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Dear Friends in Christ,
As I write this my computer tells me it is 29 days until Thanksgiving Day. What
does Thanksgiving mean to you? What do you give thanks for and what are you thankful each and every day?
Prayers of thanks and special thanksgiving ceremonies are common among almost all
religions after harvests and at other times. The Thanksgiving holiday's history in North
America is rooted in English traditions dating from the Protestant Reformation. It also
has aspects of a harvest festival, even though the harvest in New England occurs well
before the late-November date on which the modern Thanksgiving holiday is celebrated.
In the United States, the modern Thanksgiving holiday tradition is traced to a sparsely documented 1621 celebration at Plymouth in present-day Massachusetts, and also to
a well recorded 1619 event in Virginia. Several days of Thanksgiving were held in early
New England history that have been identified as the "First Thanksgiving", including Pilgrim holidays in Plymouth in 1621 and 1623, and a Puritan holiday in Boston in 1631.
The practice of holding an annual harvest festival did not become a regular affair in
New England until the late 1660s.
Thanksgiving proclamations were made mostly by church leaders in New England up
until 1682, and then by both state and church leaders until after the American Revolution. During the revolutionary period, political influences affected the issuance of
Thanksgiving proclamations. Various proclamations were made by royal governors,
John Hancock, General George Washington, and the Continental Congress, each giving
thanks to God for events favorable to their causes. As President of the United States,
George Washington proclaimed the first nationwide thanksgiving celebration in America
marking November 26, 1789, "as a day of public thanksgiving and prayer, to be observed by acknowledging with grateful hearts the many and signal favors of Almighty
God".
Thanksgiving, currently celebrated on the fourth Thursday in November by federal
legislation in 1941, has been an annual tradition in the United States by presidential
proclamation since 1863 and by state legislation since the Founding Fathers of the United States. Historically, Thanksgiving has traditionally been a celebration of the blessings of the year, including the harvest.
In how many ways has God blessed you this year? God has blessed Grace in so
many ways. We need to thankful for all the blessings. Try listing all the blessing that
come from Grace – let me know how many you can count!
We will celebrate Thanksgiving on November 21 at 6:30 pm as we gather with our
friends from Trinity to give thanks to our God for the many blessings that have been
given to us.
Yours in Christ,
Who Are We?
Pastor Dan
P.S. See you on Wednesday,
November 21, at 6:30 pm.

The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations in the United States, with more than 3.7 million
members in more than 9,300 congregations across
the 50 states and in the Caribbean region. Known as
the church of “God’s work. Our hands,” the ELCA emphasized the saving grace of God through faith in Jesus Christ, unity among Christians and service in the
world. The ELCA’s roots are in the writings of German church reformer, Martin Luther.
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November Worship
Assistants
Scripture
Readings

November Ushers
Robbie Johnson, Aaron Seidl, Jon Seidl, David
Lease

November 4
Greeters: Mason - Phyllis & Gary Schroeder
East - Gerry & Ed Kerwell
Asst. Minister: Tom Jensen
Lector: Cheryl Muggenthaler
Communion 8:30 am: Dennis Pringnitz
Communion 10:30 am: Deb Werth/Ethan Kraft

November 4
Isaiah 25:6-9
Revelations 21:1-6a
John 11:32-44

November 11

November 11
1 Kings 17:8-16
Hebrews 9:11-14
Mark 12:38-44

Greeters: Mason - Joy & Dirk DeBraal
East - Millie, Joe & Lindsey Wilharms
Asst. Minister: Laury Grow
Lector: Laury Grow
Communion 8:30 am: Ron Bailey
Communion 10:30 am: Luann Seidl

November 18
Greeters: Mason - Mary Kruckeberg/Mary Wheeler
East - Marty Grow
Asst. Minister: Mandie Klauer
Lector: Carey Mackesy
Communion 8:30 am: Gene Krull
Communion 10:30 am: Deb Werth/Ethan Kraft

November 25
Greeter: Mason - Mary & Tom Jensen
East - Sharon & Bob Meier
Asst. Minister: Ron Williams
Lector: Ron Williams
Communion 8:30 am: Marty Grow
Communion 10:30 am: Luann Seidl
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November 18
Daniel 12:1-3
Hebrews 10:11-14, 19-25
Mark 13: 1-8
November 25
Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14
Revelations 1:4b-8
John 18:33-37

Grace Lutheran Church
900 N. Mason St.
Appleton, WI 54914

November 2018

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

10 am Grilled
Cheese Lunch

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship
7:00 pm Potter’s
House Worship

4
8:30 am Worship
9:25 am Sunday School

10:30 am Worship

5

6

7

8

9

10

6:30 Joy Circle
7:30 pm AA

8:30 am Quilting
10:00 am WM Mtg
6:00 pm Confirmation

9 am Bible Study
6:30 pm Worship
6:45 pm AA

10 am Grilled
Cheese Lunch

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

14

15

16

17

10 am Grilled
Cheese Lunch

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

Fall back - Daylight Savings Time
Ends

11

12

13

8:30 am Worship

7:30 pm AA

8:30 am Quilting

9:25 am Sunday School
9:30 am Congregation
Conversation

6:00 pm Confirmation

10:30 am Worship

18
8:30 am Worship

9 am Bible Study
6:30 pm Worship
6:45 pm AA

10 am - 1pm
Salvation Army

7:00pm Potter’s
House Worship

19

20

7:30 pm AA

8:30 am Quilting

21

22

23

24

Office Closed

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

6:00 pm Confirmation

6:30 pm Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service
6:45 pm AA

28

29

30

9 am Bible Study
6:30 pm Worship
6:45 pm AA

10 am Grilled
Cheese Lunch

9 am
Bible Study

9:25 am Sunday School

10:30 am Worship

Newsletter
articles due

25

26

8:30 am Worship

27

7:30 pm AA

8:30 am Quilting

9:25 am Sunday School

10:30 am Worship

7:00 pm Potter’s
House Worship

11:00 Potluck and
Advent Preparation
Projects

Happy
Thanksgiving

7:00 pm Potter’s
House Worship

Lyons Craft
Weekend
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November 2018 NEWS

Watch for an update on the Auction in the
December newsletter!

We once again have one vacancy at Linwood Place Apartments, a 1 bedroom apartment.
Call Becky at 734-7225 to make an appointment to see the apartment. It won’t last long.
This is the time of year to make a move! Come join our family at Fox Valley Lutheran
Homes!
Thanks to the volunteers from the many congregations who volunteer and help to keep
Fox Valley Lutheran Homes & Linwood Place going! We couldn’t do it without you! You
make a difference! Your hands are indeed doing God’s work!

Becky Luett,

Deacon

Care List
Prayers
Please keep these
members in your
prayers:

Marian Breitenfeldt
James De Braal
Dorothy Henke
Ellen Holz
Donny Kassube
Roger Kirkeide
Marie Mueller
Gladys Prahl
Pastor Jim Seim
Marv Wrege
Rose Zinck

Grace will be having a Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service led by
Pastor Dan on Wednesday November 21st at 6:30 pm.
with Trinity. Please come and join in the worship! There will not
be a service on Thanksgiving Day.

Opportunities to Study God’s Message for
You

A combined Grace and Trinity bible study meets on Wednesdays at
9 a.m. in the kitchen at Grace and on Fridays another group meets
at 9 a.m. in the narthex. Please consider joining to study God’s
message for us at one or both of these discussions.
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GRACE HAPPENINGS
Check out the Grace Web Site www.gracelutheranappleton.org for updated information about our congregation. We also have a new feature – Daily Devotions. Every day a new devotion is on our website. Check them out!
Ruby’s Pantry is a faith based organization that is for everyone who eats. It is not government
funded. You can receive one portion (this equals 2 laundry baskets full of food) for every $20.00 spent
and you can get more than one portion, just bring extra baskets for your food. You normally get pizza, frozen food, canned goods, meats, bread and other assorted items (could be toilet paper or napkins, etc). In
the Appleton area Ruby’s is located at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church at N1615 Meadowview
Drive in Greenville WI 54942. They distribute food the first Saturday of the month. There is some information available on the table in the narthex. Even if you don’t need everything they offer, it can be shared
with people who can use it like our Faith In Action bags or our Blessing Box for nonperishable items.
Faith in Action is done the first Sunday of the month. Please bring in your items. The items are
very much appreciated.

Please help us help others!
Bring your food donations on the Sunday before Thanksgiving for our
Blessing Box or for Faith in Action!
November 18th is the date!

Flowers in Church
The Altar Guild has a Flower Chart by the Nursery door near the East stairway in the narthex for those who may want to donate an arrangement of live flowers for worship on any
Sunday. Please put your name next to the date you would like and contact Karen Krull,
739-3880 or Diane Bailey, 734-9076 to get the details. You may want to recognize a special birthday or anniversary coming up or just order them for any Sunday.

The Care team will be assembling the Advent Bags for the homebound Thursday December
13th. A complete listing of items will be in the December Newsletter and December bulletins
are things are finalized.
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November 11th 9:30 am
Second Sunday
Congregation Conversations
To: Deepen our faith
Help us figure out where & how God is calling
us to serve today
Strengthen our congregation for mission
Takes place between worship services
Coffee & goodies provided

Please come and have your voice heard
Remember to read Acts 1 prior to the meeting
Crossways Camping Ministries has a number of retreats available. Please look up their website
at www.crosswayscamps.org for numerous opportunities available. All kinds of retreats available from
family to kids to adults. If you would like more information and don’t have access to their website,
please let Carey know in the office.
Updates from Cheryl M uggenthaler:
Blessing Box – Thank you to everyone for all the wonderful gifts that keep coming. The
Blessing Box is being used daily. We are also blessed by neighborhood friends. Many
times when I come to check it items have been left by our neighbors. What a Blessing! As
winter comes boxed items will be appreciated. Also, items like toilet paper, paper toweling, tooth paste, shampoo, soap, etc. As the weather has cooled down I find that soup
(especially chicken noodle and tomato) continue to go quickly. Ramen noodles also go and
you can get a box of 12 at Aldi’s for $1.94. Other good prices at Aldi’s – Canned vegetables - $.49 a can, soup $.59 a can, toilet paper - $.59 for 4 rolls, paper towels - $.49 a
roll. Another good place is The Dollar Tree on Northland. Their food prices are a little
higher, but you can get things like dish soap, laundry detergent, etc. for $1.00. Boxed
meals like Hamburger Helper and so forth also go. And, of course, the Mac N Cheese $.45
a box at Aldi’s.
We have been truly blessed by a monthly gift of boxes of cooked cereal, large bags of
powered milk and some drink items. With the cooler weather these items are starting to
go. Because of the large amount we are able to give some to Shari to give out at Loaves
and Fishes. I have also taken some of the powdered milk and cereal to the homeless shelter on College Avenue and will continue to do so as long as we continue to receive these
items.
BOOK NOOK – If you have children or adult books you no longer need, please bring them
and remember you are more than welcome to take a book. The book nook also has a light
inside at night. Adult books are especially needed at this time.
Thank you!

Thank you!
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Thank you!

CAN YOU HELP?

We are looking for volunteers to help usher on any given month. We have a
shortage on the months listed below and are asking for any individuals or
groups to fill these vacancies. Ushering is done a month at a time for the early
service only. Training will be provided if needed. Anyone can usher, male or female. Please consider this opportunity today and let the office or Pastor Dan
know so the list can be updated as soon as possible. Thank you in advance.
Month
# needed
January
1
February
2
April
2
Calling all ushers! Where are you?
May
1
July
1
August
3
October
1
November
1
There is a 26th annual “Miscarriage, Infant and Child Loss Memorial Service” being
held Monday November 5th 6:30 p.m. at St Bernard Parish 1617 W Pine Street Appleton
WI 54914. It is open to people of all faiths. There is a poster on the board at the entrance
from the parking lot for additional information.
Watch the December Newsletter for information regarding the cancellation of any church
services due to inclement weather.

We will soon have a sign up sheet for snow shoveling. Please prayerfully consider if you can
add your name on the sheet when the time comes.
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These are the next 6 of the points in the article. Please see the first 6 points in the October
Newsletter. Thank you and I hope you find them useful.

12 Encouraging Bible Verses About Hope in Hard Times
As Christians, we live in a broken world. We still face difficult situations and pain that appears to
have no answers. Still, we can rest on God’s Word and the firm truths within. If you’re seeking truth
in hard times, speak these encouraging bible verses over your life:

Bible Verses About Struggling Finances
7. Matthew 6:26
Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are
you not much more valuable than they?
Truth: God loves His children and provides for them.

8. Malachi 3:10
Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty,
“and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room
enough to store it.
Truth: Continue to tithe, even in financial stress, and God will bless you for it.

9. 2 Kings 4: 3-7
Elisha said, “Go around and ask all your neighbors for empty jars. Don’t ask for just a few. Then go inside and shut the
door behind you and your sons. Pour oil into all the jars, and as each is filled, put it to one side.”
She left him and shut the door behind her and her sons. They brought the jars to her and she kept pouring. When all the
jars were full, she said to her son, “Bring me another one.”
But he replied, “There is not a jar left.” Then the oil stopped flowing.
She went and told the man of God, and he said, “Go, sell the oil and pay your debts. You and your sons can live on what is
left.”
Truth: God is all-powerful and all-knowing. He can provide in miraculous ways.

Self Doubt Bible Verses
10. 1 Corinthians 1:27
But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the
strong.
Truth: God empowers you. He uses those with doubts and insecurities to do His work.

11. Proverbs 3: 5-6
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will
make your paths straight.
Truth: Ask God to lead the way, and He will direct your path.

12. Joshua 1:9
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God
will be with you wherever you go.
Truth: God is with you every step of the way–always and forever.
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SAVE THE DATE

Advent Adventures – Sunday, November 25 – 11:00 A.M.
(Christ the King Sunday)
WELCOME the Advent season following the 10:30 A.M. service on Sunday, November 25,
with a potluck meal, singing, and Advent projects to make. ALSO, there will be Advent
gifts to take home. This is for the entire family and it will be an Adventure as we look
forward to the Advent season which begins the following Sunday.
Bring your favorite dish to share at the potluck. It won't be the heavenly banquet pictured
in the Bible celebrating Christ the King, but our potlucks bring together some very tasty
food and usually lots of it. Beverages provided.
As people are gathering, the projects will be made by all ages, we'll sing some traditional
Advent carols, have our tasty potluck meal, receive gifts and join in fellowship. As we head
home we'll be ready to begin our preparations for this holy season.
Mark your calendars for Sunday, November 25, at 11 A.M. in the Parish Activity Center at
Grace for ADVENT ADVENTURE. Questions? Contact Rev. Jennie Johnson Wrege, (920)
740-1476 or talk to anyone on the Worship and Music Committee.

Cemetery Plots – Grace has several donated cemetery plots at Highlands Memorial Park.
The council has voted to put them up for sale to members of Grace. The cost for each plot
will be $250 payable to Grace. In addition, there is a fee payable to Highlands Memorial
Park in the amount of $125 for transfer of the deeds. We have an infant and a child plot
and are not being sold in case someone needs either of them.
We have a mausoleum for two and is $1,000 plus the $125 for the transfer of the deed.
It includes the opening and closing.
If cremation is used two can be put in the same plot. However, there is an additional
charge from Highlands to do so. The charge is one-half of the assessed value at the time of
the 2nd burial. Current value is approximately $4,000 so the additional charge would be
$2,000 if you paid it now and could be higher at a later date.
We are offering them to Grace members first. If you are interested or have questions,
please see Cheryl Muggenthaler.
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Congregation Boards

Sunday Worship
At Grace

Executive Committee
Tom Jensen, P resident
Cheryl Muggenthaler, VP

Communion is celebrated at all
services.

Laury Grow, Secretary

November 4

Dennis Pringnitz, Treasurer

8:30 am Worship
9:25 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

Council
Jon Seidl, Education

November 11

You??, P roperty

8:30 am Worship
9:25 am Sunday School
9:30 am Congregation
Conversation
10:30 am Worship

Rev. Jen Johnson-Wrege,
Worship and Music
Mark Balkman, Finance

November 18
8:30 am Worship
9:25 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

Ministry Leaders
Lois Hilger, Sunday School Coord.
Sharon Meier, Care Team Coord.

November 25

Bob Waldron, Building Use Coord.

8:30 am Worship
9:25 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

Susan Pringnitz, High School Lunch
Shari Waldron, Faith in Action

Grace Lutheran Church
900 N. Mason,
Appleton, WI 54914

Pastor Dan Luett

Mission Statement

920/594-2015
pastordanluett@gmail.com

By grace, through faith,
we follow God’s word,
share gospel of Jesus Christ and bring hope
to others through worship,
education and outreach.

Church Office
920/733-9135
Grace54914@gmail.com
www.gracelutheranappleton.org
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