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A Season of Restrained Celebration
What comes to mind for people when they think of Lent? It might be repentance or giving
things up or a focus on the cross. For some it brings to mind a heavy-handed season of inward
focus that feels dark. For others it has been experienced as a time for excessive guilt. It is not
uncommon for Lent to be a six-week meditation on the crucifixion, as if Holy Week and especially Good Friday weren’t enough for the church’s deep contemplation on Jesus’ death. Not
everyone loves Lent because of how it has been observed in some times and places.
In spite of all the baggage some people still bring to the season, Lent can become a time of celebration. That may sound strange and unexpected. The key is that the celebration is restrained,
is expressed in subdued and anticipatory ways, and is geared toward preparing to celebrate
with exuberant joy the paschal mystery at Easter.
Lent is a season of fasting, and fasting is about a discipline of restraint so that one can celebrate more deeply and extravagantly something wonderful later. But even in that time of preparation, the joy that is to come is known now. This is Lent. Since Sundays in Lent are feast
days and not fast days, and the celebration of the communion is always appropriate, they are
the perfect time to express a sense of restrained celebration and anticipatory joy.
Consider the origins of Lent: a time of intense preparation for baptism at Easter. What could be
more joyful than to prepare for one’s life to be transformed into a new life in Christ? Yet Lent
was for preparation and expectation, not the full expression of celebration and joy. The disciplines and rituals of preparation all say to the baptismal candidate: get ready, God is about to
do something wonderful in you through the death and resurrection of Christ at baptism.
To this end we have made some subtle changes to worship this Lenten season. At the 8:30
service communion will be at the altar rail for the season (expect changes for Easter). At both
services we are using the Contemporary version of the Lord’s Prayer to help us remember what
we are praying. We have also removed the Alleluias from the service. Instead of giving something up for Lent consider using one of God’s Global Barns to donate to ELCA World Hunger. We
have enough in our silo to purchase a Goat and a Pig!

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Dan

Who Are We?
The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations
in the United States, with more than 3.7 million members in more than 9,300 congregations across the 50
states and in the Caribbean region. Known as the
church of “God’s work. Our hands,” the ELCA emphasized the saving grace of God through faith in Jesus
Christ, unity among Christians and service in the world.
The ELCA’s roots are in the writings of German church
reformer, Martin Luther.
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March Worship
Assistants
March Ushers
Joe Wilharms, Lindsey Wilharms, Dave Wiese, Jon Seidl

March 4
Greeters: Mason - Ralph Sievert
East - Mary Kruckberg
Asst. Minister: Laury Grow
Lector: Carey Mackesy
Communion 8:30 am: Dennis Pringnitz
Communion 10:30 am: Luann Seidl

Scripture
Readings
March 4
Exodus 20:1-17
1 Corinthians 1:18-25
John 2:13-22

March 11
Greeters: Mason - Karen & Gene Krull
East - Robbie Johnson & family
Asst. Minister: Larry Baumbach
Lector: Robbie Johnson
Communion 8:30 am: Ron Bailey
Communion 10:30 am: Deb Werth

March 11
Numbers 21:4-9
Ephesians 2:1-10
John 3:14-21

March 18

March 18
Jeremiah 31:31-34
Hebrews 5:5-10
John 12:20-33

Greeters: Mason - Carol Aldinger
East - Kathy Lanska
Asst. Minister: Lois Hilger
Lector: Brian Klauer
Communion 8:30 am: Gene Krull
Communion 10:30 am: Judy Cross

March 25
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Phillipians 2:5-11
Mark 14:1 -15:47

March 25
Greeter: Mason - Cory & Mike Keeney Family
East - Sharon & Bob Meier
Asst. Minister: Tom Jensen
Lector: Cheryl Muggenthaler
Communion 8:30: Marty Grow
Communion 10:30: Luann Seidl
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Monday
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Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

10 am Grilled
Cheese Lunch

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

6

7

8

9

10

8:30 am Worship 7:00 p.m. TLC
9:25 am Sunday School Bible Study
7:30 pm AA
9:40 am Adult Forum
10:30 am Worship

8:30 am Quilting
6 pm Confirmation
6:30pm FV Chorus
7:00 pm Board of Ed

9 am Bible Study
10:30 am
W&M Meeting
5:15 pm Rooted
6:30 pm Worship
6:45 pm AA

10 am Grilled
Cheese Lunch

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

11

13

14

15

16

17

10 am Grilled
Cheese Lunch
6:30 pm TLC Singers Practice

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

12

6:30 pm
9:25 am Sunday School Joy Circle
7:30 pm AA
9:40 am Adult Forum
10:30 am Worship
8:30 am Worship

8:30 am Quilting
6 pm Confirmation
6:30pm FV Chorus
6:30 pm Seeds Mtg

9 am Bible Study
6:30 pm Worship
6:45 pm AA

Newsletter
Deadline

Daylight Savings Time

18
8:30 am Worship

19

20

21

22

23

24

7:30 pm AA

8:30 am Quilting
6 pm Confirmation
6:30 pm TLC Council Mtg
6:30pm FV Chorus

9 am Bible Study
5:15pm Rooted
6:30 pm Worship
6:45 pm AA
7:00 pm Council
Mtg

10 am Grilled
Cheese Lunch
6:30 pm TLC
Singer Practice

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

26

27

28

29

30

31

6:30 pm Worship

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

9:25 am Sunday School
9:40 am Adult Forum

10:30 am Worship

25
8:30 am Worship

Little Dresses
for Africa Lyons

9:25 am Sunday School 6:30 pm FVC
Board Mtg
9:30 am Adult Forum
10:30 am Worship
7:30 pm AA

8:30 am Quilting
6:30 pm Seeds Mtg
6:30pm FV Chorus

9 am Bible Study
6:45 pm AA

12:15 pm ELCA
Combined Worship at Grace
Maundy
Thursday

Palm Sunday
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Good Friday

March 2018 NEWS
At Linwood Place, we are looking at “Making Change” in our midweek Lenten worship.
Although we long for the expected and familiar, all too often we find ourselves in the midst
of uncertainty. We will be exploring change of circumstances (March 7), change of heart
(March 14), and change of plans (March 21), before we conclude our midweek Lenten series on Maundy Thursday. Our services are at 11:30am, all are welcome!
We are currently in the final stage of a grant process for $9000 through Community
Foundation, to help fund a new position. If we are approved, we will be adding a part-time
Administrative Assistant.
The date for our Annual Meeting is April 28, 2018: gathering and registration at 8:30;
meeting at 9:00 a.m. Please continue to send us the names and addresses of your delegates. If you have already done so, thank you.
Thrivent Choice deadline is March 31! If you are a Thrivent Member, you are able to login to your Thrivent account and designate your Thrivent Choice dollars to go to your favorite non-profits. We would love to be one of them!
Becky Luett, Deacon
Executive Director

Care List
Prayers
Please keep these
members in your
prayers:

Marian Breitenfeldt
Dorothy Henke
Ellen Holz
Donny Kassube
Marie Mueller
Ruby Niemuth
Gladys Prahl
Henry Schoenborn
Pastor Jim Seim
Marv Wrege
Rose Zinck

EASTER FLOWERS - The Altar Guild will be ordering Easter lilies
to decorate the chancel area during the Easter season. You are
invited to help with the cost of the flowers by giving a
suggested gift of $10.00 or any amount you choose. Please
respond by filling in the form below and placing it in an
envelope marked “Easter Flowers” with your gift by Sunday,
March 25. Donors will be listed.
---------------------------------------------------------------------NAME ____________________________________
Amount___________
This is in memory of (optional)
____________________________________________
This is in honor of (optional)
_____________________________________________
Checks are payable to Grace Lutheran church. Thank you.

Opportunities to Study God’s Message for
You

A combined Grace and Trinity bible study meets on Wednesdays
at 9 a.m. in the kitchen at Grace and on Fridays another group
meets at 9 a.m. in the narthex. Please consider joining to study
God’s message for us at one or both of these discussions.
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Mid-week Lenten Worship — Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary
Thank you to Pastor Brian Bankert and to the people of Trinity Lutheran Church who
have planned and will lead our Wednesday evening worship times during Lent. Our
heartfelt thanks to you for this gift.
Each Wednesday Evening through March 21 at 6:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary we will
explore and gain new insights as we journey through the Passion Story during the mid
week worship services of Lent. Friends and family from Trinity and Grace will gather
together using Holden Evening Prayer Around the Cross which includes an invitation to
light candles and pray at the foot of the cross. Come and open your lives to God.


Sundays during Lent
Holy Communion during Lent: As usual, Sundays in Lent will include the celebration
of Holy Communion. At the 8:30 a.m. worship we will receive the bread and wine at
the altar railing. Distribution at the 10:30 a.m. worship will remain the same.


PALM SUNDAY March 25 - Worship 8:30 and 10:30
MAUNDY THURSDAY March 29 - 11:30 am at Fox Valley Lutheran Homes with
a light lunch to follow. 6:30 pm Worship at Grace with Trinity
Good Friday March 30 - 12:15 pm ELCA Combined Worship at Grace

April 1st
Worship at 8:30 am and 10:30 am
Easter Breakfast between services starting at 9:30 am
Please come and join us!! All are welcome!!

Don’t forget - Help us fill goD’s silo
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Congregation Boards

Sunday Worship
At Grace

Executive Committee
Tom Jensen, P resident

Communion is celebrated at all services.

Cheryl Muggenthaler, VP
Laury Grow, Secretary

March 4

Dennis Pringnitz, Treasurer

Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:25 a.m.
Adult Forum 9:40 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

Council
Jon Seidl, Education
Open, P roperty

March 11

Rev. Jen Johnson-Wrege,
Worship and Music

Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:25 a.m.
Adult Forum 9:40 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

Ministry Leaders
Sharon Meier, Care Team Coord.

March 18

Bob Waldron, Building Use Coord.

Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:25 a.m.
Adult Forum 9:40 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

Susan Pringnitz, High School Lunch
Shari Waldron, Faith in Action
Mark Balkman, Finance

March 25

Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:25 a.m.
Adult Forum 9:40 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

Grace Lutheran Church
900 N. Mason,
Appleton, WI 54914

Pastor Dan Luett

Mission Statement

920/594-2015
pastordanluett@gmail.com

By grace, through faith,
we follow God’s word,
share gospel of Jesus Christ and bring hope
to others through worship,
education and outreach.

Church Office
920/733-9135
Grace54914@gmail.com
www.gracelutheranappleton.org
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GRACE HAPPENINGS
Check out the Grace Web Site www.gracelutheranappleton.org for new pictures of our Sunday School
Students in action. We also have a new feature – Daily Devotions. Every day a new devotion is on our
website. Check them out!
Adult Forum
We will be looking at “Living the Toughest Teachings of Jesus.” We meet in the kitchen
around 9:40. Please come when you can. Each of these lessons is independent of the other lessons. Hope to see you in the kitchen! Some of the topics to be discussed include:
It’s Only Money – You Can’t Have It All, After All
Fire and Brimstone – Is Jesus Gentle or Judgmental?
Perfectly Holy – Didn’t He Set the Goal Too High?

Snow shoveling help is needed!! There is a sign up sheet on the table in the narthex. Weeks go
Sunday thru Saturdays. Please consider helping out. Thank you to all who have helped so far.
Care Team Ministry: Our goal is to keep our homebound members in the loop and connected to
Grace even thought they may not get here as much anymore. You can help by signing the greeting cards
on Sunday mornings and praying for our people. This is a tangible way for you to connect with them as
well. Our ministry is looking for more volunteers who might be interested in building a 1:1 relationship
with one of our less active members. Please let Sharon Meier or Pastor Dan know if you'd like more information.
Apartments for Rent: 1 & 2 BR apartments available immediately at Linwood Place. Call Becky
(734-7225), John (419-5754), Brian (840-3578) to arrange a tour. Plan for the future also! Get on our
waiting list if you’re thinking of a move in the future.

Rummage Sale: Please remember Grace's annual sale as you clean closets. Gently used, clean
items sell well, and perhaps you can price it as you pack it up. Adult clothing does not sell well, but nearly
everything else does, from nursery to workshop to camping goods to household items. The sale will be in
late spring this year. Talk to Sharon Meier or Susan Pringnitz if you really cannot store items at your
house until the sale in May.
Crafty Corner
At our crafter weekend held in February, we had a total of 16 crafters (two that joined us for the first
time) over the course of the weekend – some Friday only, some Saturday only, and most both days! The
next crafter weekend is scheduled for April 20 - 21 - consider joining the fun!
As a completely separate event, we will be doing a sewing project making dresses for Little Dresses for
Africa on March 17. Little Dresses for Africa is a non-profit with a mission to provide relief to vulnerable
children throughout Africa and beyond. Donations of dresses are distributed through orphanages,
churches, and schools. If you are interested in helping at this event (sewing, ironing, etc.) please contact
Julie Lyons (716-0187).
LID’s for KID’s There will be a collection box in coat rack area for you to drop off plastic lids/caps.
Only plastic nothing with metal on it. The money will be used to purchase wheelchairs for disabled children in our community. Some common examples are: milk jug caps, soda bottle caps, water bottle lids,
peanut butter lids, detergent caps, ice cream pail lids, cool whip, cream cheese or cottage cheese lids.
We will make sure they get to the right place.
Family Interaction Volunteers are needed to supervise visits between foster children and their
parents. The schedule is flexible. If you are interested and would like further information please contact
pennyjane.strauss@outagamie.org or 920-832-5515. www.hhsvolunteers.org
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Appleton Conference of the East Central Synod of Wisconsin

The Appleton Conference met February 10 at Trinity Lutheran in New London. Delegates
from Grace were Bernie Hobbs, Susan Pringnitz and Dennis Pringnitz and we thank them
for attending the meeting.
The Conference is made up of the 18 ELCA congregations in the Fox Valley including,
Appleton, Neenah, Menasha, Combined Locks, Sherwood, Greenville, Zittau, Winchester,
New London and Winneconne. Conference dues of $1.30 per baptized member were
again approved. There are approximately 14,500 members in the member congregations.
Presentations were given by Riverview Gardens and Campus Ministry at UW Oshkosh.
We also heard from several others regarding some other grant programs and received
good information to post which I will be doing. Several of the grant programs had displays.
In 2017 the Conference provided $17,000 in grants to a variety of programs, including
Grace’s Grilled Cheese Program.
2018 grants were presented to the delegates for $19,575. Graces Grilled Cheese was
again selected to receive a grant and all grants were approved.
Several of the programs receiving grants in 2018 are Campus Ministry at US Oshkosh,
Fox Valley Lutheran Homes, Crossways Camping, Habitat for Humanity Interfaith Build,
St. Timothy Theatre Ministry, and St. Paul Memory Care Respite Program.
One last item voted on was next years Conference Meeting. I invited everyone to
Grace. It will be on February 9, 2019. A great opportunity to host the Appleton Conference.
If you have questions regarding the Appleton Conference, please feel free to ask.
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat musical
Are you interested in a fun afternoon or evening? Consider going to St. Timothy Lutheran Church in Menasha (a member of the Appleton Conference) for this years Church
Players presentation of this musical. It is a fun time! The cast is made up of members of
St. Timothy and other congregations in the area. They attract some amazing singers and I
guarantee you will have a good time. I have gone for a number of years and for the last
several have taken my granddaughter and she loves it. When I told her of this one and
asked if she wanted to go again this year she said YES!.
Admission: Free will Offering (A large share of the proceeds are given back to community
programs).
There is a poster on the bulletin board by the back door with dates and times.
You will have a good time and it will cost less than going to the Performing Arts Center!
*St. Timothy Church Players are a 2018 recipient of an Appleton Conference grant

Cheryl Muggenthaler
Conference Treasurer
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