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Boldness Mission Covenant
Grace has possibilities to consider! Three area congregations have agreed to talk together about mission. The Council has selected Grace members to attend an initial meeting. They will meet with members of Trinity and Our Redeemer. Where will this lead? No one is sure. Pastor Jean DeVoll Donaldson,
the Evangelical Mission staff person for the synod is facilitating the meeting, which will be held sometime this month.
In an effort to listen to God’s direction in these possibilities clearly, members of Grace are invited to
commit to this Boldness Mission Covenant:
As people of the resurrection, in these weeks after Easter, we covenant together to reflect on the following common texts and pray these watchwords in order to listen to God’s word and wisdom for us,
in the hope of being given boldness in God’s mission.
A booklet with bible verses and a watchword for each week is available for your use over the next
eight weeks. I have worked out this pattern for listening to the Word and praying adapting the Moravian practice of Daily Texts.
Each week, members are asked to settle in for a time of reflection and then read the bible passage
three times. After the first reading, reflect on what catches your attention. After the second time,
think about where the passage connects with something in your life today. Finally, read the passage
again asking what God is saying to you and to this congregation. Throughout the
week remind yourself of the watchword.
The Adult Forum on Sundays will reflecting on these passages together each week
and discuss what emerges that seems important.

Week

Watchword

April 3

blessing
one
life
darkness
no condemnation

April 10
April 17
April 24
May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22

encouragement
seek
serve

Text
Genesis 12:1-3
Ephesians 4:4-6
Mark 8:34-35
1 Peter 2:9-10
Romans 8:1-2
Romans 15:5-6
Matthew 6:25-33
John 20:19-22

I’m hopeful that many of you will invest the time and effort to listen to God in this way. In
sharing this Boldness Mission Covenant, may God direct us towards greater mission in Christ’s
name in this area.
Peace, Pastor Vicki

Scripture Readings
April 3 – 2 Easter
Acts 5:27-32
Rev. 1:4-8
John 20:19-31
April 10 – 3 Easter
Acts 9:1-6 (7-20) Rev. 5:11-14
John 21:1-19
April 17 - 4 Easter
Acts 9:36-43
Rev. 7:9-17
John 20:22-30
April 24 — 5 Easter
Acts 11:1-18
Rev. 21:1-6
John 13:31-35

Mission Statement
Mission Statement
By grace, through faith, we
follow God’s word, share
gospel of Jesus Christ and
bring hope to others
through worship, education
and outreach.

April Worship Assistants
Ushers:
Organist:
Sound:

Bob Waldron, Ed Kerwell, Larry
Baumbach, Gerry Kerwell
Diane Bailey
Robbie Johnson

April 3—Second Sunday of Easter
Greeters
Mason—Marty Grow
East—Joy & Dirk DeBraal
Asst. Minister: Ron W illiams
Lector:
Sharon Meier
Communion: Dennis P ringnitz
April 10—Third Sunday of Easter
Greeters
M ason—Luann & Jon Seidl
East—Carol Aldinger/Bonne
Planner
Asst. Minister: Laury Grow
Lector:
Mark Balkman
Organist:
Diane Bailey
Communion:
Ron Bailey
April 17—Fourth Sunday of Easter
Greeters:
Mason– Mary Boldt
East– Verla Koerner/Sue
Anderson
Asst. Minister: Deb Baumbach
Lector:
Gerry Kerwell
Communion:
Gene Krull
April 24—Fifth Sunday of Easter
Greeters:
Mason—Phyllis & Gary
Schroeder
East—Gerry & Ed Kerwell
Asst. Minister: Mark Balkman
Lector:
Haley Fens
Communion:
M arty Grow

Joys and Concerns
~Selma Torbeck
~Muriel Tiedt
~Adeline Elias
~Donny Kassube
~Earl Breitenfeldt
~Henry Schoenborn
~Rev. Jennie
Johnson-Wrege
~Marie Mueller
~Mark Catlin
~Rose Zinck
~Melissa Heins

~May Cook
~Ellen Holz
~Terry Bellile
~Judi Kurth
~Robyn Messenger
~Jim DeBraal
~Linda Knoll
~Jim
~Gary Weigt
~Winston Augustus Smith

Prayer Team
Do you have a need? W hen you
need prayers said for you or a loved
one, we have Prayer Chain Teams. If
you have a prayer request, please call
Mary Hubers, 731-1428 or Carol
Sievert, 734-4473.
Baby Winston Augustus Smith (Tug)—
thank you for all your prayers for our
great nephew Tug who was born 40 days
early. He has some problems that we are
praying will improve as he grows. The good news
is that he was able to go home the end of last
week with his parents Paul & Marisa and big
brother Tyler. Because of the wonderful doctors
taking care of him he has done well. They are
being proactive and planning now for possible future problems. Please continue to keep him in
your prayers.
Cheryl & Tom Muggenthaler

February Financial
Beginning Balance

$ 34,777.15

Income

$ 12,933.15

Expenses

$ 10,352.07

Ending Balance

$ 37,358.23

Mortgage:

$110,789.66

Line of credit

$

-0-

FAITH IN ACTION SUNDAY
Sunday April 3 and every 1st Sunday
is food collection for Faith in Action.
Items such as canned goods, paper goods,
crackers, cookies and things easy to fix .
Thank you Shari Waldron for sharing these
items at Loaves & Fishes.
Aldi’s has many canned items for under
$1.00. Some veggies about $.69 a can. Mac
and cheese under $1.00. Paper goods such
as toilet paper and toweling also under $1.00

Thrivent Choice (YTS) $

3,272.88

Benevolence (YTD)

$

2,798.76

Savings

$

553.00

Thanks
From Thrivent—”We are pleased to let you know that we have made a deposit in your account on behalf of Thrivent Financials Thrivent Choice (R) program. We hope this gift helps to
further support your important work.
By directing Choice Dollars( R) through Thrivent Choice, eligible members recommend where
Thrivent Financial distributes some of its charitable outreach grant dollars among thousands
of participating nonprofit organizations and congregations.” Amount Received: $695.00.)
———————————————————————————————————————————————
From Crossways—”Dear Friends of Crossways—I would like to thank you for your gift to
Crossways Camping Ministries. You generosity is of vital importance to the future of Crossways Camping
Ministries and to each youth and adult camper who visits one of our three
sites. Each gift helps to ensure that our programs will continue to serve our Mission for
many years to come.
Again, thank you for your generous support in our efforts to equip people of all ages with an
experience that will change lives and communities. Your gift will help is ensure that every
camper or guest will be able to allow a quality camping or retreat experience. “
(Amount Given $156.00)
———————————————————————————————————————————————
From ELCA World Hunger— “Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen Indeed! Alleluia!
What a joy it is to say these words each Easter! To imagine all the people of God all around
the world singing, “Alleluia!”
For some the alleluias come easier, a celebration of thanksgiving and an answer to prayers.
For others the alleluias are more an expression of longing and hope for what is ahead,
especially for those who struggle to keep their families fed.
We, who help steward gifts to ELCA World Hunger, kneel in awe of how you and members of
your congregation have translated the joy and hope found in God’s love into a spirit of service
and generosity. We are especially excited to see the way the gifts shared in support of ELCA
World Hunger are multiplied in prayer, transforming the future for so many, both in the
United States and in countries around the world.
As you have opportunity, please express our gratitude. For me, the largest sign of the
difference we are making together is symbolized by the new community-owned tractor that is
being readied to clear and till the fields in Aphiward, Cambodia. With your help, more than a
thousand families relocated to this area of overgrown fields now have the tools that they need
to bring food and nourishment to their community.
Your continued support is especially important in 2016, the ELCA World Hunger year of focus
for Always Being Made New: The Campaign for the ELCA. And, through the campaign, we
have an opportunity to do even more together. Thank you for joining the whole church as we
creatively and courageously work toward a just world where all are fed.
Thank you, thank the congregation, and thanks be to God for the way we find our lives woven
together in Christ. “
The Rev. Daniel Rift,
Director, ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal
(2016 Lenten Offering $943.32 )
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Sunday School

Ushering Openings remain Jan/July and
gust. Let Ron Bailey know if you can help.
NO C-O-N-N-E-C-T- Dining in April.
resume in May.

AuW e w ill

Children’s Sunday School
is held Sunday mornings from
9:30—10:30 in the lower level of
Grace. Children from the
ages of 3 to 6th grade are
welcome to attend.

Property Committee—Spring is on its
way (at least we think it is) there are a
number of cleanup projects needed
around the church. This includes both
inside and outside. In the next couple
of weeks we will be coming up with a list of things
that need to be done and a workday we can get together and spruce up the church. Included in this
will be yard work, cleaning out some closets, carpet cleaning, clean and organize office, etc. If you
have any suggestions for items to be added to this
list, please let me know. Once we come up with a
list and date we will have a signup sheet on the Friday Bible Study— Each Friday at
desk in the gathering area. We hope that many of 9:00 a.m. a group meets to study the lesyou can come and help and make short work of the sons for Sunday Service.
needed projects. Thank you.
Dave Lease, Property Committee Chair

RUMMAGE SALE

Consider joining the group if you share in
the love of God and to study His word.
You do not have to be a member of Grace
Sunday Morning—Join the Adult Forum
at 9:30 a.m. using the Boldness Mission
Covenant. Please join the group for some
good discussion. Pastor Vicki leads this
Forum .

Care Team
GRACE RUMMAGE SALE: The annual church rummage
sale will be the week of May 15-22. This great weather may
really have you in the mood for spring cleaning (or not), but
please, if you are sorting through your belongings, please
consider saving gently-used items to donate to the sale.
Things that sell well include baby and children’s items, knick-knacks, furniture, and household/kitchen items. (Adult clothing does not sell well. Consider
donating adult clothing to the Community Clothes Closet or other community
agencies instead.) Please start cleaning and pricing your donations now. Also,
please set aside some time on your calendar the week of May 13 to help with
the set up; this makes everyone’s job easier. Details about dropping off
donations, volunteering to help, and about the sale itself will be in the May
newsletter. Remember, if you haven’t used something in a year, someone else
may have a better use for it.

Great News!!!!!!!

We are pleased to announce that Sara Bulkman, our new office
secretary, will start April 1, 2016 and work 10 hours a week.
She is also the secretary at Trinity Lutheran, Appleton. Sara will
be working mainly in the afternoon. She will easily fit in at Grace
as she is experienced and has served as a youth
minister in several congregations in this synod.
Sarah is married and is a member of Christus Lutheran in Greenville. She
volunteers at Homeless Connection, enjoys working Timber Rattler games and
using her gifts to serve the church.

Tom Jensen, Council President

To the members of Grace, Appleton
from the
East Central Synod of WI
For mission support beyond the congregation for Synodical and
Churchwide ministries of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Thank You
Grace’s 2015 offering to ELCA Mission Support $7,653.44

About The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations in the United States, with
more than 3.7 members in more than 9,300 congregations across the 50 states and
in the Caribbean region. Known as the church of “God’s work, Our hands,” the
ELCA emphasizes the saving grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ, unity
among Christians and service in the world. The ELCA’s roots are in the writings of
the German church reformer, Martin Luther.

Synod Assembly
East Central Synod of
Wisconsin Synod Assembly
May 20-21, 2016ast Central
We are church: Listening deeply to the
voice of the other

This year the Synod Mission to “Listen Deeply to
the Voice of the Others will be the assembly focus
Diversity on all levels will be experienced through
devotion, prayer, speakers, breakouts, and ministry moments in the form of “Stories
Speak”.

Visit the Assembly 2016 page
for
Registration
&
Information. Synod Assembly 2016

FVLH—April News
Happy Easter! Welcome to springtime! It’s hard to
believe that both Easter and spring are arriving so
early this year, but it seems possible that spring is
really going to be as early as Easter is this year.
The grass is starting to turn green, the birds are
singing in the morning, the tulips are pushing up
through the soil, and before long, we’ll be seeing
buds on the trees. The wonderful gifts of God are
reminding us of the new birth that comes to us
each and every day if we open our eyes to see it.
We currently have three two bedroom apartments
available to rent! For most of the past eight
months we have had a waiting list for our two
bedroom apartments and suddenly, three of are
open. Stop by to look; this may be the opportunity
you’ve been waiting for. One has western and
northern exposure; one has southern and western
exposure; and one has western exposure. There is
a one bedroom with eastern exposure. Call John at
920-419-5754 or Becky at 920-594-2016 to make
an appointment. We are much more than just an
apartment building!
We are looking for candidates for our Board of
Directors. Our Annual Meeting is Saturday, April
23, with registration at 8:30 a.m. and the meeting
at 9:00 a.m.. If you’d like more information or
need one of the board informational booklets,
please call Fox Valley Lutheran Homes at 7347225.

Becky Luett, AIM, Executive Director

Congregation Boards
Executive Committee
Tom Jensen, President
Cheryl Muggenthaler, VP
Ron William, Secretary
Dennis Pringnitz, Treasurer
Council
Jon Seidl, Rep resenting Education
Dorothy Dallmann, Finance
David Lease, Property
Rev. Jen Johnson-Wrege,
Worship and Music
Ministry Leaders
Sharon Meier, Care Team
Larry Baumbach, Tenant Advisor
Susan Pringnitz, High School Lunch
Shari Waldron, Loaves & Fishes
Call Committee
Mark Balkman , Chair
Carey Mackesy, Vice-Chair
Susan Anderson
Marilyn Catlin
Robbie Johnson
Gene Krull
Sharon Meier
Cheryl Muggenthaler
Larry Radloff
Jon Seidl

HOMEBOUND MEMBERS
Each week cards are on the table in
the gathering area for you to sign for
a homebound member.
Several times a month there are
envelopes with newsletters,
prayer books, etc. If you are
able to deliver a envelope to a
member that would be great.

ECSW

Job Posting

Administrative Assistant / Communications Director

Responsibilities: The Administrative Assistant/Communications Director works with
the Bishop and staff of the East Central Synod of Wisconsin of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America in the ministry of oversight of the life and mission of the church
in this territory. The Administrative Assistant relates specifically to matters of candidacy, leadership development and faith formation within the life of the synod. The Communications Director communicates the vision, mission and values of the East Central
Synod of Wisconsin of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. The Administrative
Assistant/Communications Director assists with accounting and receptionist duties.
The Administrative Assistant/Communicators Director witnesses to the faith, life and
values of this Church. This is a full-time, salaried position with health and retirement
benefits.
Qualifications/Skills:
* Bachelor's Degree with a major in Communications preferred.

* Excellent writing/editing and verbal communication skills
* Excellent leadership, program planning and volunteer management experience
and skills.
* Sincere commitment to work collaboratively with staff and congregational leaders.
* Excellent computer skills and knowledge of Excel, Word Processing, Graphic De
sign and Email.
* Flexibility to adapt in a changing work environment.
* Application of a strong faith that is consistent with the theology and practice of
the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Compensation: Commensurate w ith experience. Full-time, salaried position with
health and retirement benefits.
Send letter of interest and resume to:
Office of the Bishop
East Central Synod of Wisconsin
16 Tri-Park Way
Appleton, Wisconsin 54914

Worship at Grace
Grace Lutheran Church
900 N. Mason, Appleton, WI 54914
Pastor Vicki Fink - 920/450-7796
Office
Email
Web Site

920/733-9135
Grace54914@gmail.com
www.gracelutheranappleton.org

Worship Times
Sunday
8:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Communion celebrated at both services
Sunday School
Adult Forum

9:30 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

Lower Level
February 14—March 13
Parish Activity Center

Grace is a congregation of the ELCA. A
church of more than 4 million members
with the vision of being claimed by
God’s grace for the sake of the world.

WELCA Spring Event

Crossways Day Camp
July

5-8

9:00 a.m.—3:00 p.m.
Area Appleton Congregations are
working with Crossways Camping
Ministries to hold a combined Day
Camp in Appleton at Zion Lutheran.
Mary Hubers is Grace’s Coordinator.
More News to
Follow!!

Grief Support Symposium
9th Annual Grief Support Symposium on Saturday, April 30, 2016
from 8:30 am-12:30pm at The
University of Wisconsin Fox Valley,
1478 Midway Road, Menasha. This free event
is open to those who are grieving and those
who
companion them. Keynote Address,
“But I Didn’t Say Goodbye: Helping Individuals, Families and Communities Cope with
Tragedy” will be presented by Barbara Rubel,
a nationally and internationally recognized
speaker and leader in the field of sudden loss
and compassion fatigue. Following Ms. Rubel’s
presentation participants may attend a Public
Panel presentation entitled, “Understanding
Loss and Tragedy in Our Communities”,
presented by Barb Bigalke, Executive Director
of the Center for Suicide Awareness and also
have the opportunity to visit the informational
booths. To register call 920-831-9905. Sponsored by the Fox Valley Grief Network.

DATE:
TIME:

Saturday April 9, 2016
8:00 am – Lunch will be
served
WHERE:
Zion Lutheran Church,
Oneida St, Appleton
COST:
$15.00
THEME:
Luke 8:11b The Seed is
the Word of God
Speaker: Theresa Poole
Registration Forms on
Desk in Gathering Area.

Summer Camp
Crossways Camping
Ministries have 3 camps in our
area with a variety of
programs all summer long for
children, youth and adults.
Look for brochures in the
Gathering Area on the desk.
F0X VALLEY LUTHERAN HOMES –
ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE
Monday, April 25th, 10:30 am a
speaker from the WI Alzheimer’s Assn.
will present a program in Linwood
Commons, 425 N. Linwood, Appleton.
“Effective Communication” is the
topic. It is stressful to have meaningful communication with persons with
the diagnosis of Alzheimer’s. Please
join us to enhance your skills and
sharpen your knowledge. There is no
fee for attending the program but we
do request you call to let us know you
are coming. Call us at
734-7225 to reserve
your spot!

