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Dear Friends in Christ,
Happy New Years! I hope and pray you all had a great Christmas and New Year’s
Day. I had a good Christmas (be it a late one on December 30) due to other family obligations.

The church begins this new year by celebrating Epiphany on January 6. Epiphany is
always on January 6, but this year it occurs on a Sunday! We also have a long Epiphany season as it last until early March.
During the Epiphany season we celebrate the in-breaking of God’s light. The readings
help us understand that the manifestation of God is for all people everywhere. This is a
message of radical inclusively. The magi are drawn from the east to come to pay homage to the Christ child. They who were once far off are now embraced by the one true
God, who has sent a Savior into the world. Likewise, Paul reports in Ephesians that he
has been given grace to “bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of
Christ” (Ephesians 3:8). Just as Isaiah had foretold, nations shall come to God’s light
(Isaiah 60:3). Everyone is welcome, and so are their gifts. Just as the magi showed
their respect for Christ with gold, frankincense, and myrrh, we can offer our gifts and
talents to further the brightness of God’s dawn. Whatever we bring, no matter how simple, is accepted and used for a mighty purpose.
There is also a sense of joy at this Epiphany. When the magi saw that the star
they were following had stopped over the place where the Christ child lay, they were
overwhelmed with joy (Matthew 2:10). The angel had declared to the shepherds that
the newborn child would bring good news of great joy for all the people (Luke 2:10).
Now again, Christ brings joy to all. Christianity is a truly joyful religion.
Through word and sacrament we too are invited to rise and shine, for our light
has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon us. Fed and nourished in worship,
we are sent forth to bear witness, to let our little lights shine.
This year help Grace continue to spread the grace of God to our neighbors,
friends, the City of Appleton and the world. God is good! All the time!

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Dan

P.S. See you in church!

Who Are We?
The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations in the United States, with more than 3.7 million
members in more than 9,300 congregations across
the 50 states and in the Caribbean region. Known as
the church of “God’s work. Our hands,” the ELCA emphasized the saving grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ, unity among Christians and service in the
world. The ELCA’s roots are in the writings of German church reformer, Martin Luther.
1

January Worship
Assistants
January Ushers
Dennis Pringnitz, Gary Schroeder, Joyce Learman

Scripture
Readings

January 6
Greeters: Mason - Mary & Ray Hubers
East - Karen Miller
Asst. Minister: Becky Luett
Lector: Becky Luett
Communion 8:30 am: Dennis Pringnitz
Communion 10:30 am: Luann Seidl

January 6
Isaiah 60:1-6
Ephesians 3:1-12
Matthew 2:1-12
January 13
Isaiah 43:1-7
Acts 8:14-17
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

January 13
Greeters: Mason - Joy & Dirk De Braal
East - Marty Grow
Asst. Minister: Laury Grow
Lector: Laury Grow
Communion 8:30 am: Ron Bailey
Communion 10:30 am: Deb Werth

January 20
Isaiah 62:1-5
1 Corinthians 12:1-11
John 2:1-11

January 20
Greeters: Mason - Bonne Planner
East - Luann Seidl/ Jon Seidl
Asst. Minister: Mandie Klauer
Lector: Cheryl Muggenthaler
Communion 8:30 am: Gene Krull
Communion 10:30 am: Luann Seidl

January 27
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6,8-10
1 Corinthians 12:12-31a
Luke 4:14-21

January 27
Greeter: Mason - Verla Koerner/Sue Anderson
East - Mary Boldt
Asst. Minister: Tom Jensen
Lector: Carey Mackesy
Communion 8:30 am: Marty Grow
Communion 10:30 am: Deb Werth
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Grace Lutheran Church
900 N. Mason St.
Appleton, WI 54914

January 2019

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1

6
8:30 am Worship

Thursday

Friday

2

3

4

9 am Bible Study
7:00 pm Concert
6:45 pm AA

10 am Grilled
Cheese Lunch

9 am
Bible Study

7:00 pm Potter’s
House Worship

9

10

11

12

7:30 pm AA

9 am Bible Study
6:30 pm Worship
6:45 pm AA

10 am Grilled
Cheese Lunch
10 am - 1pm
Salvation Army

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

16

17
No
Cheesers

18

19

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

14

15

8:30 am Worship

6:30 Joy Circle
7:30 pm AA

8:30 am Quilting

9 am Bible Study
6:30 pm Worship
6:30 pm Council
6:45 pm AA

7:00 pm Potter’s
House Worship

7:00pm Potter’s
House Worship

10:30 am Worship

9:25 am Sunday
School
9:30 am Semi-Annual
Meeting (Budget)

21

22

23

24

25

26

7:30 pm AA

8:30 am Quilting
6:00 pm Confirmation

9 am Bible Study
6:30 pm Worship

10 am Grilled
Cheese Lunch

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

6:45 pm AA

10:30 am Worship

Newsletter
articles due

27

28

29

7:30 pm AA

8:30 am Quilting
6:00 pm Confirmation

8:30 am Worship
9:25 am Sunday
School
9:30 am New Member
Class

9 am Hmong
Worship

8:30 am Quilting

13

8:30 am Worship

5

8

10:30 am Worship

20

Saturday

7

9:25 am Sunday
School

9:25 am Sunday
School
9:30 am Cong Conversation

Wednesday

7:00 pm Potter’s
House Worship

30

31

9 am Bible Study
6:30 pm Worship
6:45 pm AA

10 am Grilled
Cheese Lunch

10:30 am Youth/
Family Led
Worship
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JANUARY 2019 NEWS
Merry Christmas (this is still the Christmas season, you know !), Happy N ew
Year, and Thank You, all rolled into one!!! We have two new staff members this January
that weren’t here a year ago and nine new tenants! Many faces have changed in the last
year. We are getting a new roof; hopefully it’s in place by the time you are reading this!
AND we have an exciting spring ahead of us. We have been offered a $50,000 matching
grant! You will soon be getting more details about this thrilling opportunity!
We have three vacancies, both 1 and 2 bedrooms, on the 2nd and 3rd floors. Call Becky at
734-7225 to make an appointment to see either or both apartments Come for a tour and
get on our waiting list, even if this isn’t the time for you to make a move.
Thanks for your donations for our 2018 Fall Appeal for our Roof! This was the best Fall
Appeal ever, with a total of $19,130 raised! We thank you all so very much! We will be
sending out your end of the year statements soon, so you can watch for them. If you’d like
to get on our email mailing list, please contact our office and ask for Katie or Becky at 7347225, to hear about all the special events that will be going on this year for our 25 th Anniversary and for our Matching Grant! We already have some fun things in the plans!
Thanks to the volunteers who helped with the Christmas bags! They help bring your
congregations into Linwood Place and keep the connections just a little bit closer! We need
you! You make a difference! Your hands are indeed doing God’s work! We at Fox Valley Lutheran Homes are thankful for you!

Care List
Prayers
Please keep these
members in your
prayers:

Marian Breitenfeldt
Dorothy Henke
Ellen Holz
Donny Kassube
Marie Mueller
Pastor Jim Seim
Marv Wrege
Rose Zinck

Are you thinking about becoming a Member of Grace?
We are planning a new member Sunday in February. All interested in joining Grace are invited to gather on Sunday, January 27,
at 9:30 in Pastor Dan’s Office. If you have any questions see Pastor Dan or call him at 594-2015 or email him
at pastordanluett@gmail.com.

Opportunities to Study God’s Message for
You

A combined Grace and Trinity bible study meets on Wednesdays at
9 a.m. in the kitchen at Grace and on Fridays another group meets
at 9 a.m. in the narthex. Please consider joining to study God’s
message for us at one or both of these discussions.
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GRACE HAPPENINGS
Check out the Grace Web Site www.gracelutheranappleton.org for updated information about our congregation. We also have a new feature – Daily Devotions. Every day a new devotion is on our website. Check them out!
Ruby’s Pantry is a faith based organization that is for everyone who eats. It is not government
funded. You can receive one portion (this equals 2 laundry baskets full of food) for every $20.00 spent
and you can get more than one portion, just bring extra baskets for your food. You normally get pizza, frozen food, canned goods, meats, bread and other assorted items (could be toilet paper or napkins, etc). In
the Appleton area Ruby’s is located at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church at N1615 Meadowview
Drive in Greenville WI 54942. They distribute food the first Saturday of the month. There is some information available on the table in the narthex. Even if you don’t need everything they offer, it can be shared
with people who can use it like our Faith In Action bags or our Blessing Box for nonperishable items.
Faith in Action is done the first Sunday of the month. Please bring in your items. The items are
very much appreciated.
Cemetery Plots – Grace has several donated cemetery plots at Highlands Memorial Park. The council
has voted to put them up for sale to members of Grace. The cost for each plot will be $250 payable to
Grace. In addition, there is a fee payable to Highlands Memorial Park in the amount of $125 for transfer
of the deeds. We have an infant and a child plot and are not being sold in case someone needs either of
them. We have a mausoleum for two and is $1,000 plus the $125 for the transfer of the deed. It includes
the opening and closing. If cremation is used two can be put in the same plot. However, there is an additional charge from Highlands to do so. The charge is one-half of the assessed value at the time of the 2nd
burial. Current value is approximately $4,000 so the additional charge would be $2,000 if you paid it now
and could be higher at a later date.
We are offering them to Grace members first. If you are interested or have questions, please see Cheryl
Muggenthaler.

Are you looking for a creative outlet? Are you willing to lend a hand? Grace Sunday School can use additional helpers and teachers. We have a great group of students to work with. Please contact Lois
Hilger 920-850-0111 or Pastor Dan if you have any questions. We will be happy to have your participation to help share the responsibility of teaching our young people. God bless you for considering this!
Once again it is the season of snow. There is a sign up sheet on the table in the narthex to help with
snow removal. In case of extreme weather, Grace will announce any closures thru the radio on WHBY
1150 AM and thru the TV on station WBAY (ABC).
The QUILTING GROUP needs some help. They have an abundance of material and fabric but need help
pulling it all together. Help is needed in sewing the tops and bottoms together which can be done at your
home with all materials provided. They might even have an extra sewing machine for you to use. They
also meet on Tuesday mornings from 8:30 am - 11:30 pm or any time in between to sew and tie all the
quilts. The quilts get donated overseas thru Lutheran World Relief. If you would like time to enjoy others
company and be part of this amazing giving or if you have questions, please let Susan Pringnitz know at
920-284-2074.
Flowers in Church
The Altar Guild has a Flower Chart by the Nursery door near the East stairway in the narthex for those who may want to donate an arrangement of live flowers for worship on any
Sunday. Please put your name next to the date you would like and contact Karen Krull,
739-3880 or Diane Bailey, 734-9076 to get the details. You may want to recognize a special birthday or anniversary coming up or just order them for any Sunday.
The new 2019 Aging & Disability Resource Directory is here and available for anyone interested. It is in the narthex.
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January 13th 9:30 am
Second Sunday
Congregation Conversations

To: Deepen our faith
Help us figure out where & how God is calling
us to serve today
Strengthen our congregation for mission
Takes place between worship services
Coffee & goodies provided

Please come and have your voice heard
We have a special guest coming to talk about the demographics of our neighborhood.

The Blessing Box continues to be used almost daily. The other day a member of
Grace saw a man and his little girl stop and get some items.
With the cold weather we cannot put items with water in the box such as Canned Vegetables, Canned Soup, Canned fruit or the little Fruit and Pudding cups, Spaghetti Sauce,
Canned Beans, etc. They will freeze, and the cans could explode.
Now is the time for boxed items such as Mac N Cheese, Hamburger Helper kind of meals,
Ramon Noodles, Pasta, Dried Soups, Boxed Cereal, packaged mashed potatoes, Toilet Paper, Paper Towels etc.
Woodmans often has a bin in the aisle just in front of where you go to the meat area with
the little boxes of cereal that the kids like for $.39 a box.
Grace has wonderful neighbors who are putting items in the Blessing Box all the time. I am
amazed what I find in there some days.
The canned items we have will be saved for when it gets warmer, so if you want to bring
something like that, we will save them and be ready to go.
The Book Nook is going well. All kinds of books are being taken daily. We were able to get
several hundred books free at the AAUW book fair recently for all ages, but that does not
mean that if you have books you want to get rid of, we don’t want them. We take all!
An Idea: W e have a few items such as scarves, baby pajamas, tow els, a couple
donated afghans, and items from the rummage sale. I know I have a whole box of candles
I don’t use and also some Christmas ornaments. So, if you have items that you no longer
want or need, we can put a little note on them and put in the Blessing Box.
If anyone has questions, please let me know.

Cheryl Muggenthaler
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Coming to the 10:30 worship

January 27 . . . .

Youth/Family Led Worship
Traditional worship led and proclaimed with additional new voices.
Everyone welcome!



Students will sing during worship
Youth and parents participate as:
- Greeters
- Readers
- Helpers w/Holy Communion
- Assistants to set up for the service
- Assistants to put worship items
away and leave the church
neat and clean

Come, worship with us and check it out on Sunday,
January 27, 10:30 A.M.
Care Notes:
If you use the east doors, you may have noticed a kiosk with pamphlets in it. These are
available to any of you so please check them out. You may gain some insight and helpful
hints if you are concerned with aging, cancer, anger management, forgiving, stress,
courage, dementia, or grief and loss, just to mention some subjects. Please take time
and help yourself.
Advent bags: well, you did it again! Thanks for providing so many different items for the
gift bags. They were stuffed with a nice variety of items donated by you and appreciated
by many. Happy new year!
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Congregation Boards

Sunday Worship
At Grace

Executive Committee
Tom Jensen, P resident
Cheryl Muggenthaler, VP

Communion is celebrated at all
services.

Laury Grow, Secretary

December 2

Dennis Pringnitz, Treasurer

8:30 am Worship
9:25 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

Council
Jon Seidl, Education

December 9

You??, P roperty

8:30 am Worship
9:25 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

Rev. Jen Johnson-Wrege,
Worship and Music
Mark Balkman, Finance

December 16
8:30 am Worship
9:15 am Sunday School Christmas
Program at end of 1st service
10:30 am Worship

Ministry Leaders
Lois Hilger, Sunday School Coord.
Sharon Meier, Care Team Coord.

December 23

Bob Waldron, Building Use Coord.

8:30 am Worship
9:25 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

Susan Pringnitz, High School Lunch
Shari Waldron, Faith in Action

December 30

8:30 am Worship
9:25 NO Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

Grace Lutheran Church
900 N. Mason,
Appleton, WI 54914

Pastor Dan Luett

Mission Statement

920/594-2015
pastordanluett@gmail.com

By grace, through faith,
we follow God’s word,
share gospel of Jesus Christ and bring hope
to others through worship,
education and outreach.

Church Office
920/733-9135
Grace54914@gmail.com
www.gracelutheranappleton.org
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