned Soup, Canned fruit or the little Fruit and Pudding cups, Spaghetti Sauce,
Canned Beans, etc. They will freeze, and the cans could explode.
The canned items we have will be saved for when it gets warmer, so if you want to bring
something like that, we will save them and be ready to go.
Now is the time for boxed items such as Mac N Cheese, Hamburger Helper kind of meals,
Ramon Noodles, Pasta, Dried Soups, Boxed Cereal, packaged mashed potatoes, Toilet Paper, Paper Towels etc.
Woodmans often has a bin in the aisle just in front of where you go to the meat area with
the little boxes of cereal that the kids like.
Grace has wonderful neighbors who are putting items in the Blessing Box all the time. I am
amazed what I find in there some days.
There is a table by the door to the parking lot and it is designated as “Winter Blessing Box”.
We keep that stocked for when the church is open.
The Book Nook is going well. All kinds of books are being taken daily. We take all!
THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP AND SUPPORT!!!!

Cheryl

Opportunities to Study God’s Message for You

A combined Grace and Trinity bible study meets on Wednesdays at 9
a.m. in the kitchen at Grace and on Fridays another group meets at 9
a.m. in the narthex. Please consider joining to study God’s message
for us at one or both of these discussions.
Who Are We?
The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations
in the United States, with more than 3.7 million members in more than 9,300 congregations across the 50
states and in the Caribbean region. Known as the
church of “God’s work. Our hands,” the ELCA emphasized the saving grace of God through faith in Jesus
Christ, unity among Christians and service in the world.
The ELCA’s roots are in the writings of German church
reformer, Martin Luther.

Care List
Prayers
Please keep these
members in your
prayers:

Marian Breitenfeldt
Dorothy Henke
Donny Kassube
Marie Mueller
Marv Wrege

Giving
If you are not able to join us on Sunday mornings for worship,
please remember as Grace Lutheran Church we still need to pay
the bills. You can direct your bank, online (Pay Pal or Direct
Banking) to send your payments, even if you aren’t here. When
you register, please list your envelope number as your account
number so the counters can record your giving accurately. You
can always send it in the mail also. Thank you for helping our
church meet our obligations.
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GRACE HAPPENINGS
Check out the Grace Web Site www.gracelutheranappleton.org for updated information
about our congregation. We also have a feature – Daily Devotions. Every day a new devotion is on our website. Check them out!
Cemetery Plots – Grace has several donated cemetery plots at Highlands Memorial Park.
The council has voted to put them up for sale to members of Grace. The cost for each plot
will be $250 payable to Grace. In addition, there is a fee payable to Highlands Memorial
Park in the amount of $125 for transfer of the deeds. We have an infant and a child plot
and are not being sold in case someone needs either of them.
We are offering them to Grace members first. If you are interested or have questions,
please see Cheryl Muggenthaler.
Ruby’s Pantry is a faith based organization that is for everyone w ho eats. I t is not
government funded. You can receive one portion (this equals 2 laundry baskets full of food)
for every $20.00 spent and you can get more than one portion, just bring extra baskets for
your food. You normally get pizza, frozen food, canned goods, meats, bread and other assorted items (could be toilet paper or napkins, etc). In the Appleton area Ruby’s is located at
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church at N1615 Meadowview Drive in Greenville WI 54942.
They distribute food the first Saturday of the month. There is some information available on
the table in the narthex. Even if you don’t need everything they offer, it can be shared with
people who can use it like our Faith In Action bags or our Blessing Box for nonperishable
items.
Once again it is the season of snow. There is a sign up sheet on the table in the narthex to
help with snow removal. In case of extreme weather, Grace will announce any closures thru
the radio on WHBY 1150 AM and thru the TV on station WBAY (ABC).

RUMMAGE SALE Y es, Grace will be holding its annual sale the last week of May this year
so please save your lightly used items till then.
Ushers needed
We are short 3 ushers for February to have a team of four. Can you help? Even if you don’t
want to sign up, please volunteer to help as you come to church. Thank you for any help you
can provide.

During Lent we will be collecting items for Pillars. Each Sunday in Lent we
will also have a noisy offering to help Pillars serve those in need. Bring
your loose change.
AAA Batteries
Air Freshener – Plug ins or Non Aerosol
Spray
Air Mattresses (New)
Alcohol-free Mouthwash
Bath Towels
Wash Cloths
Chicken Broth
Chips
Coffee Creamer (powdered or single serve)
Coffee
Cough Drops

Crackers
Digital Alarm Clocks
Dish Soap
Dixie Cups
Flip Flops (Adult and Child Sizes)
Garbage Bags 13, 39, or 55 Gallon
Granola Bars
Hand Soap
Juice
Napkins
Paper Plates
Toilet Paper
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KAIROS OUTSIDE is a ministry dedicated to women who have or have had a relative or
friend incarcerated. We want them to know that there is a Christian Community that cares
about them and their needs.
KAIROS OUTSIDE is a weekend retreat intended to help strengthen the family unit and encourage small support groups. One weekend each year is held which provides a secure place
for up to 30 women to share their struggles. KAIROS means...A SPECIAL TIME... and in the
lives of these women we know it will be GOD’S special time for them.The reason I am sharing this with you is I will be one of the Team Members serving on the next Kairos Outside
Weekend on October 23-25, 2020 at Spencer Lake Christian Center near Waupaca. We need
your financial help and prayer support.
Not everyone feels called to this type of ministry. Even if GOD hasn’t called you to participate on this weekend you can help us make the upcoming Weekend possible. Please take a
few minutes TODAY to consider this request. Sit down with a cup of tea and remember these
brokenhearted women who are going through a prison of their own. Count your blessings
and say a prayer. Make this a special time between you and God. If you feel that God is asking you to support us please make your tax deductible check payable to: Kairos Outside of
Eastern Wisconsin. If you feel better about giving me some cash personally, I can take it
with me to the Kairos meetings I attend.
Thank you for your help and may God bless you.
Your Sister In Christ,
Lois Hilger
Kairos Outside of Eastern Wisconsin
PO Box 2083
Oshkosh, WI 54903

I WOULD LIKE TO MAKE IT POSSIBLE FOR A WOMAN TO ATTEND A KAIROS OUTSIDE RETREAT
AT $125 PER WOMAN.
Enclosed you will find my check as a special gift.
Please check one of the following:
_____ Gift $______
_____One Scholarship $ 125.00
_____ 1/2 Scholarship $ 62.50
_____ 1/4 Scholarship $ 31.25
_____ a meal $10.00
------------------------------------------------Name_______________________________________
Address_____________________________________
_____________________________________
Phone No._____________________________________

Lent starts w ith Ash W ednesday on February 26. W e w ill have a w orship service at
6:30 pm that day. We are not having Lenten Midweek services here at Grace.
Delegates Needed from Grace
Crossways Camping Ministry on March 14 from 10 am to 1 pm, at St. Marks in
Neenah we need one female delegate.
Fox Valley Lutheran Homes on April 25 starting at 9 am, at FVLH we need one male
delegate.
East Central Synod of Wisconsin on May 15 & 16 in Oshkosh at the Best Western
Hotel and Convention Center we need one female delegate.
If you are interested in any of these positions please see Pastor Dan. Thanks!
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Sunday Worship
At Grace
Communion is celebrated at most
Services

Congregation Boards

February 2
9:30 am Worship

President
Mark Balkman
Vice-President Susan Anderson
Secretary
Laury Grow
Treasurer
Cookie Regal
Christian Education:
Jon Seidl –Council Rep
(Lois Hilger –Chairman)
Property
Robbie Johnson
Worship and Music
Becky Luett
Director of Finance Dennis Pringnitz

February 9
9:30 am Worship

February 16
9:30 am Worship

February 23
9:30 am Worship

Mission Statement
By grace, through faith,
we follow God’s word,
share gospel of Jesus Christ and bring hope
to others through
worship, education and outreach.

Grace Lutheran Church
900 N. Mason,
Appleton, WI 54914

Pastor Dan Luett
920/594-2015
pastordanluett@gmail.com

Church Office
920/733-9135
Grace54914@gmail.com
www.gracelutheranappleton.org
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