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A greeting from Pastor Dan
I am looking forward to meeting and getting to know you. I
already know a fair number of you but I am really anxious to
get to know the rest of you. Please help me out for a while
with your names. Beginning on Ash Wednesday is an
interesting first day, kind of like jumping in with both feet.
Lent in some ways is a great time for a new beginning! We
begin Lent with asking for repentance and move on to
acknowledging our human mortality and frailty in the
Imposition of Ashes.
During all of Lent it seems we are moving to an end – Jesus’
death on the cross when we are really moving to a new
beginning – Easter. So it is with us we are moving to a new
beginning! I am returning to active ministry after a brief rest
and you are beginning a new experience with another
pastor. May God guide us together as we move and grow
together.

Installation of Pastor Dan
Mark your Calendar!
On Sunday, March 26th, Pastor Dan Luett will be
installed as the called pastor of Grace Lutheran Church.
The Service of Installation will take place at both
the 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. worship services.
In celebration of this occasion, a reception will be held
between services. See you there!

Worship
at Grace
Communion is celebrated
at all services.

March 5
Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Christian Ed 9:30 a.m.

March12
Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Christian Ed 9:30 a.m.

March 19
Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Christian Ed 9:30 a.m.

March 26
Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Christian Ed 9:30 a.m.

Grace Lutheran Church
900 N. Mason,
Appleton, WI 54914

Pastor Dan Luett
920/594-2015

Office Manager:
Sarah Bultman
920/733-9135
Grace54914@gmail.com
www.gracelutheranappleton.org
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From the Church Council
Instead of a traditional President’s Message, Tom Jensen has chosen to share the devotion from
the February council meeting with the members of Grace because of the timeliness of it’s
message.
Excerpts and paraphrase from an article By Dr. Joe McKeever

Three Things the New Pastor Wants Most
Dr. Joe McKeever is a Preacher, Cartoonist, and the Director of Missions for
the Baptist Association of Greater New Orleans.
Unity, Love and Prayer based on the book of Ephesians.

UNITY: Ephesians 4:11-16
"And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and
teachers for the equipping of the saints for the work of the ministry, to the building up of the body of Christ; until
we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God...."
Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies,
according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building
up of itself in love." We don't necessarily need uniformity--but unity.
LOVE: Ephesians 4:25-32
"Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth each one of you with his neighbor, for we are members of one
another. Be angry, and yet do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and do not give the devil an
opportunity. He who steals must steal no longer.... Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth.... Do
not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption... Let all bitterness and
wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one another,
tender-hearted, forgiving each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven you."
Actually, love is the glue that bonds the church in unity. Love for Christ and love for each other. There's
a tiny line in Colossians 2:2 that reads: "their hearts having been knit together in love." It's the same
verb Paul uses in Ephesians 4:16 and means "joined together" the way the ligaments and tendons hold
the joints of the body together. That's what love does, knits us together and holds us there. There will
be a lot of movement in this body, so the ties have to be strong.
PRAYER: Ephesians 6:18-20
"With all prayer and petition, pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all
perseverance and petition for all the saints, and pray on my behalf that utterance may be given to me in the
opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel, for which I am an ambassador in
chains, that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak."
"Nothing on earth is more valuable to God than His church. He paid the highest price for it, and he
wants it protected, especially from the devastating damage that is caused by division, conflict, and
disharmony. It is our responsibility to protect the unity of the church. Ephesians 4:3 says, "Make every
effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace." Dr. McKeever ended with six points to
ponder:






Focus on what we have in common, not on our differences.
Be realistic in our expectations.
Choose to encourage rather than to criticize.
Refuse to listen to gossip.
Practice God's method of conflict resolution. (Referring to the three step
process of Matthew 18:15-17)

Support our pastor and leaders.
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Ash Wednesday

March 1 at 6:30 p.m.
Our Lenten journey begins on March 1, Ash
Wednesday, with worship at 6:30 P.M. This
service will include Imposition of Ashes and
Holy Communion. Ash Wednesday will be Pastor
Dan’s first day serving Grace. He will share
worship leadership with Pastor Brian Bankert
from Trinity. All are welcome.

Midweek Lenten Worship
‘With Awe and Love’
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.
March 8 - April 5
As we worship together during these midweek worship opportunities, we look to grow
in our faith through prayer, worship, and service.

Look forward to:
 meaningful worship centered around the theme ‘With Awe and Love’ which calls
us to reflect on five sections of Luther’s Small Catechism: The Ten
Commandments, Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Baptism and Holy Communion.


a special opportunity to worship with our friends from Trinity. With midweek
worship being less formal and a bit shorter, it is the perfect time to invite others to
come with you to worship and experience God’s grace as embodied in our faith
community. All are welcome!



profound and wise insights from our worship leaders,
Pastors Dan Luett and Brian Bankert as they guide us
through the season of Lent.



participating in Lutheran World Relief’s Baskets of Promise
project as we serve others. More information about this
can be found on page 6 of this newsletter.



worshiping together at 6:30 P.M. each Wednesday
throughout Lent.
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March Worship Assistants
Ushers: Joe Wilharms, Lindsey Wilharms, Dave
Wiese, & Jon Seidl

Scripture Readings
March 5:
Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7
Romans 5:12-19
Matthew 4:1-11

March 1: Ash Wednesday
Asst. Minister: Larry Baumbach

March 5
Greeters: Mason - Carol & Ralph Sievert
East - Judy & Dallas Cross
Asst. Minister: Lois Hilger
Lector: Laurie Lease
8:30 Communion: Dennis Pringnitz
10:30 Communion: Deb Werth

March 12:
Genesis 12:1-4a
Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
John 3:1-17
March 19:
Exodus 17:1-7
Romans 5:1-11
John 4:5-42

March 12
Greeters: Mason - Karen & Gene Krull
East - Robbie Johnson & Family
Asst. Minister: Sharon Meier
Lector: Robbie Johnson
8:30 Communion: Ron Bailey
10:30 Communion: Judy Cross

March 26:
1 Samuel 16:1-13
Ephesians 5:8-14
John 9:1-41

March 19
Greeters: Mason - Carol Aldinger
East - Kathy Lanska
Asst. Minister: Tom Jensen
Lector: Brian Klauer
8:30 Communion: Gene Krull
10:30 Communion: LuAnn Seidl

March 26
Greeters: Mason - Cory & Mike Keeney Family
East - Ron Bailey
Asst. Minister: Ron Williams
Lector: Sharon Meier
8:30 Communion: Marty Grow
10:30 Communion: Deb Werth
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Grace Lutheran Church
900 N. Mason St.
Appleton, WI 54914

March 2017

Sunday\\
Sunday

Mon
Monday

Wed
Tuesday Tue Wednesday
1 9am TLC
Bible Study
6:30pm
Ash Wednesday
Worship
6:45 pm AA
7:00 pm APA
Bible Study

Thu
Thursday

Sat
Friday Fri Saturday

2

3

4

10 am - 1 pm
Grilled Cheese

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship
Sanctuary

6:30 pm
TLC Singers
7:00 pm
TLC Ringers

5

6

7

8

9 10 am - 1 pm 10

11

8:30 am Worship
9:30 am Christian Ed
10:30 am Worship

7:00 pm TLC
Bible Study
7:30 pm AA

8:30 am Quilters
10:30 am Worship
& Music Meeting
6pm Confirmation
6:30pm FV Chorus
6:30pm TLC Exec.

9am
TLC Bible Study
6:30 pm
Lenten Worship
6:45 pm AA
7:00 pm APA
Bible Study

Grilled Cheese
10 am - 1pm
Salvation Army

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship
Sanctuary

16

17

18

10 am - 1 m
Grilled Cheese
6:30 pm
Council Mtg.

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship
Sanctuary

24

25

12:30 pm Appleton
Pentecostal Assembly

12

13

14

15

8:30 am Worship
9:30 am Christian Ed
10:30 am Worship

6:30 pm
Joy Circle
7:30 pm AA

8:30 am Quilters
6pm Confirmation
6:30pm FV Chorus

9am
TLC Bible Study
6:30 pm
Lenten Worship
6:45 pm AA
7:00 pm APA
Bible Study

12:30 Appleton
Pentecostal Assembly

6:30 pm
TLC Singers
7:00 pm
TLC Ringers
6:30 Fox Sounds

News. Deadline

6:30 pm
TLC Singers
7:00 pm
TLC Ringers

19

20

21

22

23

8:30 am Worship
9:30 am Christian Ed
10:30 am Worship

6:30 pm FVC
Board Meeting
7:30 pm AA

8:30 am Quilters
6pm Confirmation
6:30pm FV Chorus
6:30 pm TLC
Council Meeting

9am
TLC Bible Study
6:30 pm
Lenten Worship
6:45 pm AA
7:00 pm APA
Bible Study

10 am - 1 pm
9 am
Grilled Cheese
Bible Study
6:30 pm
TLC Singers
7:00 pm
TLC Ringers
6:30 Fox Sounds

27

28

29

30

12:30 pm Appleton
Pentecostal Assembly

26

Installation for
Pastor Dan Luett

8:30 am Worship
9:30 am Christian Ed
10:30 am Worship
12:30 pm Appleton
Pentecostal Assembly

6:30 pm
Board of Ed
7:30 pm AA

8:30 am Quilters
6pm Confirmation
6:30pm FV Chorus

9am
TLC Bible Study
6:30 pm
Lenten Worship
6:45 pm AA
7:00 pm APA
Bible Study
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10 am - 1 pm
Grilled Cheese
6:30 pm
TLC Singers
7:00 pm
TLC Ringers

31
9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

Baskets of Promise: Lenten Focus
Grace will participate in the Lutheran World Relief initiative called Baskets of Promise for our
Lenten focus. Project Promise Personal Care Kits are shared with people who have lost
everything from a natural disaster or life-threatening violence. Give hope through a bar of
soap. For each of the Sundays of Lent we will focus on one of the needed items to complete
the hygiene kit. After week five all needed items will be gathered together to assemble the
kits. You may bring an items each week, all at once, or whenever it is most convenient for
you. If you would rather make a monetary donation the money will be used to purchase
items to complete as many kits as possible. Please see below the guidelines issued by
Lutheran World Relief.

Please bring the following for the weeks in Lent:
Sunday, March 5:

ONE light-weight bath-size towel (between 20”x40” and 52”x27”),
dark color recommended.

Sunday, March 12:

TWO or three bath-size bars of soap equaling 8 - 9 oz., any brand,
in original wrapping.

Sunday, March 19:

ONE adult-size toothbrush in it’s original packaging
(Toothbrush multi-packs may be used by sealing an individual
toothbrush in a business-size envelope; no plastic bags or wrap)

Sunday, March 26:

ONE sturdy comb, remove packaging

Sunday, April 2:

ONE metal nail clippers (attached file optional), remove packaging

Please note: All items must be new and unused.

Personal Care Kits: Some Important Guidelines to Remember


Be sure to shop for light- or medium-weight towels, which are easier for Kit recipients to
hand wash and air dry, take up less storage space and are considerably less expensive
than the fluffier towels we may prefer to use.



Bath towels vary in size. The 52”x27” size listed in the
guidelines is the maximum size. 20”x40” is a good guideline for
a minimum size.



Please give new items only.



Please do not donate items with any religious symbols,
messages or your group’s name.



Please do not donate any items decorated with a U.S. flag,
patriotic or military symbols, or references to the armed forces,
including camouflage.



Do not add other items or leave out any of the items listed.



All items should be new and in good condition.
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Care Team report: Last November, a group of caring individuals

started building a relationship with our homebound and less mobile
members. The program is called Grace Visitors. Each volunteer was
assigned a specific person to intentionally get to know better, visit,
inform with Grace news, and pray for. These people who are sharing
themselves and their time are Mary Boldt, Mark Catlin, John Devoll
Donaldson, Linda Grebe, Mary Hubers, Mary Jensen, Ed Kerwell, Gerry
Kerwell, Jan Krahn, Sharon Meier, Mary Quakenbush, Bob Waldron, and
Deb Werth. We have more members who would enjoy a new visitor in
their lives. Please let Sharon Meier know if YOU could help with this
ministry. It takes a little time each month but is rewarding, enjoyable,
and makes a difference.

Care List Prayers
Each week cards are on the table in the
gathering area for you to sign for a
homebound member. Please take a minute
to sign the cards on Sunday mornings or
write a short note. Also, usually at the end
or beginning of each month, there are
envelopes that contain newsletters and/or
devotionals for homebound members. If
you are able to deliver one of these
envelopes to a member that would be
great. A short visit is very much
appreciated.

Earl Breitenfeldt
Adeline Elias
Dorothy Henke
Ellen Holz
Donny Kassube
Marie Mueller
Ruby Niemuth
Gladys Prahl
Henry Schoenborn
Selma Torbeck
Rose Zinck

In Prayer this Month
Do you have a need? W hen you need prayers said for you or a loved one, w e
have Prayer Chain Teams. If you have a prayer request, please call Mary Hubers,
731-1428 or Susan Pringnitz, 733-7591.
For those in Hospice Care especially Earl Breitenfeldt and Adeline Elias.
For Healing for Tom Jensen; Mardie Paalman, Cookie Regal's sister; Winston
Augustus Smith, Cheryl Muggenthaler's nephew; Mary Langdon, Cheryl
Muggenthaler’s sister-in-law; Rev. Jennie Johnson Wrege; Val Sieg; Joyce Asman
living at Fox Valley Lutheran Homes.
For those with cancer especially Melissa Heins, Gene and
Karen Krull’s daughter; Mark Catlin; Robyn Messenger, Deb
Baumbach's sister; and Roger Schmidt; Bob Blaskowski.
“Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.” Romans 12:12
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Appleton Conference Updates
The Appleton Conference held its annual meeting on Saturday, February 4 at St. Timothy
Lutheran Church in Menasha. Each of the 19 member churches of the conference are entitled
to send 2 delegates, one male and one female. Thank you to Sharon Meier and Dennis
Pringnitz for attending the meeting this year.
Two of the main purposes of the meeting are to elect the executive committee and approve
grants for the year.
Each congregation pays $1.30 per baptized member as conference dues. That amounts to
approximately $20,000 per year. Congregations receive grant request forms to submit before
the meeting to request grants for various community projects.
There are 3 automatic grants given each year. They are The Gathering Place on the
University of Oshkosh campus, which is a place for students to come to church services, share
a meal or a place to just hang out. ($2,500) Crossways Camping Ministries ($4,000) and Fox
Valley Lutheran Homes ($4,000).
Among the other grants approved for 2017 are Habitat for Humanity Interfaith Build, the
annual summer interfaith gathering, a new respite program being offered at St. Paul, Neenah
for family caregivers caring for someone with Alzheimer’s, dementia, etc. do they have some
to run errands, etc. and $300 to Grace Lutheran for our Grilled Cheese outreach to West High
students.
One goal this year was to have several grants that members of all our congregations can
participate in such as the Habitat for Humanity Interfaith build. You don’t have to know how
to pound nails, saw, etc. but can serve lunch, run errands, etc. More information will be
available once we know when and where the house will be built. These types of programs can
help the more than 15,000 members of the Appleton Conference to get to know each better
and meet people of other faith communities in this area.
Cheryl Muggenthaler, Conference Treasurer

March News
Fox Valley Lutheran Homes at 425 N . Linw ood has a one bedroom
apartment for rent. Contact Becky Luett at 734-7225 or John Hoffman at 419-5754
to arrange a tour and get more information. Safe, secure apartments; friendly
people and activities; reasonable rent; appliances, water, sewer, and cable
included. Also, thanks to a $4000 grant from the Appleton Conference FVLH is on
its way to replacing the 46-year-old carpeting that runs through the three hallways
of the apartment building. We still have another $6000 to raise. If you would like to
help us reach this goal, please contact Becky at Fox Valley Lutheran Homes.
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Grace Happenings
Grace Rummage Sale: This year's sale will be June
2-3, and you can start bringing things to church in
late May so if you are in the process of "going
through things," please save that box of "stuff" for
our sale. Adult clothing does not sell well, but
nearly everything else does: anything for babies
and children, kitchen items, knick knacks, camping
gear, bikes, lawn mowers, furniture, plants, and so
much more.

Grilled Cheese Lunch
Did you know that between 110 - 140 kids are fed
lunch each Thursday at Grace? Students love to
come for a safe place to relax. Grilled cheese
sandwiches are served using
almost 35 loaves of bread a week.
In addition, a case of soup, 9 boxes
of brownie mix, a case of cheese,
oyster crackers, pickles, paper
plates and cups are items that are
also used on a weekly basis. This is
all accomplished by a crew of volunteers who
come to serve the youth faithfully each week.
Stop by and check it out some time!

FVLH Worship and Lunch: Grace will be hosting
on April 13 at 11:30 which is Maundy Thursday.
We need five batches of soup in crock pots and
five plates of bars or cookies. New cooks and
bakers are needed, and you need not be there at
that time. We can make arrangements for you to
drop off ahead of time too. Please let Sharon
Meier (739-4291) know if you can provide any of
the above.

2016 Choice Dollars® expire on March 31, 2017.
If you are an eligible Thrivent member, please
direct your dollars to Grace before they expire.

Women of the ELCA - Appleton Conference

2017 Spring Event
“There is a time for everything and a season for every activity under the heavens.”
Ecclesiastes 3:1 NIV
Please consider taking some time on Saturday, April 1, 2017 to join other Women of the ELCA at Gloria Dei
Lutheran Church, 1140 Tullar Road, Neenah, Wisconsin for the Appleton Conference Spring Event. We will
focus on using our time wisely with guest speaker, Chris Kniep, Winnebago County Family Living Extension
Agent, and learn how to profit from our time spent in God’s word through a workshop in Bible journaling by
Family Christian Store. Time will also be spent in a session with Ruth Laughlin learning how to breathe in
prayerful meditation, followed by worship time.







Activities will begin with registration and time to get to know each other over coffee & treats at 8:00 a.m.
and conclude with a luncheon.
Registration is $15, due by March 24, 2017
Please make checks payable to Gloria Dei Lutheran Church Women.
Nursery care is available upon request.
Friends are welcome as registered participants.
In-kind gifts of any size bath towel, hand towel or wash cloth will be
appreciated for bath time at the Christine Ann Center in Oshkosh.

If you have any questions, contact: Leslie Fens
Phone: 920.915.8983
Email: fens4usa@att.net
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Congregation Boards
Executive Committee
Tom Jensen, P resident
Cheryl Muggenthaler, VP
Ron William, Secretary
Dennis Pringnitz, Treasurer
Council
Jon Seidl, Education
David Lease, P roperty
Rev. Jen Johnson-Wrege,
Worship and Music
Ministry Leaders
Sharon Meier, Grace Visitors
Bob Waldron, Building Use Coord.
Susan Pringnitz, High School Lunch
Shari Waldron, Faith in Action

Mission Statement
By grace, through faith,
we follow God’s word,
share gospel of Jesus Christ and bring
hope to others through worship,
education and outreach.

Who Are We?
The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations in the
United States, with more than 3.7 million members in more
than 9,300 congregations across the 50 states and in the
Caribbean region. Known as the church of “God’s work. Our
hands,” the ELCA emphasized the saving grace of God
through faith in Jesus Christ, unity among Christians and
service in the world. The ELCA’s roots are in the writings of
German church reformer, Martin Luther.
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