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Dear Friends in Christ,
Happy New Years! I hope and pray you all had a great Christmas and New Year’s
Day. I hope to have a good Christmas on December 29th! We celebrate late as both
Becky and I are working on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. We encourage our family to enjoy their own kids and go to the in-laws on those days.
Thanks to all who came to our Open House! We had a great time and were pleased
to see so many of you. Thanks to those who brought gifts and to those who have
dropped off gifts in my office. Thanks, also, for the many beautiful cards!
The church begins this new year, 2020, by celebrating Epiphany on January 6. The
Wise men have just gotten to baby Jesus. A newborn baby often elicits “oohs” and
“ahs” from its admirers and yet developmentally, may be doing nothing incredibly remarkable—only able to focus on objects only about 18 inches in front of its face and
prone to stare at any shiny object. Nevertheless, a newborn is a miracle to behold, filled
with wonder for the world around it and desiring nothing more than to be fed, held,
rocked, nurtured, and loved.
The gifts of the magi direct us away from the cute, cuddly, cooing baby Jesus by
pointing us to who Jesus really has come to be. The magi offer gold, a possession of
kings; frankincense, used in ritual to indicate the presence of the deity; and myrrh, an
oil used at the time of death as well as for anointing priests. By their gifts, the wise
men reveal the identity of this child: the king before whom nations will bow, the anointed high priest of God, and the suffering servant who will die for the ones he has come
to serve.
The “oohs” and “ahs” we offer as we celebrate the Epiphany of Our Lord are not
simply for a cooing and cuddly baby Jesus but for a God who chooses to reveal God’s
love and mercy by taking human form. On Epiphany, we celebrate that God’s mercy is
wider and deeper than we imagined and includes all people and all nations. All people—
rich or poor, Gentile or Jew, male or female—are God’s treasure, the precious ones for
whom God is willing to die. What do we bring to honor our Lord before whom we bow?
We bring the treasure of our lives poured out in praise of God and in service to others.
The main image of Epiphany is light. The star symbolizes a new light in the cosmos.
The dawn pierces the thick darkness that has obscured our vision. During January, the
northern hemisphere is experiencing a gradual lightening of the darkest time of the
year, an appropriate time for the church to praise Christ as the light.
Through word and sacrament we too are invited to rise and shine. Let your light
shine at Grace and to spread that light around Appleton and the world!

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Dan

P.S. See you in church!
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January Worship
Assistants
January Ushers
Dennis Pringnitz, Gary Schroeder, Joyce Learman
January 5
Greeters: Mason - Mary & Ray Hubers
East - Karen Miller
Asst. Minister: Ron Williams
Lector: Marilyn Catlin
Communion: Dennis Pringnitz
January 12
Greeters: Mason - Sharon & Bob Meier
East - Linda Grebe
Asst. Minister: Mandie Klauer
Lector: Tom Jensen
Communion: Deb Werth

Scripture
Readings

January 5
Jeremiah 31:7-14
Ephesians 1:3-14
John 1:1-18
January 12
Isaiah 42:1-9
Acts 10:34-43
Matthew 3:13-17
January 19
Isaiah 49:1-7
1 Corinthians 1:1-9
John 1:29-42

January 19
Greeters: Mason - Bonne Planner
East - Luann Seidl/Jonathon Seidl
Asst. Minister: Tom Jensen
Lector: Cheryl Muggenthaler
Communion: Gene Krull

January 26
Isaiah 9:1-4
1 Corinthians 1:10-18
Matthew 4:12-23

January 26
Greeter: Mason - Verla Koerner/Sue Anderson
East - Mary Boldt
Asst. Minister: Becky Luett
Lector: Becky Luett
Communion: Marty Grow
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Grace Lutheran Church
900 N. Mason St.
Appleton, WI 54914

January 2020

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

1

5
9:30 am Worship
10:30 Cong Mtg
10:30 Christ. Ed.

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

4

2

3

10:30 Grilled
Cheese

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

6

7

8

9

10

11

7:30 pm AA

8:30-11:30 Quilters
10:30 W& M Mtg

9 am Bible Study
7:30 pm AA

10:30 Grilled
Cheese

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

16

17

18

10:30 Grilled
Cheese

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

10 am - 1pm
Salvation Army

6:00 pm Potter’s

12
9:30 am Worship
10:30 Christ. Ed.

15

13

14

7:30 pm AA
6:30 Joy Circle

8:30-11:30 Quilters

9 am Bible Study
7:30 pm AA

20

21

22

23

24

25

7:30 pm AA

8:30-11:30 Quilters

9 am Bible Study
7:30 pm AA
6:30 pm Council

10:30 Grilled
Cheese

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

29

30

31

9 am Bible Study
7:30 pm AA

10:30 Grilled
Cheese

9 am
Bible Study

6:00 pm Potter’s
House Worship

19
9:30 am Worship
10:30 Christ. Ed.

6:00 pm Potter’s
House Worship

26
9:30 am Worship
(Healing Service)
10:30 Christ. Ed.

11:30-1:00 pm
[Re]Building
meeting

**Newsletter
Articles due**

27

28

7:30 pm AA

8:30-11:30 Quilters

6:00 pm Potter’s
House Worship
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Currently Accepting Applications for Our Tenant Waiting List

Are you interested in living at Linwood Place? Linwood Place Apartments are for those 62 and older.
Linwood Place is a 41-unit apartment complex at 425 N Linwood Ave. in Appleton.
Our community is based on mutual respect, friendship, and understanding. A tenant's
apartment is his/her home and is respected as such. Our apartments include full size appliances, air conditioning, cable tv, underground parking, on-site laundry facilities, a secure
building entrance, locked basement storage, custodial and yard service, a beauty shop, inside mail delivery, inside garbage collection, and a large Commons/Meeting area. Each
apartment has a balcony overlooking the grounds and/or the adjacent park.

Community activities are available in Linwood Commons and include monthly worship and
communion services, Bible studies, exercise classes, card games, book club, bingo, foot
care clinics, flu shot clinics, family gatherings, and other parties.
Please contact Executive Director, Lynn Ann Clausing Rusch at 920-734-7225 or
at lynnann.fvlhomes@gmail.com for information and to schedule a tour.

Seeking Part Time Administrative Help

Are you interested in a flexible administrative office position? Fox Valley Lutheran Homes is
looking to hire a person with office experience to support our fiscal operations for 6 hours
per week. Contact Executive Director Lynn Ann Clausing Rusch
at lynnann.fvlhomes@gmail.com for more information.
Thank you to the many of you that I have had the privilege to meet and share our mission
at FVLH. I look forward to the opportunity to meet all of you. Please feel free to contact
me to schedule a time for me to introduce myself to you and/or your congregation and
share the story of Linwood Place. I can be reached at 920-734-7225
or lynnann.fvlhomes@gmail.com.
Lynn Ann Clausing Rusch, Executive Director

AN INVITATION:
FVLH would like to invite ALL people who enjoy singing to consider joining the choir at
FVLH. We practice on Thursday afternoons from 3:30 to 4:30. We sing at the monthly
worship and communion service at FVLH held at 9:30 AM on the 1st Thursday of each
month. We make a Joyful Noise! No auditions required!
Call Becky Luett if you have questions. Rehearsals to start back up after Christmas break
on January 16.
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The Blessing Box continues to be used almost daily. The other day a member of
Grace saw a man and his little girl stop and get some items.

With the cold weather we cannot put items with water in the box such as Canned Vegetables, Canned Soup, Canned fruit or the little Fruit and Pudding cups, Spaghetti Sauce,
Canned Beans, etc. They will freeze, and the cans could explode.
The canned items we have will be saved for when it gets warmer, so if you want to bring
something like that, we will save them and be ready to go.
Now is the time for boxed items such as Mac N Cheese, Hamburger Helper kind of meals,
Ramon Noodles, Pasta, Dried Soups, Boxed Cereal, packaged mashed potatoes, Toilet Paper, Paper Towels etc.
Woodmans often has a bin in the aisle just in front of where you go to the meat area with
the little boxes of cereal that the kids like.
Grace has wonderful neighbors who are putting items in the Blessing Box all the time. I am
amazed what I find in there some days.
There is a table by the door to the parking lot and it is designated as “Winter Blessing Box”.
We keep that stocked for when the church is open.
The Book Nook is going well. All kinds of books are being taken daily. We take all!
THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP AND SUPPORT!!!!

Cheryl

Opportunities to Study God’s Message for You

A combined Grace and Trinity bible study meets on Wednesdays at 9
a.m. in the kitchen at Grace and on Fridays another group meets at 9
a.m. in the narthex. Please consider joining to study God’s message
for us at one or both of these discussions.
Who Are We?
The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations
in the United States, with more than 3.7 million members in more than 9,300 congregations across the 50
states and in the Caribbean region. Known as the
church of “God’s work. Our hands,” the ELCA emphasized the saving grace of God through faith in Jesus
Christ, unity among Christians and service in the world.
The ELCA’s roots are in the writings of German church
reformer, Martin Luther.

Care List
Prayers
Please keep these
members in your
prayers:

Marian Breitenfeldt
Dorothy Henke
Ellen Holz
Donny Kassube
Marie Mueller
Marv Wrege

Giving
If you are not able to join us on Sunday mornings for worship,
please remember as Grace Lutheran Church we still need to pay
the bills. You can direct your bank, online (Pay Pal or Direct
Banking) to send your payments, even if you aren’t here. When
you register, please list your envelope number as your account
number so the counters can record your giving accurately. You
can always send it in the mail also. Thank you for helping our
church meet our obligations.
5

GRACE HAPPENINGS
Check out the Grace Web Site www.gracelutheranappleton.org for updated information
about our congregation. We also have a feature – Daily Devotions. Every day a new devotion is on our website. Check them out!
2019 End of year Statements w ill be available before J anuary 31, 2020. P lease
watch for your statement when the time comes. By law we have to mail out any that are
over $600.00 if not picked up.
If you give through your bank, remember to update your envelope number, in the account
Section, to your 2020 envelope number.
Cemetery Plots – Grace has several donated cemetery plots at Highlands Memorial Park.
The council has voted to put them up for sale to members of Grace. The cost for each plot
will be $250 payable to Grace. In addition, there is a fee payable to Highlands Memorial
Park in the amount of $125 for transfer of the deeds. We have an infant and a child plot
and are not being sold in case someone needs either of them.
We are offering them to Grace members first. If you are interested or have questions,
please see Cheryl Muggenthaler.
Ruby’s Pantry is a faith based organization that is for everyone w ho eats. I t is not
government funded. You can receive one portion (this equals 2 laundry baskets full of food)
for every $20.00 spent and you can get more than one portion, just bring extra baskets for
your food. You normally get pizza, frozen food, canned goods, meats, bread and other assorted items (could be toilet paper or napkins, etc). In the Appleton area Ruby’s is located at
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church at N1615 Meadowview Drive in Greenville WI 54942.
They distribute food the first Saturday of the month. There is some information available on
the table in the narthex. Even if you don’t need everything they offer, it can be shared with
people who can use it like our Faith In Action bags or our Blessing Box for nonperishable
items.
Once again it is the season of snow. There is a sign up sheet on the table in the narthex to
help with snow removal. In case of extreme weather, Grace will announce any closures thru
the radio on WHBY 1150 AM and thru the TV on station WBAY (ABC).
RUMMAGE SALE Y es, Grace will be holding its annual sale the last week of May this year
so please save your lightly used items till then.
ADVENT BAGS M embers of Grace, you did it again! W ith your thoughtful donations,
the care team was able to fill fourteen bags with a nice variety of items for our less mobile
members, things they both can use and enjoy. Thanks for brightening their days, and thank
you for keeping them in your prayers.
GRACE VISITORS The care team is looking for 2 -3 people who are willing to meet and
develop a friendly relationship with a less mobile member of our church family. As we age,
we tend to stay home more, and that can get quiet and lonely...or just boring. The care
team would match you with one individual who you would visit once a month and perhaps
send a card or call them an additional time each month. That’s all. Please contact Sharon
Meier, 739-4291, for more information. You are needed!
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“A Special Baby”

Thank you to the Sunday School for participating in our worship service on December 22 and
presenting the Christmas story. It was much appreciated by the congregation. Thank you to
the teachers and leaders for their dedicated time week after week for teaching our children
the true meaning of Christmas.
Please mark your calendars for the semi-annual congregational meeting on
Sunday January 5th following the worship service at approximately 10:30 am.
We will be presenting the 2020 budget for congregational approval. Please plan on
attending.
Thank you received
Thank you for being a blessed ministry to our Hmong church. We are incredibly grateful to
have a sanctuary to worship our Lord Jesus year after year. We pray God continues to bless
& use your church as a vessel for other ministries to continue to build up in Christ & be His
Light in this world. -Hmong Church
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Sunday Worship
At Grace
Communion is celebrated at most
Services

Congregation Boards

January 5
9:30 am Worship

President
Mark Balkman
Vice-President Susan Anderson
Secretary
Laury Grow
Treasurer
Cookie Regal
Christian Education:
Jon Seidl –Council Rep
(Lois Hilger –Chairman)
Property
Robbie Johnson
Worship and Music
Becky Luett
Director of Finance Dennis Pringnitz

January 12
9:30 am Worship

January 19
9:30 am Worship

January 26
9:30 am Worship

Mission Statement
By grace, through faith,
we follow God’s word,
share gospel of Jesus Christ and bring hope
to others through
worship, education and outreach.

Grace Lutheran Church
900 N. Mason,
Appleton, WI 54914

Pastor Dan Luett
920/594-2015
pastordanluett@gmail.com

Church Office
920/733-9135
Grace54914@gmail.com
www.gracelutheranappleton.org
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