Grace

Lutheran
CHURCH

September 2017 Newsletter

Have you noticed how much earlier it is getting dark each night? Fall is
coming! Ready or not! Grace is gearing up for our fall schedule as well.

God’s Work our Hands Sunday
On September 10 we will be participating in the ELCA’s “God’s Work our
Hands Sunday.” Come to worship and plan to stick around and
participate in one of many projects to help others. More information
coming soon.

Sunday School
Rally Sunday will be on September 17. Sunday School classes will begin
at 9:25! Notice the new time! Our theme for the year is “Owl” Always
Jesus. We hope to see your children and grandchild plus any
neighbors or friends. We will install our Sunday School teachers and bless
our students on September 17. We will also have time to bless the
backpacks of our students of all ages from preschool through senior
citizens. If you are attending school we invite you to bring your
backpack, brief case, satchel or whatever you carry to school to be
blessed at Grace.

Adult Education for Fall
This fall we will be having a class on the Reformation called “The Word
at Work, History, Scripture and Reflections on the Reformation.” We will
meet in the PAC at 9:40 on Sunday morning. Come and join us as you
are able as we look again at Luther and the Reformation.

Confirmation
Confirmation resumes with a meeting for parents and students on
Tuesday, September 12, at 6:00 pm. We invite any seventh or eighth
graders to join us. Call Pastor Dan 920-594-2015 with any questions.

Worship
at Grace
Communion is celebrated
at all services.

September 3
Worship 9:00 a.m.

September 10
Worship 9:00 a.m.
God’s Work. Our Hands.

September 17
Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:25 a.m.
Adult Forum 9:40 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

September 24
Worship 8:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:25 a.m.
Adult Forum 9:40 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

Grace Lutheran Church

CROP Walk
This year’s CROP Walk will be on October 8th. If you are interested in
joining the CROP Walk this year let Pastor Dan know. There are choices
of 1, 3 or 6 mile walks.

Worship
We will return to the fall schedule on September 17 with two services:
8:30 and 10:30 am. Sunday School will begin at 9:25 and Adult Forum will
begin at 9:40. Hope to see you there!
Yours in Christ,

900 N. Mason,
Appleton, WI 54914

Pastor Dan Luett
920/594-2015
pastordanluett@gmail.com

Office Manager:
Sarah Bultman
920/733-9135
Grace54914@gmail.com

Pastor Dan

www.gracelutheranappleton.org
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GRACE HAPPENINGS
Grace is looking different!

High School Grilled Cheese Lunches

Have you noticed that the parking lot doesn’t
have the huge holes any more? Thanks to Gary
Schroeder for organizing this project. Have
you noticed that the playground is missing the
weeds and has a new layer of bark? Thanks for
Tom Jensen for getting the bark ordered. How
about those floors? The parking lot stairs, hall
and narthex are shinning again. Thanks to Mike
Keeney, Mary Kruckeberg and Laury Grow for
all their hard work.

start on Thursday, September 7 for Appleton
West High School students!! Volunteers arrive
about 10:00 a.m. to start preparing food. New
volunteers are always welcome. Interested
people should contact Susan Pringnitz at 7337591. Looking forward to a great year serving
the youth in our neighborhood!

Thank you! Our Tailgate Picnic was a huge

success! Thanks to Carey Mackesy and Robbie
Johnson for their masterful organizing and
serving up a wonderful meal. The brats and
hamburgers were grilled to perfection. They
had all the fixings one could want. Thanks to
Costco for the beautiful cake! Thanks to all of
the Grace members who brought the great
food. Thanks to Chuck Kruckeberg for his
fantastic live music. Also thanks to all who
stayed and enjoyed the Tailgate Picnic. Check
out the photos on below and on page 3.

Mark Your Calendars
from the Grace Board of Education






God’s Work Our Hands – September 10
Rally Day – September 17
Sunday School from 9:25 - 10:25 a.m.
Backpack Blessing – September 17
Adult Forum on “Reformation: The Word at
Work” – begins on September 17

Quilting begins on Tuesday, September 12.

Quilting takes place in the Grace church
basement each Tuesday from 8:30 - 11:30 a.m.
New quilters or helpers are always welcome.
Donations of thread, yarn, and sheets are also
appreciated. Question? Talk to Susan Pringnitz
at 733-7591.

Reformation 500 Bookstore

The 500th anniversary of the Reformation is
fast approaching! Learn about Martin Luther,
his writings, and the impact of the Reformation
for the church today. Coming in September we
will host the Reformation 500
Bookstore. Check it out and discover a variety
of resources on the Reformation for readers of
all ages. The books will be offered at up to 50%
off plus free shipping.

Soap Drive: The annual fall soap drive will

begin in September. Please bring new,
wrapped, bath-size bars of soap to church. A
collection box will be placed in the gathering
area. Thanks for your donations!

Preparing the
Tailgate Feast on
Sunday, August 20!

Tailgate Crowd!
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From the Council President
Have you noticed that the kids are back in school and summer is quickly ebbing. Time refuses to
stand still and neither should we at Grace.
It appears we have finally solved the water issues in the library. The heavy storms of the summer have
seen the library stay dry. Council has decided to move forward with putting the library back in shape
utilizing the remaining funds in the library. No decisions have yet been made on what will happen or
what the future purpose of the room will be. That is where you come in. We need someone to take
charge of the project, gather input and help Council move the project forward. Is this person you?
Other renovations to the sanctuary have also been gaining favor. One is actually a restoration project.
This involves removing the wall between the conference room and the sanctuary. This would bring
much needed natural light into the sanctuary and greatly increase cross ventilation for those hot
summer days. I have been told this was the original configuration for the sanctuary when this area
was the home of the choir. We even have many of the original items for the space in storage. The
second is to remove a few pews in the back of the sanctuary to create an easier flow for people to
move around the sanctuary. Would you be the individual to help led and develop plans for these
projects?
Our congregation must keep moving forward with the care and development of our facility as well as
updating our facility to make it more inviting to people. If you agree and feel it’s your calling to make
this happen please let me or Pastor Dan know.
Tom Jensen
Grace Council President
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September Worship
Assistants

Scripture
Readings

September Ushers: Joe Wilharms, Lindsey Wilharms,
Dave Wiese, Jon Seidl

September 3 - - 9:00 a.m.
Greeters: Mason - Carol & Ralph Sievert
East - Roger Schmidt
Asst. Minister: Mark Balkman
Lector: Laurie Lease
Communion: Dennis Pringnitz

September 3
Jeremiah 15:15-21
Romans 12:9-21
Matthew 16:21-28
September 10
Ezekiel 33:7-11
Romans 13:8-14
Matthew 18:15-20

September 10 - - 9:00 a.m.

September 17
Genesis 50:15-21
Romans 14:1-12
Matthew 18:21-35

Greeters: Mason - Karen & Eugene Krull
East - Robbie Johnson Family
Asst. Minister: Lois Hilger
Lector: Lois Hilger
Communion: Ron Bailey

September 24
Jonah 3:10-4:11
Philippians 1:21-30
Matthew 20:1-16

September 17 - - 8:30 a.m. & 10:30 a.m.
Greeters: Mason - Joyce Learman
East - Art Peterson
Asst. Minister: Tom Jensen
Lector: Mark Balkman
Communion 8:30 am: Gene Krull
Communion 10:30 am: Judy Cross

September 24 - - 8:30 & 10:30 a.m.
Greeters: Mason - Cory & Mike Keeney
East - Mary & Ray Hubers
Asst. Minister: Becky Luett
Lector: Becky Luett
Communion 8:30 am: Marty Grow
Communion 10:30 am: LuAnn Seidl
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Grace Lutheran Church
900 N. Mason St.
Appleton, WI 54914

September 2017

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

9:00 am Worship

7:30 pm AA

6:30pm FV Chorus

9 am Bible Study
6:30pm
TLC Worship
6:45 pm AA

10 am Grilled
Cheese Lunch
6:30 Fox Sounds

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

10

11

12

13

15

16

8:30 am Quilting
6:00 pm Student/
Parent Confirm.
Meeting
6:30pm FV Chorus

10 am Grilled
Cheese Lunch
6:30 pm TLC
Singers Practice

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

“God’s Work.
Our Hands. Sunday”

5:15 pm
Board of
Ed. Meeting
6:30 pm
Joy Circle
7:30 pm AA

9 am Bible Study
6:30pm
TLC Worship
6:45 pm AA
7pm Council Mtg.

14

9:00 am Worship

17 Rally Day

18

19

20

21

22

8:30 am Worship

7:30 pm AA

8:30 am Quilting
6:00 pm Confirm.
6:30 TLC Council
6:30pm FV Chorus

9 am Bible Study
6:30 pm
TLC Worship
6:45 pm AA

9:00 TLC
9 am
Newsletter Team Bible Study

25

26

27

28

29

30

6:30 pm FVC
Board Meeting
7:30 pm AA

8:30 am Quilting
6:00 pm Confirm.
6:30pm FV Chorus

9am Bible Study
6:30 pm
TLC Worship
6:45 pm AA

10 am Grilled
Cheese Lunch

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship

9:25 am Sunday School
9:40 am Adult Forum

10:30 am Worship

Installation of
Teachers &
Blessing of Children at
both services.
Blessing of Backpacks
at 10:30 only.

24
8:30 am Worship
9:25 am Christian Ed.
9:40 am Adult Forum

10:30 am Worship
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News. Deadline

23
9 am Hmong
Worship

10 am Grilled
Cheese Lunch
6:30 pm TLC
Singers Practice
6:30 Fox Sounds

6:30 pm TLC
Singers Practice

Care List Prayers
From the care team: September

Please keep these members in your prayers:
Dorothy Henke
Ellen Holz
Donny Kassube
Marie Mueller
Ruby Niemuth

always seems like a good time to get
settled into a new routine. How about
committing a bit of time to our
homebound members? We are still
looking for more Grace Visitors to visit a
specific person once a month...or how
about taking a list of names from the
greeting card table and either calling,
writing, or visiting anyone on the list?
You can do this even if you don't get
around much yourself anymore! It's just
nice to be remembered! Also don't
forget to sign the greeting cards on
Sunday morning. Thank you.

Art Peterson
Gladys Prahl
Henry Schoenborn
Pastor Jim Seim
Rose Zinck

Bible Study Opportunity In September 2017

Opportunities to Study God’s Message for You
Bible study groups from Grace and Trinity have decided to combine and
meet on Wednesday mornings at 9 a.m. in the kitchen at Grace. Please
consider joining to study God’s message for us. It should be a fun
experience, with lots of good discussion. The study is based on the revised
common lectionary gospel lesson for the week.
Readings and studies for Wednesdays in September include:
September 6 - Matthew 18:15-20
September 13 - Matthew 18:21-35
September 20 - Matthew 20:1-16
September 27 - Matthew 21:23-32

Sincere Thank You.
My dear sister Robyn passed away in Australia on
July 23, 2017. Fortunately, I was able to go home
and visit with her. I wish to thank the Grace
Church community for their continued prayers for
Robyn over the past 3 or 4 years, as she fought
her battle against cancer. Thank you also for your
words of sorrow, support and comfort for Larry
and me throughout this journey. Grace is truly a
loving, caring family of believers!
God's blessings upon you all.
Deb Baumbach
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Women of the ELCA
Triennial Gathering
I had the great opportunity to attend the Tenth Triennial Gathering of
the ELCA Women July 13-16 in Minneapolis, MN. I learned so much,
laughed so much, and have been moved and challenged, so that I am
changed. I thank God for this experience and for being able to share it
here with you.
I joined 3,300 of our closest friends from every state in the US. Over
1,100 were first time attendees. 70 women from our East Central
Synod of Wisconsin attended.

Every woman who belongs to an ELCA church is automatically part of WELCA. WELCA brings women
together for Bible study, service, and fellowship.
A new president of the churchwide WELCA was elected. She is a lovely younger woman from western
North Dakota named Lisa Plorin- as well as other officers and 17 board members from around the
country. The resolution was passed to establish January 11 through Super Bowl Sunday 2018 as a time
of prayer to end human trafficking.
This year’s Gathering theme was “All Anew.” The theme “All Anew” reminds us that God is always
doing a new thing in us, among us and through us. Inspiring speakers and preachers, a Bible Study by
Kelly Fryer, worshipful music, the National Lutheran Choir, workshops, and servant events exceeded
my expectations. There was more to see, do and learn in Minneapolis than there was time to do it
all.
The Eleventh Triennial Gathering will be in Phoenix, AZ July 16-19, 2020. This could be a lifechanging opportunity for women in our church!
I close with this text from Isaiah 43:19, “I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you
not perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.
Submitted by Lois Hilger, First-Time Attendee
(Also pictured are Wanda Fischer & Judy Natz from Trinity.)
Dear People of God of Grace Lutheran,
Thank you for welcoming our family into your church community. When we moved here 2
years ago we needed a church home. Your welcome and kindness led us here. We are now
returning to Minnesota. We are thankful for the ways you supported us.
Blessings as you continue the work of Christ in this place.
With gratitude,
Martha, Tony, Aurora & Aleia Jensen :)
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Fox Valley Lutheran Homes: September 2017 NEWS
With autumn approaching we are well into the process of preparing to greet
you for our Pie, Ice Cream and Silent Auction. Look for Sharon Meier or
Becky Luett to buy your tickets now! The event takes place October 1, from
10 A.M. until 1 P.M. Winners of all Silent Auction items will be contacted by
phone if they are not present at the time. During September, bring in all of your donations for the Silent Auction
so we can get them catalogued and prepared! Your generosity makes our event a success. All of our proceeds
will go towards Walk-Thru Tub Inserts, which converts our tubs into showers, providing safe, easy access into
the showers for those with low mobility.
We welcome Cheryl Mahloch to our staff here as our new Care Coordinator. She comes to us with lots of
experience and is quickly getting to know the tenants. She will also be handling the Volunteer Coordination.
The tenants themselves have organized a ministry team here at Fox Valley Lutheran Homes, composed
of one WELS Lutheran, 3 ELCA Lutherans, and 2 Roman Catholics. These are some of the people who gathered
to talk about a synod project that many congregations are considering and we were also. These individuals
decided to do it their own way and formed their own committee! They are also starting a new Bible study. This
is truly grassroots work!
Call Becky Luett at 734-7225 with questions or offers of donations for the silent auction. Call Sharon
Meier at 739-4291 with offers of pies. We need your help! Pies, silent auction items, people here on October
1st! Hope to see you soon!

Becky Luett, Deacon & Executive Director

ABC’s of Medicare
th

On Monday, September 18 at 10:30 AM at the Linwood Commons there will be a program about the “ABCs of
Medicare” . This is an opportunity to review your supplemental insurance prior to the enrollment date. Come
to this informal presentation and bring your questions. Be informed before you choose.
Our speaker will be Steve Sturtevant from Sturtevant and Associates. All are welcomed. Please call Fox Valley
Lutheran Homes to register, 734-7225. We are located at 425 N. Linwood in Appleton.

Put LIFE back into your life: Living Well with Chronic Conditions
Are you an adult with an ongoing health condition? You’ll get the support you need, find practical ways to deal
with pain and fatigue, discover better nutrition and exercise choices, understand new treatment choices, and
learn better ways to talk with your doctor and family about your health. If you have conditions such as
diabetes, arthritis, high blood pressure, heart disease, chronic pain, anxiety, the Living Well workshop can help
you take charge of your life. Class is FREE to participate, the book costs $20 if you choose to keep it. SPOTS ARE
LIMITED! SIGN UP SOON!
Dates: Mondays Oct. 2nd-November 6th, 2017
Time: 12:30pm-3:00pm
Location: Fox Valley Lutheran Homes, 425 N. Linwood, Appleton
Registration: Contact Nancy Krueger at 920-740-9572 or nkrueger@vpind.com

“Memory Care Respite Partners”

Respite for you and care for your loved one. This program is available the 1st
Monday of each month, 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. at St. Paul Lutheran Church, 200 N.
Commercial St. in Neenah. While you're away, we will provide: organized arts,
crafts & music, staffed by professional caregivers and volunteers, snacks &
refreshments. This is a FREE community program. RSVP to register for a spot
at 920-383-1180 or email: memorycarerespitepartners@gmail.com.
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Community News
Habitat Interfaith Build Updates
The foundation walls have been poured and construction is set to begin on August 26th. The
ELCA Conference’s first assigned day is for providing lunch and site support on September 5th.
Someone is still needed to provide lunch and site support for the 5th as well as site
support for September 7th. If you know of someone at Grace or a friend that might like to
provide a lunch or site support, please let them know of these opportunities. Please sign up for
the September 5th & 7th spots by August 24. A few spots are still open on other days to
volunteers. Sign up at https://foxcitieshabitat.volunteerhub.com/lp/elca/events. OR contact
Ron Jone, project coordinator, at rjones5@new.rr.com.

Help STOP Human Sex Trafficking
Educating the Community
Free Event
Saturday, November 11, 2017
8:00 a.m. - Noon
Learn facts from the 8 active organizations
on the front lines and what you can do to help.
All Saints Lutheran Church
1072 Honey Creek Road, Oshkosh
(Close to Oakwood Road & Highway 21)
Free, but Admission Ticket is needed to receive a prepared Packet at the event.
Go to Eventbrite 11-11-17 between August 5 and November 5 to register.

Speaking up for justice may seem overwhelming. If you want to make a positive difference for vulnerable
people in your community, become informed by getting the basic facts. The ELCA does research and has many
resources members can use to learn about issues and what can be done. You are encouraged to look at
resources and sign up for alerts.
Sign up to receive ELCA Advocacy alerts at http://www.elca.org/advocacy. Sign up to receive action
alerts at the bottom of the home page www.loppw.org . The LOPPW (Lutheran Office of Public Policy in
Wisconsin) advisory council members have summarized each ELCA Social Statement and added discussion
questions. Please consider using them for your church council, adult education, or as a special series. Let us
know your questions and suggestions. Thank you.
Please use this link to share the devotional with others: http://www.loppw.org/wpcontet/blogs.dir/45/files/2017/04/ Devotions-on-the-ELCA-Social-S tatements.pdf
"Again I saw all the oppressions that are practiced under the sun. Look, the tears of
the oppressed—with no one to comfort them! On the side of their oppressors there
was power—with no one to comfort them” (Ecclesiastes 4:1).
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Congregation Boards
Executive Committee
Tom Jensen, P resident
Cheryl Muggenthaler, VP
Laury Grow, Secretary
Dennis Pringnitz, Treasurer
Council
Jon Seidl, Education
Open, P roperty
Rev. Jen Johnson-Wrege,
Worship and Music
Ministry Leaders
Sharon Meier, Care Team Coord.
Bob Waldron, Building Use Coord.
Susan Pringnitz, High School Lunch
Shari Waldron, Faith in Action
Mark Balkman, Finance

Mission Statement
By grace, through faith,
we follow God’s word,
share gospel of Jesus Christ and bring
hope to others through worship,
education and outreach.

Who Are We?
The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations in the
United States, with more than 3.7 million members in more
than 9,300 congregations across the 50 states and in the
Caribbean region. Known as the church of “God’s work. Our
hands,” the ELCA emphasized the saving grace of God
through faith in Jesus Christ, unity among Christians and
service in the world. The ELCA’s roots are in the writings of
German church reformer, Martin Luther.

10

