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Lots Happening
The PAC rug has been cleaned and looks great. With
Sarah’s help, I just took the TV down in the elevator- its
working just fine! The Sunday School theme song is on a
DVD this year. All Around the World is one of my favorite
songs about our amazing GOD! The classroom that the Title
One Preschool will use at Grace had lots of activity today
with a variety of supplies being moved in. They will move
back out in January, but the teacher is grateful for the
space. The Call Committee has a clear direction from
Council and all but the word processing is done on the
paperwork needed to explain who Grace is and who
would be a good match for this ministry site. The Worship
Committee met today and focused on baptism, discussing
worship services for the next few months including a hunger
emphasis for October. Trinity will set up office space at
Grace a few weeks after a final service in their building on
November 20th. Our Redeemer will have a Service of
Closure on October 23rd.
It’s not just the kids whose lives will change considerably
with school starting next week. There’s lots happening as
September rolls in at Grace as well. Plenty of change, and
more to come.

So much is always in flux in our lives- but sometimes we are
more aware of it than others. Sometimes we welcome it
more than at other times. We really are in control of very
little when you boil things down. As Joan Baez so beautifully
sang in the opening song of her 75th Birthday Concert last
night, “I believe there is a God, and its not us”. What a
reassuring refrain. There is a God. We don’t have that
burden. A real God is at work. God’s Work. Our Hands.
That’s doable.

Worship at Grace
Communion is celebrated
at all services.

September 4
Worship 9:00 a.m.

September 11
Worship 8:30 a.m.
Christian Ed 9:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

September 18
Worship 8:30 a.m.
Christian Ed 9:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

September 25
Worship 8:30 a.m.
Christian Ed 9:30 a.m.
Worship 10:30 a.m.

Grace Lutheran Church
900 N. Mason,
Appleton, WI 54914

Pastor Vicki Fink
920/450-7796

Office Manager:
Sarah Bultman
920/733-9135
Grace54914@gmail.com
www.gracelutheranappleton.org

Pastor Vicki
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Yay Learning! Rally Sunday, September 11
Lots of plans are underway for learning at Grace this fall. The Board of Education had a
great “get organized meeting” with teachers and are looking forward to Rally Day,
September 11th . Those serving as teachers this year are Tracy LyBoulalong, Bethany Nieft,
and Camryn Nienhaus for the Age 3-Gr 2 group and Marilyn Catlin and Lois Hilger for Gr 36. About 12 children are expected to register, but more are welcome! A
registration card and parent letter are on the desk in the gathering area. Feel
free to take copies for any relative or neighborhood children you are able to
invite. The theme this year is amazing GOD! How well many of us know this
and yet how we never tire of repeating, discussing and exploring God’s
goodness to us in Christ.
Adult Studies on Sunday mornings at 9:30 a.m. this year will be led by Mark Balkman and
Jennie Wrege Johnson. They are interested in what you might be interested in focusing on
together! Look for more information in the future.
A Friday Morning Bible Study is a learning opportunity for those who are free any Friday at
9am. The group meets in the gathering area. Maybe this fall is the time for you to set time
aside for learning.

Grace Happenings
Help Wanted: Cheesers
Can you flip a grilled cheese? Pour
drinks? How about do the dishes?
Share a smile? Volunteers are needed
to help with the Grilled Cheese Lunches
on Thursdays at Grace from 10 am - 1
pm. Volunteering is flexible and fun!
Grilled Cheese Lunches will begin again
on Thursday, September 8. If you
can’t commit to middays on Thursdays,
can you follow directions to make a pan
of brownies from a mix? Brownie
makers are also needed and the
brownie mixes are provided. Talk to
Susan Pringnitz if you are available to
help with this important ministry to the
teens at Appleton West High School.
Susan’s number is 733-7591. Thank
you for your support!!

Quilting at Grace
Starting on Tuesday,
September 13 the
quilters will be back in action at Grace
from 8:30 - 11:30 a.m. each Tuesday.
Donations of fabric, yarn, thread or
sheets are always welcome.
The C-O-N-N-E-C-T dining group
will meet at BJ Clancy’s, 3341 S.
Oneida St., in Appleton, at 5:00 P.M.
on Sunday, September 18. Sign up
on the sheet on the narthex desk by
Sunday Sept. 11. We’ll be done eating
in time to watch the Packers game at
7:30 that evening. Good food and
good company are sure to be abundant
so please come! It’s a good game
starter.
Soap Drive: Coming in September
New, wrapped bar soap - all sizes is
being collected again for Lutheran
World Relief. A box will be placed in
the gathering area for collection in
September. Thank you!
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Grace Lutheran Church
900 N. Mason St.
Appleton, WI 54914

September 2016

Sunday\\
Sunday

Mon
Monday

Wed Thursday
Thu
TuesdayTue Wednesday
1

4

5

6

9:00 am Worship

Labor Day
Office Closed

6:30 pm
Fox Valley Chorus

7

Sat
FridayFri Saturday
2

3

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship
Sanctuary

8

9

10

10 am - 1 pm
Grilled Cheese

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship
Sanctuary

15

16

17

10 am - 1 pm
Grilled Cheese

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship
Sanctuary

6:30 pm
Fox Sounds

11

12

13

8:30 am Worship
9:30 am Christian Ed
10:30 am Worship

6:30 pm
Joy Circle

8:30 am
Quilters

18

14

6:30 pm
Fox Valley Chorus

19

8:30 am Worship
9:30 am Christian Ed
10:30 am Worship

20 News. Deadline 21

22

23

24

8:30 am
Quilters
11:00 am
Worship &
Music Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Fox Valley Chorus

10 am - 1 pm
Grilled Cheese

9 am
Bible Study

9 am Hmong
Worship
Sanctuary

25

26

27

8:30 am Worship
9:30 am Christian Ed
10:30 am Worship

6:30 pm
Board of Ed
Mtg.

8:30 am
Quilters

6:30 pm
Fox Valley
Chorus

6:30 pm
Council Mtg.

6:30 pm
Fox Sounds

28

29
10 am - 1 pm
Grilled Cheese

6:30 pm
Fox Valley Chorus
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A Note from Council President
It has been little more than one year since our congregation began thinking about its future. Prior to
Christmas we celebrated the ending of one era and began to openly discuss what our future would
look like. Since the new year we have used forums, joint meetings, semi-annual meetings and coffee
time to dig deeper into who is Grace Congregation. In addition, we’ve had frank discussions on the
condition of our facilities, our financial position and options available to Grace.
At our most recent meeting the Council decided it was time to evaluate all this information and to
voice where we stand. At that meeting we unanimously approved the following statements. These
statements have also been shared with the Call Committee.
1.

Unless our current situation drastically changes we no longer can sustain our congregation at
this location for more than 5 years.

2.

We feel we must continue to explore options for joint ministry, merger or re-development. We
are not able to di this alone.

3.

We need to define and then focus on our mission as a congregation.

4.

We need to fill our pastoral vacancy with the best available pastor who is able to help us further
develop and implement these goals; while working within our financial parameters.

Finally, Council acknowledges that at times this has not been easy. Thank you for your partnership,
prayers and participation in these matters
Tom Jensen, Congregation President

Faith in Action
Thank you to the members of Grace for your steadfast support
of the Faith In Action, Christian Outreach Mission. Your
generosity has helped many individuals in need.
We are approaching a change of seasons and with that comes
cold and cooler weather. If you have gently used coats,
jackets, mittens, hats and snow pants for children and adults to
donate, that would be wonderful.

Green
“Faith in Action”
bags available
in the narthex
for your
convenience.

Often I help people transitioning from living on the street to
moving into an apartment. Donations of blankets, sheets,
towels, dishes, bowls, silverware, pots and pans, anything that
can be used to set up housekeeping would be welcome. As
always, donations of non-perishable food items and adult and
children’s clothing are welcome.
Thank you for helping those in need in the Fox Cities.
Shari Waldron, BSW
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Moving Forward in Grace
To Do List:





Pray for the Call Committee as they meet with the Bishop.
Pray for the Council as they learn more about the Redevelopment
option.
Pray for the Appleton Area School District especially the preschoolers
and their teachers meeting at Grace this fall.

Interfaith Build - Volunteer
The Appleton Conference of ELCA Churches have
teamed up this summer to work on the Habitat for
Humanity Interfaith Build. All ELCA church
members have been invited to help build homes for
two deserving families along with 20 other faith
communities representing seven faith traditions in
the Fox Valley (including other Christian, Islamic,
and Jewish traditions). The homes are expected to
be completed on September 24th with the dedication
on October 1st.
We still need your help to finish building the
homes. The I nterfaith Build has proved to be a
rewarding project for participants as a way to “reach
out in love” to those in need in our community. No
building skills necessary to volunteer. To sign up to
help, visit: ELCA Signup Genius - Habitat Interfaith
Build or contact Ron Jones at rjones5@new.rr.com
(731-9250). Here are the days still available and
number (#) of volunteers needed:

August 30: Site Support host (1)
Prayer & Share (1)
August 31: Construction workers (2) – trim & finish
Sept. 7: Construction workers (3) – doors & trim
Sept. 24 (1/2 day): Workers (4) – appliances and
clean up

Dedication Date Set!
Saturday, October 1 - 11:00 a.m.
Dedications will be held back to back with
celebration afterward!
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July Financial
Report
Beginning Balance
Income

$ 37,801.73
$ 13,905.70

Expenses

$ 11,979.55

Ending Balance $ 39,727.88
Mortgage:

$ 107,021.54

Line of credit

$

-0-

Thrivent Choice (YTS) $

1838.00

Benevolence (YTD)

$

9343.00

Savings

$

3273.55

September Worship Assistants

Scripture Readings

Ushers: J oe W ilharms, Dave W iese, J on
Seidl, Lindsey Wilharms
Organist: Diane Bailey
Sound: Robbie J ohnson

September 4
Deuteronomy 30:1520
Philemon 1-21
Luke 14:25-33

September 4
Greeters: Mason - Carol & Ralph Sievert
East - Roger Schmidt
Asst. Minister: M ark Balkman
Lector: Brian Klauer
Communion: Dennis P ringnitz

September 11
Exodus 32:7-14
1 Timothy 1:12-17
Luke 15:1-10
September 18
Amos 8:4-7
1 Timothy 2:1-7
Luke 16:1-13

September 11
Greeters: M ason - Karen & Eugene Krull
East - Robbie Johnson Family
Asst. Minister: Lois Hilger
Lector: Cheryl M uggenthaler
Communion: Ron Bailey

September 25
Amos 6:1a, 4-7
1 Timothy 6:6-19
Luke 16:19-31

September 18
Greeters: M ason - Joyce Learman
East - Art Peterson
Asst. Minister: Tom J enson
Lector: M ark Balkman
Communion: Gene Krull
September 25
Greeters: M ason - Cory & Mike Keeney
East - Mary & Ray Hubers
Asst. Minister: Sharon Meier
Lector: Sharon Meier
Communion: M arty Grow
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Care List Prayers
Each week cards are on the table in the gathering
area for you to sign for a homebound member.
Please take a minute to sign the cards on Sunday
mornings or write a short note. Also, usually at
the end or beginning of each month, there
are envelopes that contain newsletters and/
or devotionals for homebound members. If
you are able to deliver one of these
envelopes to a member that would be great.
A short visit is very much appreciated.

From the Care Team

With school starting it's a good time to commit
or re-commit to a project or idea as we settle
back into our routines. Won't you consider
visiting or calling one of our homebound people
or sending a handwritten note to one of them? It
just requires a few minutes of your time, and it
breaks up their very long days. Perhaps you
could "adopt" one person you'll contact and pray
for. Contact Sharon Meier if you have additional
ideas.

In Prayer this Month

Earl Breitenfeldt
May Cook
Adeline Elias
Dorothy Henke
Donny Kassube
Marie Mueller
Ruby Niemuth
Gladys Prahl
Henry Schoenborn
Selma Torbeck
Rose Zinck

Fox Valley Lutheran Homes Presents:

Alzheimer’s—Dinner and a Program
Offered especially for members and friends
of our partnership congregations
The event will take place on Monday, October
17th, beginning with a light supper at 5:30
p.m. followed by the program. Kathleen
Albert, the Alzheimer’s Disease Educational
Director for the state of Wisconsin will be our
presenter. She is a gifted resource regarding
the most current information about the
disease.
The presentation will begin with a general
discussion of the condition, diagnosis, and
treatment. A segment of the program will
focus on how to communicate with persons
experiencing the disease. Communication
with persons affected by the disease can be
very frustrating for all. This event offers an
opportunity to acquire new skills in this
important area.

Do you have a need? W hen you need
prayers said for you or a loved one, we
have Prayer Chain Teams. If you have a
prayer request, please call Mary Hubers,
731-1428 or Carol Sievert, 734-4473.
For Healing for Gerry Kirkeide, Lynn
Glienke, Tom Jensen, Ed
Kerwell, Gerry Kerwell,
Larry Johnson - Cookie
Regal's brother; Winston
Augustus Smith, Cheryl
Muggenthaler's nephew;
Roger Schmidt.

There is NO COST for this event, but we do
request you make a reservation as space may
be limited. Please call 734-6711 to make
your reservation. Reservations must be
made by October 10th.
The event in a nutshell:
Alzheimer’s—Dinner and a Program

For those with cancer especially
especially Melissa Heins, Gene and Karen
Krull’s daughter Mark Catlin and Robin
Messenger, Deb Baumbach's sister.

October 17, 2016
Begins at 5:30 p.m. with a light supper
Program follows
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Fox Valley Lutheran Homes
425 N Linwood, Appleton

Living Faith

Prayer Matters

by Xa Moua, Youth Pastor for Salvation Church of God (Hmong Church that meets at Grace)
I remember around the time I first began to seek God. Even though we have
attended several Churches in the past with my parents, I had no idea who Jesus
was. In the summer of 1987, I decided to go to Church along with some
neighbors who were picked up once a week. At Church, we were explained how
we came to existence and that there is a person by the name of Jesus who loves
us more than we will ever know. It caught my interest after being told that Jesus
died for us. I had to know why Jesus died for us. After attending Church for a
while, I was given my first Bible.

My curiosity led me to find even more amazing stories in the Bible. After
several days of reading the Bible, I started to ponder about life and death. I
began being concern about my family so I decided to talk to my mother about
Jesus and what I have learned. I figured that if I was to ask my mother to accept
Jesus, that she would be saved. Then I can help her convince my father about
believing in Jesus also.
Talking to my mother, I realized it wasn’t as simple as I had plan. My mother
told me that she already knows who Jesus is, and that we have our old ways with
Shamanism. My mother said that one day
when the time is right, then maybe we will
put aside our old ways of Shamanism for
Jesus. No matter how much I tried to
convince my mother over to Jesus, she
kept replying that she can’t do that unless
my father does it first. Frustrated, I stop
convincing my mother because it didn’t
look like I was getting anywhere.
That night, I remember praying to God and pleading Jesus to save my family.
I didn’t know what else I could do. After several weeks of praying with no
results, I gave up. I turned to my siblings and decided to convince them to go to
Church with me every week and they agreed to. This made me feel a lot better
because my siblings accepted Jesus.

Several years later, after my father came back from a vacation to Thailand, he
started to have these groups of people come over several times a week. I was
curious, so I asked my mother what was going on. To my amazement, my
mother told me that my father has come over to Jesus. I remember rushing to
my room in excitement and quickly prayed and gave thanks to God.
Today, I can still remember my parents coming to Jesus as if it were just
yesterday. Prayers matter more than we think. Many people that I have met
over the years seem to have one thing in common. They always seem to say
that God does not answer prayers. I then reply by asking if they stuck around
long enough to see their prayers get answered.
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CONNECTIONS are already happening! I had a phone call this morning asking me where my
September Newsletter was because the Connector hadn’t received it yet! It’s wonderful when the
volunteers are anxious to do their volunteer work! Praise the Lord!
I just returned from ten wonderful days in New Orleans where I was a voting member at our
Churchwide Assembly. It was an awesome experience and I’m exhilarated from my time there
amongst so many diverse and wonderful Lutherans from all over this country and beyond! Be sure
to read and ask questions about tremendous work that was accomplished last week in New
Orleans. The ELCA is really doing some exciting things!!!
Fox Valley Lutheran Homes is gearing up for an EXCITING, NEW approach to our annual Pie, Ice
Cream and Silent Auction. Mark OCTOBER 2, 2016, on your calendars as the day to come here for a
fabulous piece (or two) of pie, plus the chance to bid on LOTS of great merchandise for our annual
Silent Auction. With our new Development Software, starting this year, you will be able to go to
our website, www.fvlhomes.org and order tickets online! We are going “live” around the 1st of
September so check daily ‘if at first you don’t succeed!’
We always welcome the delicious home-baked pies of our member churches. Please try to
recruit bakers from your congregation. Pies should be delivered on Saturday, October 1, between 1
and 8 PM. We also appreciate all the wonderful donations of items for our silent auction. They may
be brought in anytime starting, Monday, September 19. Ask for Becky or Jennie, and make sure
you fill out the donation form so we get your name and address!
WE NEED YOU to make this Pie, Ice Cream and Silent Auction the best one ever! Tell
your friends about it ~~~ Buy tickets! ~~~ Donate pies and/or auction items! ~~~ Come and
have a wonderful time!

2016 PIE, ICE CREAM AND SILENT AUCTION
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 2, 10:00 AM TO 1:00 PM
Becky Luett, AIM, Executive Director
Salvation Army Fox Cities Needs Your Help


Volunteers to serve meals to our clients and their families. Assist with the
preparation, serving and clean-up of the noon meal program. Volunteers are
needed Monday through Friday from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (with possible weekend
back-up as needed.) Weekly, monthly or sub list schedules are available. There are
opportunities for both groups and individuals.



Volunteers to sort and box donations, stock shelves, unload deliveries, sort produce
and assist clients in getting their groceries. Volunteers needed Monday through
Friday from 8:00 a.m. to Noon. Weekly, monthly or sub list schedules are available.



If you have time and are committed to making a difference in the Fox Valley, please
contact Amanda Schmidt at 920-955-1230.
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Congregation Boards

Call Committee

Executive Committee
Tom Jensen, P resident

Chair: Gary Schroeder
schroederphyllis@gmail.com
757-6228

Cheryl Muggenthaler, VP
Dennis Pringnitz, Treasurer

Ed Kerwell
gekerwell@gmail.com
731-3907

Council
Jon Seidl, Education

Verla Koerner
verlamae@new.rr.com
734-3328

Ron William, Secretary

David Lease, P roperty

Cookie Regal
cookie2982@gmail.com
739-2982

Rev. Jen Johnson-Wrege,
Worship and Music

Jon Seidl
jonseidl@hotmail.com
759-2760

Ministry Leaders
Sharon Meier, Care Team
Larry Baumbach, Tenant Advisor

Deb Werth
dwerth@new.rr.com
954-1936

Susan Pringnitz, High School Lunch
Shari Waldron, Faith in Action

Mission Statement
By grace, through faith,
we follow God’s word,
share gospel of Jesus Christ and bring
hope to others through worship,
education and outreach.
About The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
The ELCA is one of the largest Christian denominations in the United States, with more than
3.7 million members in more than 9,300 congregations across the 50 states and in the
Caribbean region. Known as the church of
“God’s work, Our hands,” the ELCA
emphasizes the saving grace of God through
faith in Jesus Christ, unity among Christians
and service in the world. The ELCA’s roots
are in the writings of the German church
reformer, Martin Luther.
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