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Happy Thanksgiving!
Thanksgiving is truly a special day. It was first celebrated in 1621 when the Pilgrims and
the Wampanoag Indians shared a fall harvest. In 1863 President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed a
national day of thanksgiving to be held each year in November.

When we think of Thanksgiving we conjure up thoughts of leaves that have changed color
and are falling from trees. We also think of visiting with family and friends, and watching Macy’s
Thanksgiving Day Parade. Of course there are the traditional football games on television. Our
memories also remind us of turkey dinners with all of the holiday trimmings; including
stuffing! How many of us have had to loosen our belt a bit after a festive Thanksgiving Day
dinner!
Thanksgiving Day is more than a day of fond memories, parades, football, and special
dinners. It is also a day of thanks. On Thanksgiving Day we are reminded of the bounty of
treasures that is a part of our lives. We spend a few moments before the Thanksgiving dinner to
give thanks for the richness of our lives and for our wonderful family and friends. For too many
people, however, the meaning of Thanksgiving ends with spending a few moments giving of
giving thanks at the dinner table.
The true meaning of Thanksgiving, however, should not end after a
prayer or a few seconds of meditation devoted to thanks. The Holiday of
Thanksgiving has broader significance. Thanksgiving is also a call to
action. It is important for us to remember that the word thanksgiving is
composed of two words: thanks and giving. Through the Holiday of
Thanksgiving we are reminded to give thanks and to share and give. The
Holiday reminds us to share our economic and material wealth, and to
share also our time and talents with other people who could use our
help. In terms of thought and deed, the Holiday of Thanksgiving gives us
an enriched perspective on the abundance in our lives.
This Thanksgiving Day take a moment and reflect on what actions you can take in the next
year to fully express the meaning of Thanksgiving. Can you think of a way to free-up one hour
each week so that you can give that time to someone in
need? What would you do during that time? By giving of your time
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and talent you are acknowledging that there is abundance in your
900 N. Mason,
life.
Appleton, WI 54914
As you sit down to dinner this Thanksgiving, spend a few
moments giving thanks. Also, share with your family and friends
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what actions you will take in the next year to fully express the
920/594-2015
meaning of Thanksgiving.
pastordanluett@gmail.com
Join us on Wednesday, November 22, at 6:30 pm as we gather
Office Manager:
together with our friends from Trinity to giving thanks to our God
for the many blessings that have been given to us. Happy
Sarah Bultman
Thanksgiving!
920/733-9135
Yours in Christ,
Grace54914@gmail.com
Pastor Dan
www.gracelutheranappleton.org
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GRACE HAPPENINGS
Congregational Meeting

Reformation 500 Bookstore

Grace will hold our Semi- Annual meeting
on December 10
at 11:15 following second service.

Place your orders by Sunday, November 5!
Learn about Martin Luther, his writings, and the
impact of the Reformation for the church
today. The Reformation 500 Bookstore is now
open. Check it out and discover a variety of
resources on the Reformation for readers of all
ages. The books are offered at up to 50% off
plus free shipping.

What is a FVLH Connector? Sharon Meier
has volunteered to be the connection between
Grace Church and Fox Valley Lutheran Homes.
Between Sarah Bultman (Grace office manager)
and me, we hope to keep you informed of
what's going on at FVLH and how Grace may
take advantage of their programming. Did you
know you could join the residents at FVLH for
exercise every Wednesday at 1:30? Just show
up at Linwood Commons, their community
room. Also, you will hear of ways you can help
at FVLH. Sometimes it may be a pot of soup, a
tray of bars, some physical help, or donation of
money towards apartment needs. You may ask
questions of me (Sharon) or Becky Luett.
Keeping the welfare of the residents in your
prayers is always helpful.

Children’s Book Sale

Check out our selection of children’s books
plus many more on the order forms. You can
get great price and free shipping. Order soon
as the sale ends November 5, 2017.

Remember to
set your clock
an hour back on
Sunday,
November 5.

Lutheran World Relief Quilts

You may have seen some of the beautiful quilts made by the
Grace quilters displayed at worship on Sunday, October 15.
They were just a handful of the 381 quilts made over the past
year that were shipped to Lutheran World Relief to help
people in need around the world. Those quilts filled 33 boxes
each holding about 12 quilts! In addition 24 hygiene kits were
also donated by Grace (a Lenten project). THANK YOU!!
From the Lutheran World Relief Website
Imagine the comfort that comes from a hug at the time
when you need it most. That’s the feeling you can share
with an LWR Quilt. Through a simple combination of
fabric and thread, you can reach out to people in their
time of greatest need with a strong message of hope —
you are not alone. First and foremost, recipients use
their LWR Quilts to shield against the cold and rain,
and for warm bedding. But their
versatility also makes Quilts
useful as simple tents, floor
coverings, or a wrap to hold a
baby on a mother’s back.
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Worship Notes
November & December

Worship
at Grace

All Saints’ Sunday

On Sunday, November 5, 2017 we will be celebrating All Saints’ Day
during worship. If you have a loved one who has passed away since
last All Saints’ Day, please contact the office by email at
Grace54914@gmail.com or call after 2:00 pm to the church office
733-9135. We need the correct spelling and the date of
death. Names of those baptized in the last year will also be
recognized; again correct spelling and dates are needed. Deadline for
submissions is October 30.

Communion is celebrated
at all services.

Thanksgiving Eve

Come and join as Grace and Trinity celebrate Thanksgiving Worship
on Wednesday, November 22 at 6:30 pm. Come and give thanks to
God for all of our many blessings.

Advent will be here soon. Plan now to attend the Mid-week

Advent services at 6:30 pm in December. These services will be about
30 minutes so you can plan your Wednesday activities. We are
inviting Trinity to join us for these services.
December 6 – The Angel Speaks to Zechariah’s Fear
December 13 - The Angel Speaks to Joseph’s Confusion
December 20 – The Angel Speaks to Mary’s Doubt

Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:25 a.m.
Adult Forum 9:40 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

All Saints Sunday
November 5
November 12
November 19
Christ the King
November 26

Christmas Services

Are you planning your Christmas activities? Include worship in those
plans! On December 17 at the 10:30 am service our Sunday School
will lead our worship with the Christmas story. On Sunday, December
24, we will celebrate the Fourth Sunday in Advent at 8:30 am and at
the 10:30 service we will have our Christmas eve Service for families.
At 6:30 pm on Sunday, December 24, we will have our Candlelight
Christmas Eve worship service. On Christmas Day we will worship the
birth of our savior at 9:00 am. Come and join us for Worship!

Bible Study Opportunity In November 2017

Opportunities to Study God’s Message for You
Bible study groups from Grace and Trinity have combined and meet on
Wednesday mornings at 9 a.m. in the kitchen at Grace. Please consider
joining to study God’s message for us. It should be a fun experience, with
lots of good discussion. The study is based on the revised common
lectionary gospel lesson for the week.
Readings and studies for Wednesdays in November include:
November 1 - Matthew 23:1-12
November 8 - Matthew 25:1-13
November 15 - Matthew 25:14-30
November 22 - Matthew 25:31-46
November 29 - Mark 13:24-37
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November Worship
Assistants
November Ushers:
Robbie Johnson, David Lease, Aaron Seidl, Jon Seidl

November 5: All Saints Sunday
Greeters: Mason - Phyllis & Gary Schroeder
East - Gerry & Ed Kerwell
Asst. Minister: Tom Jensen
Lector: Tom Jensen
Communion 8:30 am: Dennis Pringnitz
Communion 10:30 am: LuAnn Seidl

Scripture
Readings
November 5: All Saints
Revelation 7:9 -17
1 John 3:1-3
Matthew 5:1-12
November 12
Amos 5:18-24
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
Matthew 25:1-13

November 12

November 19
Zephaniah 1:7, 12-18
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Matthew 25:14-30

Greeters: Mason - Joyce Learman
East - Millie, Joe & Lindsey Wilharms
Asst. Minister: Laury Grow
Lector: Laury Grow
Communion 8:30 am: Ron Bailey
Communion 10:30 am: Deb Werth

November 19
Greeters: Mason - Mary Kruckeberg / Mary Wheeler
East - Sharon & Bob Meier
Asst. Minister: Larry Baumbach
Lector: Carey Mackesy
Communion 8:30 am: Gene Krull
Communion 10:30 am: Judy Cross

November 22:
Thanksgiving Eve Worship at 6:30 p.m.
Lector: Robbie Johnson

November 26: Christ the King Sunday
Greeters: Mason - Tom & Mary Jensen
East - Marty Grow
Asst. Minister: Becky Luett
Lector: Mark Balkman
Communion 8:30 am: Marty Grow
Communion 10:30 am: LuAnn Seidl
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November 26:
Christ the King
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Ephesians 1:15-23
Matthew 25:31-46

Grace Lutheran Church
900 N. Mason St.
Appleton, WI 54914

November 2017

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

9 am Bible Study
6:30pm
TLC Worship
6:45 pm AA

10 am Grilled
Cheese Lunch
6:30 pm TLC
Singers Practice

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

8:30 am Worship

7:00 p.m. TLC
Bible Study
7:30 pm AA

8:30 am Quilting
6 pm Confirmation
6:30pm FV Chorus

9 am Bible Study
6:30pm
TLC Worship
6:45 pm AA

10 am Grilled
Cheese Lunch
10 am Serve at
Salvation Army
6:30 pm TLC
Singers Practice

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

12

13

14

15News. Deadline

17

18

6:30 pm
Joy Circle
7:30 pm AA

8:30 am Quilting
6 pm Confirmation
6:30 TLC Council
6:30pm FV Chorus

9 am Bible Study
6:30 pm
TLC Worship
7 pm
Council Mtg.
6:45 pm AA

16

8:30 am Worship

10 am Grilled
Cheese Lunch
6:30 pm TLC
Singers Practice

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

6:30 - 10 pm
FV Chorus

8:30 am - 4 pm
FV Chorus

23

24

25

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

9:25 am Christian Ed.
9:40 am Adult Forum

10:30 am Worship
Daylight savings ends.

9:25 am Christian Ed.
9:40 am Adult Forum

10:30 am Worship

19

20

21

22

8:30 am Worship

7:30 pm AA

8:30 am Quilting
6 pm Confirmation
6:30pm FV Chorus

9 am Bible Study
6:30 pm
Thanksgiving Eve
Worship
6:45 pm AA

27

28

29

30

6:30 pm FVC
Board Meeting
7:30 pm AA

8:30 am Quilting
6:30pm FV Chorus

9 am Bible Study
6:30 pm
TLC Worship
6:45 pm AA

10 am Grilled
Cheese Lunch
6:30 pm TLC
Singers Practice

9:25 am Sunday School
9:40 am Adult Forum

10:30 am Worship

Sunday School sings
at 10:30 service

26
8:30 am Worship
9:25 am Christian Ed.
9:40 am Adult Forum

10:30 am Worship
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Care List Prayers
Please keep these members in your prayers:
Marian Breitenfeldt
Dorothy Henke
Ellen Holz
Donny Kassube
Marie Mueller
Ruby Niemuth

Art Peterson
Gladys Prahl
Henry Schoenborn
Pastor Jim Seim
Carol Sievert
Rose Zinck

Grace Care Advent Wishes to our Homebound
The Grace Care Team wishes each of you a blessed, meaningful, warm and fuzzy Advent season, and
we want to remember our people on the Care and Concerned List again this year. Between now and
December 17, please bring in donations for our more fragile members of Grace, and the care
team will assemble gift bags for each of them. We will be making up about 20 bags this year. Here are
some of our brainstormed ideas, and perhaps you have other ideas as well. Please look for the big bin
in the narthex right after Thanksgiving and fill it up by Dec. 17 at 9:30. (The bin will not be available
until Thanksgiving, but you may start shopping now.)


New greeting cards



Chapstick



Stamps



Hard Candy (wrapped)



Homemade cookies



Socks



Hand Sanitizer



Gift certificates



Hand/body lotion



Christmas candy



Cough drops





Small Kleenex

Christmas-theme gift bags
(approx. 6X6X2)



Any other ideas for a
homebound person are also
welcome.



Cash donations to cover
expenses may be added and
noted on your giving
envelope.
Thank you on behalf of
many…

Help STOP Human Sex Trafficking
A Free Event educating the community.

Saturday, November 11, 2017 from 8:00 a.m. - Noon
All Saints Lutheran Church, 1072 Honey Creek Road, Oshkosh
Learn facts from 8 active organizations on the front lines and what
you can do to help. The event is free, but you must pre register at
Eventbrite 11-11-17.
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500 Years of Faith
These students aren’t 500 yrs. old,
nor do their ages even come close to
equaling that number, but they
experienced some of Martin Luther’s
reforming acts of 500 years ago by
reading and studying his life and
putting the puzzle pieces together for
this poster. They also
made Luther seals.
Confirmation students
are Ashlea Bird, Quinn
Fritsch, Ethan Kraft and
Connor Nienhaus.
Ethan is absent from

Faith In Action
Happy Thanksgiving!
When I count my blessings, I count the members of Grace Lutheran
Church. You make Faith In Action possible, by your generosity and
prayers. It seems as though I am always asking for something! This time
is no different.
I have been working with a young man who was homeless and now has
an apartment. It has been a journey. One where I have learned a lot.
Through the generosity of others, I have been able to obtain household
goods and furniture for him. I have finally found a bed for this young
man. For two years he has been sleeping on the floor. He wasn't
complaining, he is happy to have a roof over his head. The bed that I
obtained is a queen size bed. He has no sheets or blankets. If you have any
sheets or blankets that you are not using and would be willing to donate
them to this young man, that would be wonderful!
If you would like to donate any sheets or blankets and would like me to pick
them up, please call me at 920-232-7660.
Peace be with you,
Shari Waldron, BSW
920-277-4093
swaldronpersonal@gmail.com

Green
“Faith in Action” bags
available in the narthex.
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Fox Valley Lutheran Homes: November 2017 NEWS
THANK YOU! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! W e are so
thankful for all the volunteers who baked and donated pies
for our Pie and Ice Cream Social on October 1st. We are also
so grateful for all the people who donated items for the
Silent Auction that day. We enjoy having you come and participate with us as we enjoy
the pie, ice cream and enjoy bidding on all the wonderful auction items! Thank you so
much for your participation in this fall fund raiser that we host. This fall we were
raising money for bathtub walk-thru inserts, to make our bathrooms safer for our
tenants. We only made a “start” on getting a few of these, so watch for more on the
walk-thru inserts.
Just as many of you do, our thoughts turn to budgets and stewardship. Our 2017
Fall Appeal will soon be underway. Our heading looks a little difference, and so will our
letterhead and our envelopes. Our apartment building has been called Linwood Place
for many years, but we are formally calling it that now for marketing purposes. Our
corporate name and the ministry we do is still Fox Valley Lutheran Homes.
We have a 1 BR and a 2 BR, 1 ½ bath apartment both becoming available midNovember. If you’d like a tour, please call Becky at 920-734-7225, John 17 920-4195754, or Brian at 920-840-3578. We want to build up our waiting list again, so call any
time to arrange a tour. It is unusual to have two vacancies like this! Take advantage of
this opportunity to look, even if it is for the future. Have a great fall. Thanks for all you
do to support our ministries!
Becky Luett, Deacon & Executive Director

ELCA World Hunger November

Do you ever get overwhelmed with the news? Not sure who to trust for information?
Sign up to receive ELCA Hunger information. 30% of funds raised are given to projects
in the U.S. http://www.elca.org/hunger

and Sign up to receive ELCA Advocacy alerts. http://www.elca.org/advocacy
and for Wisconsin news: Sign up for LOPPW - Lutheran Office of Public Policy in
Wisconsin http://www.loppw.org/about-us/current-priorities/
Emails come on average 1/month from each group. You still choose
whether to take action or not.
“Again I saw all the oppressions that are practiced under the sun.
Look, the tears of the oppressed—with no one to comfort them! On
the side of their oppressors there was power—with no one to comfort
them” (Ecclesiastes 4:1).
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Congregation Boards
Executive Committee
Tom Jensen, P resident
Cheryl Muggenthaler, VP
Laury Grow, Secretary
Dennis Pringnitz, Treasurer
Council
Jon Seidl, Education
Open, P roperty
Rev. Jen Johnson-Wrege,
Worship and Music
Ministry Leaders
Sharon Meier, Care Team Coord.
Bob Waldron, Building Use Coord.
Susan Pringnitz, High School Lunch
Shari Waldron, Faith in Action
Mark Balkman, Finance

Mission Statement
By grace, through faith,
we follow God’s word,
share gospel of Jesus Christ and bring
hope to others through worship,
education and outreach.

Who Are We?
The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations in the
United States, with more than 3.7 million members in more
than 9,300 congregations across the 50 states and in the
Caribbean region. Known as the church of “God’s work. Our
hands,” the ELCA emphasized the saving grace of God
through faith in Jesus Christ, unity among Christians and
service in the world. The ELCA’s roots are in the writings of
German church reformer, Martin Luther.
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