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WHAT THEN?
It’s been six months so far together in Grace’s time of transition. Last
Fall before I came here, I was in transition myself. Here is an excerpt
from my bio on Grace’s website: (www.gracelutheranappleton.org)
“I was out in the garden, finally doing fall clean up last year. I had put it
off, but not for the regular reasons. This was a delay tactic because I knew
in my heart that I was getting a closed door from God- and I don’t like
those. When I’m out working in the yard, I know that somehow the Spirit
blows in a way that reassures me even in my stubbornness. I had thought
my life would take one path and I needed to face that things weren’t going
that way. When I had most of the work done in the yard and had clearly
faced that it was a no, I responded out loud with a “Well, then what?” I
had been a pastor for 20+ years and I thought I was being called to
another line of service. But no that wasn’t it. “Fine” I told God that day,
“What then?”
The next day I got a phone call and was asked if I would consider being
pastor at Grace Lutheran in Appleton. They were in transition. Their
pastor of 12 years had just retired, could I come take over general duties
as they discerned the direction God was calling them moving forward? We
were members at Grace when our children were young. I worked on plenty
of projects back then, but we moved to North Carolina for my husband’s
work. During that time, I started seminary. We returned to the Valley, I
finished up my work and was ordained at Grace! Yes, I would help out now
in this time of transition.”
Much of life is spent in the “what then?” space. I personally am glad
when it’s over. I would like to be someone who enjoys that space more,
who relishes daydreaming about where God is leading. I am confident in
God’s goodness and God’s faithfulness, even still- I don’t like the inbetween times. For congregations it is also challenging. It involves the
hard work of staying on the same side even in spite of differences until
clarity emerges. That takes commitment. It’s just how it is.
The garden needs attention again. Spring is here. I’m out listening as I
mulch and plant and weed. May we listen for God’s word to us, allowing
the Spirit to mold and shape us to be just what God has in mind. May
Christ’s mission take root in and through us that we ourselves and many
others might come to fully know the riches of God’s grace.

Worship at Grace
Worship Times
Sundays at 9:00 a.m.
Communion is celebrated
at all services.

June 5
June 12
Potluck Brunch
follows worship.

June 19
Semi-Annual Meeting
follows worship.

June 26

Grace Lutheran Church
900 N. Mason,
Appleton, WI 54914

Pastor Vicki Fink
920/733-9135
Grace54914@gmail.com
www.gracelutheranappleton.org

Pastor Vicki
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Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You
Sunday Summer Celebrations


3 Sundays of special music to help lead worship




3 Sunday morning Potluck Brunches!!!

Invite your family, friends and neighbors to worship!

June 12 Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
Brunch follows worship

Give thanks for the gifts and
talents of youth as they
assist with worship this morning.

July 17

Karen Krull and others lead us
Polka style music as we worship
and hear the Word proclaimed.

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Brunch follows worship

August 7 Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
Brunch follows worship

Niel Holub brings his bluegrass
band to Grace worship. We’ll be
singing familiar hymns in blue
grass style.

Any Sunday is a GOOD Sunday
to bring someone to worship!

Moving Forward in Grace
To Do List:
Semi-Annual Meeting: Sunday, June 19
☐ Review the printed reports from 2015
☐ Pray for the six members who will serve as a Call Committee
☐ Attend the meeting after worship on June 19th
Change and Possibilities Forum: Sunday, July 24
☐ Review information from the first forum, material available in Church Office
☐ Pray for direction for Grace
☐ In this second Forum after worship, Pastor Jean DeVoll Donaldson will
facilitate discussion and describe some possibilities for future mission
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Grace Lutheran Church
900 N. Mason St.,
Appleton, WI 54914

June 2016

Sunday\\
Sunday

Mon
Monday

Wed Thursday
Thu
TuesdayTue Wednesday
1

5

6

7

8

9:00 am Worship

5:30 p.m.
Board of Ed.
at Good
Company

6:30 p.m.
Fox Valley Chorus

11:00 am
Worship & Music

12

13

14

15

9:00 am Worship
Brunch Potluck
follows Worship

6:30 pm
Joy Circle

12:30 - 1 pm
Bible Story Time
6:30 p.m.
Fox Valley Chorus

19

20

21

10:00 am
FV Chorus Quartet

9:00 am Worship
Semi-Annual Mtg.
follows Worship
< Father’s Day >

26
9:00 am Worship

News. Deadline

6:30 pm
Fox Valley
Chorus

27

22

2

3

4

6:30 p.m.
Fox Sounds

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship
Sanctuary

9

10

11

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship
Sanctuary

16

17

18

6:30 p.m.
Council Mtg.
6:30 p.m.
Fox Sounds

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship
Sanctuary

23

24

25

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship
Sanctuary

12:30 - 1 pm
Bible Story Time
6:30 p.m.
Fox Valley Chorus

28

29

30

12:30 - 1 pm
Bible Story Time
6:30 p.m.
Fox Valley Chorus

6:30 p.m.
Fox Sounds
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Sat
FridayFri Saturday

A Note from Council President
My how times flies. We are quickly reaching the half way point of the
year and we have already settled into our summer schedule. It has also
been 6 months since we welcomed Pastor Vicki as our interim pastor.
You may not be aware of this, but our contract with Pastor Vicki was for
only 6 months. Don’t worry though because at our recent Council
meeting we extended that contract for another 6 months. We also
agreed to continue our informal discussions regarding mutual ministry
opportunities and to hold more congregational forums through the
summer to provide information and to educate ourselves on what options
may lay ahead for Grace. Remember to add the Semi-Annual meeting
on June 19th to your calendar. I also encourage you to take advantage
of all the unique summer opportunities for worship and fellowship that
are detailed in this newsletter. They offer the perfect time to invite a
friend to Grace.
Tom Jensen—President

Help out an area hungry family this summer with
nonperishable food items brought to worship on the three
summer Faith In Action Sundays—June 5th, July 3rd, and
August 7th. Each of these Sundays will offer an opportunity
to provide food for breakfast, lunch or supper (Of course,
snacks and food for all meals are welcome anytime!) See
some suggestions below:

Green “Faith in Action” bags available
in the narthex for your convenience.
Breakfast—June
cereal
granola bars
cheese sticks
rice cakes
oatmeal (instant & cooked)

God’s Gifts
We Give

Lunch—July
canned Pasta
mac & cheese
canned soup
ramen noodles
pkgs of pre-made
peanut butter crackers
cheese crackers
cheese sticks
peanut butter
canned fruit
fruit cups
pudding cups
pkgs of rice & pasta
packets of tuna & salmon
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Dinner—August
Hamberger Helper
spaghetti noodles
spaghetti sauce
salad dressings
rice
Knorr pasta & rice pkg
boxed/bagged potato mixes
baked beans
stuffing mix
canned vegies
jello
kool-aid
applesauce

Grace Happenings
Semi Annual
Congregational Meeting

Grace Media Policy

We want to share our Grace Lutheran
Church story with others and so you may
see photos and videos being taken and
shared in multiple ways (including the
website). If you don’t want your image to be
used in our story telling, please contact the
church office at 920-733-9135 or by email.
Parents, for an image of your child to be
used, we need your permission; please
contact us for the form.

Sunday, June 19th at 10:00 a.m.
Annual reports for 2015 will be available on
June 12th. The meeting on the 19th will
include information about the website as
well as an update from the Property
Committee on facility maintenance.
Members are encouraged to participate!

Rummage Sale Wrap up: Thanks to
everyone for your donations of items for
another successful Grace sale. It couldn't be
done without your items, work time, and
don't forget the shopping too. Please start
saving today for our sale next year. By
working together, we earned $414 toward
repairing the lift.

Thank you for your overwhelming
response in selecting hymns to sing this
summer. One hymn was used on May 15
and two on May 29. Our June dates for
some of your selections will occur on June
12, 19 and 26. Thank you for the great
choices and for singing to the glory of God.

Rides for Homebound: Now that the
weather is more dependably nice, some of
our homebound members could probably
get to church if they had a ride. We
particularly need drivers on the SW and NW
side of town. Please contact Sharon Meier at
739-4291 if you could give a ride perhaps
once a month.

The C-O-N-N-E-C-T group will meet
at Beefeaters, 2331 E. Evergreen Dr., in
Appleton, at 5:30 P.M. on Sunday, June 5.
Just a reminder to those who signed up to
see you there!

Bible Story Time
June 14, 21, 28 & July 12

12:30 - 1:00 p.m.
Come hear stories about: Jesus! The Miracle Man!
Grace will be offering a Summer Bible Club in cooperation with
Lincoln School! The students that are enrolled in the Century 21
Aftercare program will be coming to Grace from 12:30 -1:00 pm.
We will meet in the Parish Activity Center. Grace children,
grandchildren, and others are welcome to come for this exciting time! Lois Hilger and Pastor
Vicki will be leading this adventure featuring miracle stories of Jesus! It will be held on
Tuesdays, June 14th , 21st , 28th , and July 12th. We can't wait to tell retell these amazing
stories! Please join us!
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June Worship Assistants

Scripture Readings
June 5
1 Kings 17:17-24
Galatians 1:11-24
Luke 7:11-17

Ushers:
Organist:
Sound:

June 12
2 Samuel 11:26-12:10, 13-15
Galatians 2:15-21
Luke 7:36-8:3

June 5
Greeters:

June 19
Isaiah 65:1-9
Galatians 3:23-29
Luke 8:26-39

June 12
Greeters:

June 26
1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21
Galatians 5:1, 13-25
Luke 9:51-62

Mission Statement
By grace, through faith,
we follow God’s word,
share gospel of Jesus
Christ and bring hope
to others through
worship, education and
outreach.

Asst. Minister:
Lector:
Communion:

Asst. Minister:
Lector:
Organist:
Communion:
June 19
Greeters:
Asst. Minister:
Lector:
Communion:
June 26
Greeters:
Asst. Minister:
Lector:
Communion:
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Marty Grow, Laury Grow, Brian
Klauer, Kathy Lanska
Diane Bailey
Robbie Johnson

Mason—Judy & Dallas Cross
East—Carol & Ralph Sievert
Deb Baumbach
Lois Hilger
Dennis Pringnitz
Mason—Mary & Ray Hubers
East—Cory & Mike Keeney
Lois Hilger
Brian Klauer
Diane Bailey
Ron Bailey

Mason– Nita Williams
East– Ron Bailey
Sharon Meier
Cheryl Muggenthaler
Gene Krull

Mason—Sharon & Bob Meier
East—Joyce Learman /
Kathy Lanska
Tom Jensen
Ron Williams
Marty Grow

Joys and Concerns
Terry Bellile
Earl Breitenfeldt
Mark Catlin
Jim DeBraal
May Cook
Adeline Elias
Ellen Holz
Jim
Larry Johnson
Donny Kassube
Linda Knoll
Robyn Messenger
Marie Mueller
Mardie Paalman
Gladys Prahl

Henry Schoenborn
Winston Augustus Smith
Muriel Tiedt
Selma Torbeck
Gary Weigt
Rose Zinck

Prayer Team

Do you have a need? W hen
you need prayers said for you
or a loved one, we have Prayer
Chain Teams. If you have a
prayer request, please call
Mary Hubers, 731-1428 or
Carol Sievert, 734-4473.

Homebound Members

April Financial

Each week cards are on the table in the
gathering area for you to sign for a
homebound member. Several times a
month there are envelopes
with newsletters, prayer
books, etc. If you are able
to deliver a envelope to a
member that would be
great. A short visit is very
much appreciated.

Beginning Balance

$ 36,012.94

Income

$ 11,671.77

Expenses

$ 11,658.74

Ending Balance $ 36,025.97

Friday Bible Study
Each Friday at 9:00 a.m. a group meets
to study the lessons for Sunday Service.
Consider joining the group if you share
in the love of God and to study His
word. You do not have to be a member
of Grace.
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Mortgage:

$109,294.85

Line of credit

$

-0-

Thrivent Choice (YTS) $

1778.00

Benevolence (YTD)

$

5615.32

Savings

$

3273.28

Sunday School Reflection
I have had the privilege of leading the music and co-teaching the 4-6th grades in Sunday School this
year. Recently we did the story of Lydia, a strong woman in the Bible who was a dealer in purple cloth.
You may have seen me dressed in purple that particular Sunday. As it went, I had only one student
that attended this particular week. The two of us had a delightful, one-on-one lesson. We learned
how Lydia became a believer and how her entire household was baptized afterwards. That could have
been a lot of people as her household would include those who were family members, slaves, and
others.
To close the lesson, I asked my student how old he was. Since it turned out that he is 11, his
assignment was to write down 11 facts about Jesus, one for each year of his life. He has grown a lot in
his knowledge of Jesus and his list was very comprehensive. We were still working on this when his
sister came in. Somehow, I never have enough time to get all that I have planned in! His sister wanted
to participate in this list-making activity too. We learned that she is 8 years old. She insisted she write
down nine facts about Jesus because she will be turning nine very soon. I said I would give this to her
as homework, and she could return it to me next week.
Much to my surprise the next Sunday I was handed her list, written neatly and mounted on a piece of
colorful paper. Here it is:

9 Things I Know About Jesus


Mary is Jesus’ mom



Jesus took bread and broke it for his disciples and gave wine too



Jesus died on the cross for NO more sin



Jesus rose from the dead on Easter



He turned water to wine



Jesus is a good shepherd.



IMPORTANT



JESUS FORGIVES SIN



Jesus LOVES EVERYBODY

It thrills me no end the effect Sunday School is having on these
two children! Thank you Grace Lutheran Church’s Board of
Education that emphasizes and promotes Sunday School.
I challenge you to make a list of facts you know about Jesus.
This activity may send you back to your Bible if you are sixty
years old like I am! (Or older!)
Lois Hilger
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Community News

JUNE 2016 NEWS
Thank you to all who attended our Annual Meeting here at Fox Valley Lutheran Homes. We
had a good attendance and a very “short” and successful meeting. We elected three new members
to our Board of Directors: Patty Dyreson (Trinity – New London), Dave Hoks (St. Paul’s – Neenah),
and Steve Olson (First English – Appleton). Our Executive Committee for this year has two
different members joining: Chairman of the Board – Steve Olson, Vice Chairman – Mark Des
Rochers, Secretary – Sue Doell, and Treasurer – Alissa Olson. We are looking forward to a strong
year of moving forward at Fox Valley Lutheran Homes.
I would like to invite ALL of the voting delegates to an informational meeting about the
Connections program I’ve been trying to get up and going between Fox Valley Lutheran Homes
and the congregations of this conference. I’ve had the opportunity to speak one on one with a few
of you, but I want to tell you about the program more fully. I’ll furnish some snacks and
beverages, if you will come! I’ll be here on Tuesday, June 7, from 6:30 to 8 P.M. This is a ‘drop in’
kind of thing. Come by and let me explain the program to you and hopefully sign YOU up as the
liaison(s) for your congregation for this awesome program to build new and better relationships
with the wonderful people who live here at Fox Valley Lutheran Homes. It won’t take very long, but
the rewards can be very long lasting. Please come and help make a difference in someone’s life!
We still have one apartment available at this time. It is a two bedroom apartment on the
third floor with views on the north and west. It has new appliances, new carpeting, and fresh
paint! Come and take a look.
We are still looking for more candidates for our Board of Directors. Our Annual Meeting will
be Saturday, April 23, with registration at 8:30 and the meeting at 9:00 AM. If you’d like more
information or a tour, please call Fox Valley Lutheran Homes at 734-7225.

Becky Luett, AIM, Executive Director

Fox Valley Lutheran Homes
Educational Offering – Benefits for Veterans

Monday, June 6th a representative from “Senior Helpers” will present a program focused on
benefits for veterans or their widows. There are benefits available for up to $25,000 a year to pay
for home care. If you would like to attend please call 734-7225 to reserve your spot and assure
you receive helpful materials. The may be a benefit you could enjoy in the future. This program
will take place at 10:30 AM in the Linwood Commons.

Loot in the Boot: Rummage Sale & Brat Fry

Trinity Lutheran Church & School: 300 Broad St., Menasha (Parking Lot behind school)
July 18 from 9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m.
Proceeds to benefit the Church & School’s Mission needs.
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Congregation Boards
Executive Committee
Tom Jensen, P resident
Cheryl Muggenthaler, VP
Ron William, Secretary
Dennis Pringnitz, Treasurer
Council
Jon Seidl, Education
David Lease, P roperty

Rev. Jen Johnson-Wrege,
Worship and Music
Ministry Leaders
Sharon Meier, Care Team
Larry Baumbach, Tenant Advisor
Susan Pringnitz, High School Lunch
Shari Waldron, Faith in Action

Fox Valley Warming Shelter Thank You
Dear Women of the E.L.C.A.,
Thank you for the awesome donation of much needed supplies—detergent,
hygiene products and underwear! Your passion for our cause is truly appreciated.
Peace, Scott Peeples

About The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations in the United States, with more
than 3.7 members in more than 9,300 congregations across the 50 states and in the
Caribbean
region. Known as the church of “God’s work, Our hands,” the ELCA
emphasizes the saving grace of God
through faith in Jesus Christ, unity
among Christians and service in the
world. The ELCA’s roots are in the
writings of the German church
reformer, Martin Luther.
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