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“I hate fall,” someone said to me the other day- “everything
dies.” I’ve always loved fall, but I could understand her point. It
can be grey, dreary and damp. But then there are candles,
curling up with a book and pie!

The mystery we hold dear as followers of Jesus is that because
of the cross, death leads to life. Every loss we know, every
doubt, all the uncertainty that surrounds us is an opportunity to
trust and be led into realms beyond our imagining. God is
forever moving things forward. As much as I would like God to
stop that on many days, I know at the same time that there is a
future being prepared for us that we can look toward with
confidence.
“Does God really provide?” Yes, God does provide. We need
to reassure each other of this foundational truth. “Consider the
lilies of the field” Jesus said. “Consider the ravens, they neither
sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet
God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the
birds!” Okay, yes- maybe a little more value.
Apples and pumpkins, steaming savory dishes of every sort are
among an abundance of gifts that God provides at this time of
year. The leaves are falling, the flowers have faded, but even
so, God is providing.
So amid our hope and thanksgiving, we have doubts and
misgivings. What fills me with fear this fall? What is it that I am
grateful for now? God enters into the joys and challenges of
our everyday realities each season and speaks to us. When
things are going great, and when things are unworkable- at all
times, we are of much value to God. We aren’t alone. The Spirit
gets through to us in a host of ways and God provides life even
in death.
As the seasons change and we continue to have only a vague
sense of what’s ahead, let’s remind each other that God
provides. Let’s make sure to tell one another that we are of
value to God. Let’s dream of God’s promised future and
imagine that God’s provision then will be even more wonderful
than what we are most grateful for now.

Happy Thanksgiving! Pastor Vicki

Worship at Grace
Communion is celebrated
at all services.

November 6
All Saints Sunday
Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Christian Ed 9:30 a.m.

November 13
Healing Service at both
Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Christian Ed 9:30 a.m.

November 20
Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Christian Ed 9:30 a.m.

November 27
Worship 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Christian Ed 9:30 a.m.

Thanksgiving Eve
Wed., November 23
6:30 p.m.

Grace Lutheran Church
900 N. Mason,
Appleton, WI 54914

Pastor Vicki Fink
920/450-7796

Office Manager:
Sarah Bultman
920/733-9135
Grace54914@gmail.com
www.gracelutheranappleton.org
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Grace Happenings
The C-O-N-N-E-C-T dining group
will meet on Nov. 13, at 5 P.M. at
Heiting Place Supper Club, 1101 W.
North Ave. in Little Chute. Sign up on
the sheet on the narthex desk by
Sunday Nov. 6. The special of the
night is 4 piece chicken, mashed
potatoes, dressing, veggie and bread
for $6.99. Join us for great food,
friends and fellowship.

Thanksgiving Eve Service
November 23rd , 2016
6:30 p.m.

This year Grace will give thanks in a
joint service with Appleton Pentecostal
Assembly. Pastor Vicki Fink and Senior
Pastor, Bishop Eugene Johnson will
share leading the service. Appleton
Pentecostal Assembly is a congregation
that is a new church plant from
Madison Pentecostal Assembly. They
have been worshipping at Grace on
Sunday afternoons and holding a
Wednesday evening Bible Study since
September. Sheltered Together in
Christ is the theme for this year’s
Thanksgiving Service. The offering
received that evening will benefit
Homeless Connections.

Thank You Lay Preachers!
Grace is blessed with several members
with preaching gifts. Mark Balkman
shared a sermon in October in worship
and Tom Jensen will be the preacher at
a service in November. Other members
have taken on this role in the past.
Could this be you? What about sharing
your faith story in a sermon? Do you
prefer to write? The Living Faith section of
the newsletter would be a great place to
share your reflections. God’s Word has
power to shape and guide us. Do you
have a word to share?

Save the Dates

December 4: Semi-Annual Meeting
9:30 a.m.
December 18: “His Name is Jesus” led
by Sunday School at
10:30 a.m. Worship

Copyright & the Bulletin at Grace
You may have noticed subtle changes to the bulletins in recent weeks. In the bulletin, at the very end of
the service after the Postlude are a couple of copyright tags in very small print. Updates were approved
by the Worship & Music Board to bring Grace into alignment with copyright laws. A “Liturgies License”
has been purchased through Augsburg Fortress that covers all liturgical texts, liturgical music, artwork,
lectionary texts and worship texts found on sundaysandseasons.com.
Also, if you check out a large print bulletin you may see this copyright tag under
some hymns, “Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-726471.” Several hymns do not
need a copyright notation because they are in the Public Domain. And in a few
instances, Grace does not have the copyright permission to print a hymn. So in
those instances, no hymn will be included in the bulletin.
Copyright © 2016 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #SB131627. (This Martin Luther graphic is from sundaysandseasons.com!)
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Grace Lutheran Church
900 N. Mason St.
Appleton, WI 54914

November 2016

Sunday\\
Sunday

Mon
Monday

Wed Thursday
Thu
TuesdayTue Wednesday

Sat
FridayFri Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

8:30 am
Quilters
6pm Confirmation
6:30 pm
Fox Valley Chorus

7:00 pm APA
Bible Study

10 am - 1 pm
Grilled Cheese

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship
Sanctuary

7

8

9

10

11

12

7:00 pm APA
Bible Study

10 am - 1 pm
Grilled Cheese

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship
Sanctuary

12:30 pm Appleton
Pentecostal Assembly

6:30 pm
Fox Valley
Chorus

8:30 am
Quilters
2:30 pm W&M
Meeting
6pm Confirmation
6:30 pm
Fox Valley Chorus

13

14

15 News. Deadline 16

17

18

19

Healing Service with
Holy Communion at
8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
8:30 am Worship
9:30 am Christian Ed
10:30 am Worship
12:30 APA Worship

6:30 pm
Joy Circle

7:00 pm APA
Bible Study

10 am - 1 pm
Grilled Cheese
6:30 pm
Council Mtg.
6:30 pm
Fox Sounds

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship
Sanctuary

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

8:30 am
Quilters
6:30 pm
Fox Valley Chorus

6:30 p.m.
Thanksgiving Eve
Worship

29

30

8:30 am
Quilters
6pm Confirmation
6:30 pm
Fox Valley Chorus

7:00 pm APA
Bible Study

6 Daylight Saving
All Saints Day
8:30 am Worship
9:30 am Christian Ed
10:30 am Worship

8:30 am Worship
9:30 am Christian Ed
10:30 am Worship
12:30 pm Appleton
Pentecostal Assembly

27
8:30 am Worship
9:30 am Christian Ed
10:30 am Worship
12:30 pm Appleton
Pentecostal Assembly

28

8:30 am
Quilters
6pm Confirmation
6:30 pm
Fox Valley Chorus

6:30 pm
Fox Sounds

10 am - 1pm
Salvation Army
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Thanksgiving

9 am Hmong
Worship
Sanctuary

Faith in Action
Faith in Action
Thank you for your donations of food, clothing, household items, blankets,
sheets, afghans and many other items. I have been working with two clients
who were homeless and just got into apartments. The donations have really
helped them. I am currently looking for a used recliner, TV and lamps. The
TV can be an older model as the person has an antenna and a converter box.
If you have any of these items, call me at 920-232-7660. The people that
have been helped by your donations are very grateful for your help, as am I.
The congregation of Grace has been so generous to the Faith in Action
Mission, you make me proud to be a member of Grace Lutheran Church.
Sincerely,
Shari Waldron

Raw talents
UNITED STATES: ELCA.org/hunger
In the midst of a food desert, where no grocery stores
sell fresh produce, McLaughlin Grows Urban Farm is
meeting a critical need for residents of Muskegon,
Michigan.

This program also hires student interns who earn a
stipend while learning how to promote urban
gardening and develop leadership skills. In a city
where nearly two-thirds of the residents earn
incomes below the federal poverty level, this is an
important investment in the community’s future.

McLaughlin Grows Urban Farm, supported by your
gifts to ELCA World Hunger, grows everything from
radishes to tomatoes in the middle of the city and
teaches adults and teens how to grow their own food.

High school senior Briane Brooks has been involved
with the farm for two years, weeding, harvesting and
talking to the farm’s visitors. “I love the work,” she
said. “I love being involved in the community.”

During the summer, Laurie Wieschowski, the farm’s
manager, teaches middle schoolers the importance of
weeding the farm and picking bugs off plants. The
reward, says Laurie, comes when the produce grown
is served at the public school for lunch.

As part of the Youth empowerment Program, Briane is
paid hourly, but for her, getting healthy food to
people is the important goal.
To ELCA World Hunger, she adds, “Your donors are
involved in something much bigger than you’d ever
believe. You are helping a hurt community.”

“They get excited when they see the kale, lettuce and
carrots they've been tending,” Laurie said, adding
that some students return after the session to
volunteer at the farm.

Thanks to your girts to ELCA World Hunger, Briane
and many residents of Muskegon now have access to
fresh, affordable fruits and vegetable they need to
thrive.
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Moving Forward in Grace
To Do List:


Come give thanks in a joint service Thanksgiving Eve at Grace with
Appleton Pentecostal Assembly. Commit to making the theme 'Sheltered
Together in Christ' good news for all four faith communities which will share
Grace's space in the coming year.



Pray for Pastor Amy Engebos as she starts her work on the Synod staff in the
area of Candidacy and Mobility and include the Call Committee at Grace
as they interview candidates for pastor.



Pray for Trinity Lutheran Church as they celebrate their last service in their
current building at the end of the month.

September
Financial Report

Human Trafficking
Awareness Event
Saturday, November 12th, 2016
8:00 a.m. - Noon
Featuring Keynote Speaker, Theresa Flores
Human Trafficking Survivor
Space is limited - Register by November 7th
http://trafficking111216.eventbrite.com
Peace Lutheran Church: 1954 County Road U
Green Bay, WI
Human trafficking is a horrible crime which
victimizes thousands of people around the
world and right here in Northeast Wisconsin.
As recently as July 18, the Green Bay Press
Gazette featured an article about sex trafficking
along Highway 41. Both the ELCA and Women
of the ELCA have made the eradication of
human sex trafficking a priority. A first step to
reaching that goal is to build awareness about
this crime and what we can do about it.
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Beginning Balance

$ 39,985.00

Income

$ 12,232.75

Expenses

$

9674.76

Ending Balance $ 42,542.99
Mortgage:

$ 105,484.98

Line of credit

$

-0-

Thrivent Choice (YTS) $

2182.00

Benevolence (YTD)

$ 11,496.00

Savings

$

3273.96

November Worship Assistants
Ushers: John Kading, Bob Waldron, Ed Kerwell

Scripture Readings

Organist: Diane Bailey

November 6:
All Saints Sunday
Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18
Ephesians 1:11-23
Luke 6:20-31

Sound: Robbie Johnson
November 6
Greeters: Mason - Phyllis & Gary Schroeder
East - Gerry & Ed Kerwell
Asst. Minister: Tom Jensen
Lector: Deb Baumbach
8:30 Communion: Dennis Pringnitz
10:30 Communion: LuAnn Seidl

November 13
Malachi 4:1-2a
2 Thessalonians 3:6-13
Luke 21:5-19

November 13
Greeters: Mason - Karen Miller
East - Millie, Joe & Lindsey Wilharms
Asst. Minister: Lois Hilger
Lector: Laurie Lease
8:30 Communion: Ron Bailey
10:30 Communion: Deb Werth

November 20:
Christ the King Sunday
Jeremiah 23:1-6
Colossians 1:11-20
Luke 23:33-43

November 20
Greeters: Mason - Mary Kruckeberg & Mary Wheeler
East - Sharon & Bob Meier
Asst. Minister: Larry Baumbach
Lector: Carey Mackesy
8:30 Communion: Gene Krull
10:30 Communion: Judy Cross

November 27
Isaiah 2:1-5
Romans 13:11-14
Matthew 24:36-44

ORGAN CONCERT
at

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH
209 S. Allen Street
Appleton, WI

Thanksgiving Eve:
Wed., November 23 at 6:30 p.m.
Lector: Robbie Johnson
November 27
Greeters: Mason - Mary & Tom Jensen
East - Marty Grow
Asst. Minister: Laury Grow
Lector: Mark Balkman
8:30 Communion: Marty Grow
10:30 Communion: LuAnn Seidl

Friday, November 18, 2016
7:00 p.m.
Featuring concert organist, church musician,
composer, and Appleton native ---

Don VerKuilen
and a Community Choir
Free will offering for Loaves & Fishes will be taken
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Care List Prayers
Each week cards are on the table in the gathering
area for you to sign for a homebound member.
Please take a minute to sign the cards on Sunday
mornings or write a short note. Also, usually at
the end or beginning of each month, there
are envelopes that contain newsletters and/
or devotionals for homebound members. If
you are able to deliver one of these
envelopes to a member that would be great.
A short visit is very much appreciated.

Earl Breitenfeldt
Adeline Elias
Dorothy Henke
Ellen Holz
Donny Kassube
Marie Mueller
Ruby Niemuth
Gladys Prahl
Henry Schoenborn
Selma Torbeck
Rose Zinck

From the Care Team

Grace Visitors kicked off October 23 with a meeting to match
members and give them ideas on how to proceed. We want
to thank Mary Boldt, John DeVoll-Donaldson, Linda Grebe,
Mary Hubers, Mary Jensen, Ed Kerwell, Gerry Kerwell, Jan
Krahn, Sharon Meier, Mary Quakenbush, Bob Waldron and
Deb Werth for agreeing to be friendly visitors to our
homebound people. We could reach out to more people
with a few more volunteers as winter will make it more
difficult for some to get out. Please contact Sharon Meier if
you might have an interest, and please pray for the success

In Prayer this Month
Do you have a need? W hen you need prayers said for you or a loved one, w e
have Prayer Chain Teams. If you have a prayer request, please call Mary Hubers,
731-1428 or Carol Sievert, 734-4473.
For those in Hospice Care especially Earl Breitenfeldt.
For Healing for Jim Learman, Joyce Learman’s brother-in-law; Tom Jensen; Mardie
Paalman, Cookie Regal's sister; Larry Johnson, Cookie Regal's brother; Winston
Augustus Smith, Cheryl Muggenthaler's nephew; Roger Schmidt; Ellen Holz.
For those with cancer especially Melissa Heins, Gene and Karen Krull’s daughter,
Mark Catlin and Robin Messenger, Deb Baumbach's sister.
For this Congregation that God grant a person w illing to be pastor of Grace.
For Trinity in their time of transition.
“Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer.” Romans 12:12
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Living Faith
The former kindergarten classroom downstairs has been transformed. The Appleton Area
School District is temporarily using the space for the three-year-old Title 1 Pre-school
program while space in Lincoln Elementary next door is being remodeled. Colorful and
inviting learning centers have been set up. Classroom charts and artwork decorate the
walls and bulletin boards.
What a joy to hear young voices on weekday mornings and afternoons as the program
begins. Some children come with family members, others ride a school bus and walk in
from Winnebago Street along the side of the church building. Everyone is attending school
for the first time. English is a second language in many of the homes. Interpreters in
Spanish, Hmong and Hindi assist students and teachers work together. There are no
classes on Fridays each week. That time is set aside for home visits. Group Parent
Involvement meetings are also held each month.

Pictured from left to right: Bella Tamayo, Interpreter, Jenny VanGroll, Teacher and Deb
Schroeder, Paraprofessional.
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NOVEMBER 2016 NEWS
THANK YOU to all the bakers who baked and delivered delicious pies to Fox Valley Lutheran
Homes for our recent Pie, Ice Cream and Silent Auction on October 2. It was a beautiful, sunny day and the
pies were enjoyed by many! THANK YOU to all of the crafty and generous donors who made or gave items
for the Silent Auction. It is the combination of the Pie and Ice Cream with the Silent Auction that raises the
funds for the projects that we attempt from year to year. Donations are still trickling in, so the count is not
final at this time. THANK YOU to all who purchased tickets, came and enjoyed pie and frozen custard, and
bid on or purchased silent auction items! It takes every one of you to make this event a success. You are
all important people and we need every one of you!
The rent that our tenants pay monthly covers the building maintenance of the apartment building.
The money that we are able to raise at events such as the Pie, Ice Cream and Silent Auction event, the
Annual Appeal, and other fund raiser events goes for larger items, and it pays for the ministry that goes on
here at Fox Valley Lutheran Homes. The ministry here is what sets us apart from other senior living
facilities. We are associated with the ELCA. We are associated with the Appleton Conference, which
means we are associated with YOUR CONGREGATION! That’s why I send you a newsletter article each
month. That’s why we hope that you consider Fox Valley Lutheran Homes a mission of your congregation.
We are doing ministry in the name of (your congregation) and the seventeen other congregations of the
Appleton Conference of the ELCA.
To help make our communication better, I am currently trying to set up a person or couple in each
congregation as “connectors” between your congregation and Fox Valley Lutheran Homes. I have
Connectors at Immanuel (Zittau,) Our Saviour’s (Appleton,) Prince of Peace (Appleton,) St. Paul (Neenah,)
and St. Mark’s (Neenah.) If your congregation isn’t on this list yet, please talk to me SOON about getting
your Connector set up soon, to make the communication work better and make less work for your Pastor(s)
and secretary!

Becky Luett, Deacon
Executive Director

Volunteer: Ring the Bell
The Salvation Army
To sign up: Call 920-955-1225 OR
Online at www.safoxcities.org
The need for bell ringers is great this year with
over 16,000 bell ringing
shifts to fill at 50 kettle sites
throughout the Fox Cities!
An hour or two of your time
ringing bells can really
contribute to helping families
in need in the Fox Cities.
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Fox Valley Lutheran Homes
seeks Connectors from Appleton
Conference Congregations to serve in
ways that will strengthen
communication and share
information about what is happening
in mission and ministry at FVLH.
Training and support are available to
the connectors while serving in this
role. To learn more about serving as
a connector or to sign up, call Becky
Luett, Executive Director at Fox
Valley Lutheran Homes, at
920.734.7225 or email her at
becky.fvlhomes@gmail.com

Congregation Boards

Call Committee

Executive Committee
Tom Jensen, P resident

Chair: Gary Schroeder
schroederphyllis@gmail.com
757-6228

Cheryl Muggenthaler, VP
Dennis Pringnitz, Treasurer

Ed Kerwell
gekerwell@gmail.com
731-3907

Council
Jon Seidl, Education

Verla Koerner
verlamae@new.rr.com
734-3328

Ron William, Secretary

David Lease, P roperty

Cookie Regal
cooki2982@gmail.com
739-2982

Rev. Jen Johnson-Wrege,
Worship and Music

Jon Seidl
jonseidl@hotmail.com
759-2760

Ministry Leaders
Sharon Meier, Care Team
Larry Baumbach, Tenant Advisor

Deb Werth
dwerth@new.rr.com
954-1936

Susan Pringnitz, High School Lunch
Shari Waldron, Faith in Action

Mission Statement
By grace, through faith,
we follow God’s word,
share gospel of Jesus Christ and bring
hope to others through worship,
education and outreach.

Who Are We?
The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations in the
United States, with more than 3.7 million members in more
than 9,300 congregations across the 50 states and in the
Caribbean region. Known as the church of “God’s work. Our
hands,” the ELCA emphasized the saving grace of God
through faith in Jesus Christ, unity among Christians and
service in the world. The ELCA’s roots are in the writings of
German church reformer, Martin Luther.
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